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ALKIBLA” 


'DIS _—_ * 8 


Upon Wonsnirine towards the 


E A8 T. 


Wherein are Contain'd, 


The General ANTIQUITY, RISE, and REA 
SONABLENESS of this Religious Ceremony in 
the Gentile World: It's early Adoy r Io into 
the Church of Chrift : With a Free and Impartial 
ExAMINATION of the Reaſons —_— for it 
> the Ancient FATHERS. 


Ty « Mater of Arts o the eee of Odo. 
The SECOND EDITION. 


— 


Enchiridion non ad Oftentationem Ingenii, aut Eloquentiz con- 
ſcripfiz verum ad hoc ſolum, ut mederer Errori vulgo Religi - 
onem conſtituentium in Ceremoniis & Obſervationibus p/u/quant | 
Fudaicis rerum corporalium, ea quz ad Pictatem ſpectant mirò 

negligentium. ER ASuuos. 


44 Man, ever fuperflitivaſy 
given to make new Honouri 1 and then 
I'S . than to ſearch out 
\ Gat Hop Conmenduents, and to keep Them. Crnanugn. 
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3 Noon, at the White-Hart, near Mercer: Chapel i in 


THE 
PUBLISHER 


T'Q-T-H SE 


READER 


RINDING, by the Continu- 
ance of the Demands for the 
Diſquiſition upon worſhiping 

ll towards the EasT, ſome 
ears after it bad been out 
= of Print, that it would bear 

a ſecond Impreſſion, I deter- 
mined to reprint it: and ( fince the Author 
bimſelf has declined all farther Trouble in the 
Aﬀair) to prefix, as an Introduction to the 
A 2 Whole, 


» 
Whole, e which firſt appeared in 


upon the 
- 4, pg ove dfring bis Opinion n 


the Caſe : and is as follows, VIZ. 


4 LETTER upon Turning at the 
Carte, Oe. 


Diſce : ſed ira cadat naſo, rugoſaque ſanna, 


Pas. 
SIX, 


T your Requeſt, I bave peruſed the Se- 
cond Part of the Diſquifition upon wor- 


towards the EAs T: and, in- 
deed, whoever reads three Pages in it, muſt be 


little Curigſ „ be does 
6 4 "Town it ny” Ho of — 


* to me, to find myſelf, 1 in 

all Appearance jejune and barren, ſo agreeably 
entertained wt py a Variety of curious - and 
Learning ; nor does it want any Advan- 
ö from a polite and inoffen- 


THE Author certainly writes on the Side 
of the Conſtitution : but what moſt pleaſes me, 
#s, to fee the grand Paradox ſo fairly clear d 


at laſt, —That the Whig-Churchmen are the 


te a 
Neighbours, who had a better Right to il, 
muſt now perceive, how much they have been 
miſtaken: by the Help of this Mirror may 
they behold their own Non-conformity, and 
bluſh to find themſelves Fanaticks. Henceforth _ 

' then, let not the Non-cons within the Church. 
Judge thoſe that are without : Let not the 
Tory, for Inſtance, cenſure the Perverſeneſs 
of the Preſbyterian, or the Obſtinacy of the 
Quaker, as People bigotted to their own re- 
ſpettive Teachers; that will read nothing that 
makes againſt them, nor hear Reaſon ;, but are 
deaf to the Voice of the Charmer, charm be 
never ſo wiſely. Let this Truth for once be 
owned, that the unhappy Prejudice of Educa- 
tion, or ſome wrong Bias in human Nature, 
works but too uniformly in Ses of all Per- 
ſuaſions, ſuffers them rarely to depart from 
Practices they have once contended for, ar to 
be convinced by thoſe that oppoſe them. 


THE Mention of Education puts me in 
mind of our two famous Univerſities of Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, thoſe two great Semina- 
ries of Non-conformiſts in the Way before us. 
Look into any of their College-Chapels, rarely 
ſhall you find a fingle Member, Senior or 
Freſhman, but has his Head turned at the very 
Mention of Belief in God : @ Sort of general 
Vertigo, in an Inſtant, ſeizes the whole A 
ſembly, from Sixty to Sixteen: nor is there 
ſcarce one in an bundred, when be quits the 
Univerſity, bas Thought or Courage enough to 
leave this whifling Air, where he found it ; 
but commences a Fop for Life, and cannot belp - 


got in all 


of Devotion. A certain Cam- 


[4] 


the ſenſeleſs Trick be has 


was uſed to term it the Chuxcn- 
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[i] 
| keep Countenance, when they look one upon aus 
other. | | 


NOTHING certainly but daily Practice 


could familiarize ſuch rank Abſurdities, and 
paſs off for Decency in Devotion, what would 
be Ill-Manners, and highly offenfive in com- 


mon Converſation. That which it is our 
Duty to confeſs before Men, (pardon me the 


Expreſſion ) why ſhould we make it our Choice 
to confeſs behind them? If they do really be- 
lieve in God, why do they not look us in the 
Face, when they would tell us ſo? Net, fuch 
7s the unaccountable Influence of thoſe two pre- 
dominant Planets, CusToM and BricoTry, 
in Conjunction, that I will not be anſwerable, 
but this very Inſtance may ftill deſcend to Po- 
ſterity, as a Monument of their indefeafible 
Triumph and Tyranny over the Minds of Men, 


and of the utter Infignificancy of Law and 


Reaſon, whereſoever they pretend to inter- 
fere 


THESE, in my Opinion, are ſerious 
Truths: and this, conſequently, is talking ſe- 
riouſly : which, it ſeems, is what the Reve- 
rend Gentlemen in the Oppoſition do much inſiſt 
upon. If then, Seriouſneſs is all they want, 
Jam ready to be as ſerious as their Hearts 
could wiſh, and perhaps more ſo. The LAWS 
OF ENGLAND make no Diſtiniion of 
Perſons or Places in the Caſe now under our 
Confideration. There is onNE RuLE for the 
Cathedral and the Pariſh-Church, for the Bi- 
ſhop and the Curate: Tris RuLE is the 
RUBRICK 
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ANSGRESSOR, The RuLs of 
in and eaſy Rule; he that 
what then have our People 
pretended Rationalifts, the Se ar- 
Brsses, the WurarLE VS, who 
or leſs ſophiſticated our Service? 
ſay, keep to the R U- 
when that bids them turn, 
when that bids them too : whatever 

i, cometh of Evil, and no 
. What a Shame anda 
the” beſt conſtituted Church in 
Diſtinction ſhould pre- 


PO 
Way to lead us back to 


[ix ] 
Belief ill vaniſh. What ftrikes their Senſes - 
may ſtartle their Underſtanding : but the Bulk 
them will little trouble ther Heads about 
*aith, when they agree in Form: and the ſame. 


Rites may, by degrees, inſenfibly produce the 


THIS POINT well confidered, it were 
much to be wiſhed, that our good Lords the 
BisnoPs, who cannot but be ſenſible of the 
great and ftanding Danger our Church and Na- 
tion is in from POPERY, would not only 
ſet themſelves an exemplary Pattern of the moſt 
exact Conformity in their Cathedrals, but alſo 
take due Care, that the IN ERIORH CLERGY 
throughout their reſpeiive Dioceſes did con- 
form: at leaſt, that theſe latter ſhould not 
dare, under the Umbrage of their venerable 
Names, openly to oppoſe the Principles of the 
Reformation; nor be ſuffered in the moft gla- 


ring Manner to impugn the Articles of their 
own Church with Impunity. 


TIT SHALL not preſume to preſeribe to o their 
Lordſbips, what Method may be beſt in order 
to ſo good an End: whether by triennial 
_ anniverſary Paſtoral Letters, fre- 
quen „or friendly Converſation : 
or whether, in Caſe theſe fail, ſomething might 
not be done by Way of Viſitation Articles: of 
which our Author has ſbeum, that ever-to-be- 
honoured Father: of the Church Arch-Bi 
CRANMER bas left them a Precedent in the 
Form following, viz. * Finally, to uſe * 
co er 


{+ 


[x] 
= ther Ceremonies than are appointed in the 
« King's Book of Common Prayer, or 


2 = Kneeling otherwiſe than in the ſaid Book.” 
Which laſt Clauſe may, with little Variation, 
be — to our preſent Purpoſe, as thus, 
— or Bowing otherwiſe than 
© in the ſaid » TI add Bowing, becauſe 
many are ready to plead Canon for 11; but it 
is @ very great, however common, Miſtake, to 


* 
by Pirize of eur Canons only, the If AG 
niformity having reduc” to our RU- 
BRICKS. 


Tenor f the Act above-menti- 
in the Book or Common PRAT- 
ER #5 — referr'd to, as THE RULIE 
« To WHICH EVERY PERSON WITHIN 
* THISREALM 1S TO CONFORM IN PUB- 
* Lick WorsniP:” but the Clauſe which 
eur Author (p. 83.) cites, as a general Deci- 
| wy be found, upon cloſer Inſpetion, to 

Reference 10 CoLLEGES; viz. 
0 ** of WrsruixsrzR, WINCHES- 
TER, EaToN, and of both our UNIVER- 
$1T1iEs. By which it will appear, how much 
eur Legiſlature at that Time thought it con- 
cerned them to hade a ſtrict Eye over the great 
Places of our publick Education; that fo 
thoſe, who are defign'd to be Guides to others, 
might 


; 
f 
1 
- 
[4 


fling Spirit of Superſtition and Fanaticiſm once 
"Wig B 2 


11 

night not ſet out wrong themſehves. Nay, 
even the Convocation in 1603' ſeems to have 
thought it the moſt prudent and ſafe Courſe to 
tie up our Univerſities, in the ſtricteſt Terms, 


to à preſcript Form of Divine Service; as 
may appear from the fixteenth Canon; which, 
being ſhort and foveet, IT ſhall recite. « In 
&« the whole Divine Service, and Adminiſtra- 
© tron of the Holy Communion, in all Colleges 
d and Halls in both Univerſities, zhe Order, 
&« Form and Ceremonies ſhall be duly obſerv' d, 
« as they are ſet down and preſcrib'd in the 
«© Book of Common Prayer, without any O- 
« miſſion or ALTERATION.” Thus plainly 
intimating, that in Matters of Religion a 
College was no more to be truſted, than a 
Conventicle : and that it ought by no Means 
10 be left to the Diſcretion of thoſe learned Bo- 
dies to ſerve God in their own Way. Which, 
by the By, ſhould remind them, that Modera- 


tion is ſtill a Virtue: and that there is ſome 


Compaſſion due to the Reluftancy of weak Bre- 


_ #hren; ſince themſelves alſo are ſubjefF to like 


Infirmities, and ſo very apt to kick againſt the 
Pricks. | 


TN the Caſe of Colleges and Cathedrals 7 
have been the more particular, becauſe our Au- 
thor, aſking his Pardon, ſeems to have been 


Zoo tender of them. A thorough Surgeon would 
Have gone to the Bottom of the Sore, the be 
bad made his Patient roar again. And there 


is little Room to doubt, but that were this tri- 


caſt 
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[xii] 
a certain 7% 1 Room aft Wes TMIx- 
STER; which is, indeed, their proper Place 
of Trial. * 5 . 
I am, SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, . 


PHILO-RUBRICUS. 
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Vr Richard Steele. 


N - the: brighteſt Days of 
Britain, when B IC K- 
Sd ERSTAFFP preſided 
o'er this happy Land ſhow- 
ered Manna down, which 
ſuited every Taſte, I had the Honour 
(tho' unworthy and unknown) to be ac- 
Cepted as an humble Correſpondent : And 
| it 
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DISQUISITION 
WORSHIPING 


TOWARDS THE 


Object we adore, is the Ru- 
— brick of Nature, and com- 


mon ſufficiently informs us. Now 


4 449 5 upon 
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Worſhiping towards the EAS T. 3 
of Images indeed, or falſe Gods, to addreſs 

ourſelves more ways than one muſt (for Rea- 

fons ſufficiently obvious) be a * both in- 

decent and abfurd but *tis the and 
incommunicable Diſtinction of the W 

of the true God, that which way ſoever we 

turn, if will be - W aa 
perfectly indifferent. 8 8 


YzT Men, ſays the Preacher, have ſought Eccleſ.vii. 
out many Inventjons : So buſy and fruitful is 29. 
Fancy, that it has produced yarious Opini- 
ons, and various Parties on this very oc- 
caſion, as will abundantly appear to any 


one n | 


ſay Pliny "We turn a- 
W we may 
learn boys go b, by the Romans was 
practiſed to the Right : but, from Pliny again, 
that the Maſters of the Ceremonies 1 in France 
did at the fame time opine, the Motion to 
the Left had the more religious Caſt, and 


was conſequently the more orthodox Turn of 
the two. 


— * a ka A*- Mk. «4. 
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* In adotando 1 -1> dow agar ty 


I 3 neſcio. Pa. Si Deos ſalutas, 
dextravorſum cenſeo. Plane. Curcal. A. i. Sc. 1. viz. 
Ph. nn Pa. I you are 
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the Decifion of a Point of 
al Council, than the Pen of 


for the Determination of the 


. 


icety 


A DISQUISITION upor 


VT 
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Tuar Worh 


a Cuſtom 
may 
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r of 
us 
tam 


worſhip with their Fa- 


ces towards the EAs T: 


7 8 


Maxim in their 


general 


received by the Romans 


from this 


generally 


Architecture, Let the Al T ARS look 


towards the Eas T. And as to the Grecians 
before them, the Moſt Reverend Autho 
K of their reli 
' 


Affairs, tells us, *Twas an ancient Cu 


Pi: 
dar 
ule. 
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that, for 
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as well? So 
ill a moot Paint 
, Chriftian as well 
Monuments, Vol. III. 
« Verbal Tranſlation of 


very 
be 
ich the Dad 


5 — 


and in a followi 


be ſeen 
m. Yitrav. bb. iv. 
s thus recorded by My. Selden 


Acts and 


T 


the 
her 


among the Heathens to 
Chapter cites the Greet Scholiaſt upon 


22117 
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Worſhiping towards the EAST. 


dar remarking, That they were wont to turn 


their Faces towards the E.a8T when they 
prayed to the Gods. And our learned Spen- 
cer *, than whom few ſeem to have been 
more verygd in Subjects of this Nature, ob- 
ſerves in general of -the yet more ancient 
Heathens, That to turn themſelves towards 


the EasT, upon their firſt Entrance into their 


Temples, was accounted by them a Cer 
bighly religious. | 


' AND, if we go nearer yet to the Foun- 
tains of Antiquity, we ſhall find the fame 
Practice in uſe alſo amongſt the Oriental Na- 
tions, with whom we meet with an expreſs 


Term to our preſent purpoſe, denoting 


the Point of the Heavens towards which 
they directed their divine Worſhip. This 
they called their KE BLA: fer my firſt No- 
tice whereof I own ͤ myſelf indebted to the 
ineſtimable Labours of that truly valuable 


Antiquary the late worthy Dean of Norwich, Conect. 
in his moſt curious and entertaining Diſcourſe = — 
of the SzcT of the MacG1 ans, whoſe *Krn- | 


LA, 


—- 


we may add, if a more determinate and exexceytienable 
Authority be reguir d, that of SopyocLEs, who aſſigns 
this obſervance a place in the Devotion of the Greeks, as 


early as the time of CEnievus : his words are Xeag 


* a Fülle Tp; Tpwryv Tm. Ad. Col. 85. 
3 primum Templi introitum, Ceremonia 

religioſa admodum apud Ethnicos antiquiores 8 

De Leg. Heb. Rir. 25 845. Edit. Cantab. 1688. 

s Keblah, Kebleh, or Kibleh, an Arabick Term, that 

properly ſignifies the Place towards which they turn, which 
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Wor- 


vey eee 


the EasT when 


even from the firſt Ages of 
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Worſhiping towardi the BE AU H. 
the: Effects of the Sun, if we conſider its 
Uſefulneſs to Mankind, leſs glorious than its 
ce, or leſs attractive of Adoration * 


Appearan 

So that * ſome have been ready to apologize 

for, and even excuſe the Idolatry of the firſt 

Race of Men towards this - and excel- 
1 


lent Luminary. As they y received 


% 
— gpm — 


r Voſſius, ſeating of the Ben _ of Light only, has ws 
Expreſſion Lucem rem eſſe omnino divinain often 
dunt. De Orig. &c. Idoholatr. lib. ii. p. 314. 

e Jorien frapbe not to affirm, De toutes 
les Erreurs il n'y en a pas une qui fait plus ſupportable, 
que celle de ceux qui ont pris le Soleil pour une Dieu; 
car cet Aſtre eſt ſi beau, plein des Ties de la Divi- 
nite, qu'on a bien pũ facilement prendre la Copie pour 
Original. Hiftoire Critique, p. 406. Ed. Aft. 4 
0 There may be farther alſo offered in their behalf, the 

Confideration of the Influence which the Heavenly Bodies 
have upon the human, with refpþe to the Diflempers where- 
to _ 22 of this i ſeems Phyſicians were very 


nftve from inning _ of the greateſt 795 
97 preſent te wth 7 « + « ory fuft W riters (ultimi Kea. 
tores) of ibs J aculty are full of it, and what his own 
Opinion is, may be ſeen from the Tith of his Book, De im- 
rio Solis, &c. ' and what he eng ' ts ſlew in bis fu 
E upon bis Subject; Vit. ® is Lunzque curſum, 
pro variis eorum Stationibus, varie Corpora noſtra affi- 
= 4 this, I think, we need only farther add the 
H * of that moſt ancient Science of Judicial Aſtrology, 
63 Mr | 1dr eg th, gray 4 
deans and Egyptians even in 138 1 war 
and concludes in theſe Words — — 


twhich Judicial Afrolgg ers 1 fo 1 very * — | 


for; that theſe Celeſtial Bodies have au univer, 

not 73 on natural Bodiet, but alſo on Politi — — — 

an the Spirits of Men, and that directh; this, 1 2, 5 * 
ranted, I cannot ſee how wwe can rational 

Pity. Court of the Gentiles, Part I. p. 219. 


D from 


of the Earth, (their then Subſiſtence) 
we may reaſonably —_— that, where Re- 
velation eflexion did not ſufficiently in- 
the Sun all things a 


move, and have their Being; 

Foundation of divine Honour and 

which the Apoſtle fo elegantly a- 

ſcribes to God himſelf : their crime therefore 
was the 


i moſt primitive, or 
firſt Obje& of Idolatry in the World. 


s being a fix d Point: That the Cuſ- 
worſhiping towards the Eaſt was an 
ith the Worſhipers of the 
conſequently coeval, at leaſt, with 
eafily ſuppoſed : for 
natural in ſuch a Caſe than for 
ſalute the Return of their God; to 
bis Upriſing ; (as the modern Phraſe 
e; to reverence his Ap- 
pearancez and to be ready to pay their Court 
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: 


At 
: 


: 
8 
* 
8 
? 


I'S 


the EAs r is founded in Rea- 
and Nature, with reſpect to all that wor- 
ape the Sun : And as that Worſhip became 

univerſal of all other, ſpreading 
—— 00 


} 


Morſbiping towards the E as r. 
Sun (for, ſays one, the Univerſe is bis Tem- 


ple) no wonder this Cuſtom, which aroſe 
from the ſame Fountain, ſhould run the ſame ' 


Courſe, and become univerſal alſo ; whence, 
no doubt, have we the Proverb in uſe to 
this Day, — All the N res worſhips the rifog 
SUN. 


Bur, as it is ſeen in many other Caſes, 
when once Reaſon has made a Cuſtom, tbat 
Cuſtom ſhall maintain itſelf without the Mit- 
ance of Reaſon, and perbaps in Defiance to 
it; ſo may it appear in the preſent Caſe : for 
in Conſequence of the general, and indeed 
natural, Rule by me laid down in the En- 
trance of this Diſcourſe, that, in worſhiping 
every one ſhould addreſs himſelf towards the 
Deity be adores, it being become cuſtomary 
for all the Adorers of the Riſing - Sun to wor- 
ſhip towards the EAs r, it became, by de- 
grees, cuſtomary alſo, with Men at their De- 
votion, ſtill to dirett their Worſhip the ſame 
Way, tho the Sun were got into ſome other 
Quarter of the Heavens, or rad were adoring 
ſome other Deity. 


Tris I find to have been the Sentiment 
of two very learned Men, who have touch'd 
upon this Subject before me, and ſtand above 


cited in this Diſcourſe: The Words of the 


—ů — ** 


— 


— et templum Solis, Alex. ab he: 
kb, ii. cap. 22. 


D2 fiſt 
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= thus tranſlated : —* 7 is very 
Rey Was ancient, and had 
its beginning with the firſt Idolatry of the 
Sun ; wiz. for Men to worſhip it generally 
as it roſe, and ſo, whenever they were about 
any Devotion to turn themſelves towards the 
EasT. The other referred to I have 
rendered as follows : —— * Befides 


res where they worſhiped the Sun, 
doubt they worſhiped it alſo in all 


towards the EAs T, in all 
feces they offered to the celeſtial Dei- 


= Exceptions indeed I meet with to 
Rule; but it will ſoon appear ta 
one conſulting the Point, That thus to 
ip towards the EAs r was the common, 
tho* not conſtant, Cuſtom of the Heathen 


- 


mis Solaris Cultus temporibus morem 
ut przecipue colerent Solem orientem, 


etiam tempore, ad Orientem converſi 
u Origin & Progreſſu Idolo- 


ils Padoroient dans touts leurs Temples, & 
lors qu'il fortoit de deſſus 


Wor ſhiping towards the ERS r. 


World, from the firſt Entrance of Idalatry 
into it: But as that is an Occurrence that 
bears no Date, ſome ſuppoſing it before, 
ſome not wr —Y Flood, we cannot be 
exact as to He time when it begun 3 
nor, conſequently, as to the Beginning of the 
ſo much celebrated religious Cuftom, which 
is the Subject of our preſent Enquiry ; for 
tho' I humbly conceive, it has been evidently 
ſhewn, not to be at all inferior in Antiquity 
to Idolatry itſelf ; yet beyond this I ſhall not 


pretend to trace it. 
AT the fame time I am my has {5 


with what Vehemence a certain | 
demick, of no ſmall Fame in his Generation, 
has contended ; The whole World, even from 


rt Wo” Py Dis 


Pry 


. John Gregory, ſome time of Chriſt-Church i 
Oxford, in his Notes and 3 above cited, p. 84. 
Who had alſo well nigh finiſhed a particular Treatiſe upon 
the preſent Subject, and under the ſame Title, viz. ALKE 
BLA. i. e. The Kibla, wwhereto he refers us p. 19 ; but 
this learned Trad, it ſeems, was ht, which the Editor of 
his Works, in the Account of his Life prefix d, laments in 
this pathetick Manner: ere, Reader! I cannot 
but drop a Tear for the bs of that his excellent Piece, en- 
tituled by himſelf ALKIBLA: in which Tra#, with 
very great Fudgment and Learning, be vindicated the An- 
tiquity of Eaftward Adoration, as far beyond an Altar or 
a Crucifix, (the Romiſh Bounds) as the Flud precedes in 
time theſe ſuperſtitious Diſtinctioms f the Chriſtian : Which 
gallant Refutation of the Popiſh Error, I the rather men- 


| Upen the publiſhing of this Diſquiſition it ge there 
was A fair MS, of Mr. Grecorry's ALKIB LA fil 
extant, in the Hands of that curiaus Antiquary Dr. Tan- 
NER, late Biſbop of Norwich. 4 
LN 2 Adam 


Aca- 
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Adam down to Abraham's time, worſhiped to- 
wards the EasT; that it was an original, 
principal, and ought to have been an everlaſt- 
Perfian 


into an Idolatry to. the Su xu, 
the Inſtinf# of God, appointed 
his Hebrews; and that there- 
the Tabernacle and Temple were ſet to- 
de of Heaven, God in the mean 
time ſeeming to leave his miſtaken Place in the 
EasT: truly are Notions that 


upon 7. ck Fables, and 
what (in one Senſe of the 
may call Comments on the 
the preſent, leave them as 
and the rather, becauſe they 
offer themſelves to Exa- 


the main, _— 


Fox, firſt, as to the Reaſon, or Nature 
of the Thing, (as I have above hinted) it 
feems to me an Abſurdity to imagine that 
he, who is by Nature —_—— 


Fan NMEETT” ___ 


K 


n R d 
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ſhould be more eſpecially in any one Place, 
or that we ſhould fancy him fo to be, with- 


out any ſenſible Appearance of it. Our great 
z Spencer, I muſt confeſs, ſeems to declare his 
Opinion, That were it left to the Judgment 
of Men to decide which way God ſhould be 
worſhiped, the EAs Tr would certainly have the 
Preference : And I am the more ſurpriſed at 
it, becauſe he delivers this Opinion in the 
midft of a Diſcourſe, the main Scope whereof 
is to ſhew, That the Ancients (who by ſome 
are thought to have had the uſe of Reaſon, 
nor does any thing appear to the contrary, 
but that they were left free to follow it in 
this particular) did certainly worſhip towards 
the WesT : but I ſhould be ftill more ſur- 
priſed, had not the learned Doctor introdu- 
ced this his Obſervation with a Siquid bumano 
Judicio tribuendum eſſet, were any regard to 
be had to Man's Judgment in the Caſe; 
whereby to me he ſeems fairly to yield, he 
was not certain, after all, Reaſon could de- 
termine any thing in the Matter. 


AND if Recourſe be had to Revelation ; 
a Man, unleſs he be throughly devoted to 
the Cauſe, and of a fanguine Conſtitution 
into the Bargain, will meet with little En- 


—— — 


* Siquid humano Judicio, in Sede vel Throno Numi- 
nis eligendo, tribuendum eſſet; Homines dubiò 
æquo & decoro multo magis convenire judicarent, ut · 
Deus (qui Lux eſt & Lucem innacceſſam habitat) in loco 


aliquo verſus Orientem habitaret: &c. De Leg. Heb. 
Rit. p. 846. 


courage- 
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(as far as I can fee) to believe, 
Adoration was originally 
a word, tis the very reverſe 4 
in his own Houſe: for God, 
having made choice of the 
to manifeſt his own Refi- 
Dean Prideaus obſerves) be- 
— 1 6 and all tbat 
n did it 


the WEST : nor was an) 
ence to his People, than 
as is evident from that 
of Ezekiel, where mention 
nation of 25 Men ſtand- 
the Lord's Houſe with 
the EAs T: for which 
1 Dean * obſerves) They 
ed upon as Apoſtates that bad cha Fed 
and were gone over 10 the 
401, i: e. the Idolatry of the 
prevent which alſo we find Moſes, 
in 


TEAS 
HIER 
ret 


entered into the 
with 


HH 
133 
1 


Witt 
1 


— in the Caſe 1 
obwviate an Objefion, 
2.x 2 ed by the 
Was, wor Wor- 
the Fun towards 
a $4 
b- enbich 7e 
Eine 


that in oppoſition r the 
> Anker Aboohom onde chew, by 7 


of God himſelf, nk. ras ke 2 
ewoader therefore that — 
RS Devotion 


* 


"a 
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in his Time, cautioning the JFae/ites in the 
moſt ſolemn manner, not ſo much as to. look 


up to Heaven itſelf in their Devotions; and 

| holy Fob, who difputes ity with Mo- 

ſes, and even with Abrabam himſelf, diſclaims 

the Fractice now before us as a Crime : F, fays Job xxxi. 
he, I beheld the Sun "when it ſbin d; i. e. (as 26. 


both the Hriack and Aratich expreſs it) at 
its Appearing or Riſing: as who ſhould fay 
7 If I pray'd, or turn'd towards _ 
1 EAST. | | | 
Bur notwithſtanding this and 

1 ſition from the 8 K 
h in time the EasT prevaifd; 2 
h became the moſt general favourite 
” KEeBLA of all the idalatrous Part of Mn. 
by kind; and, _—_—_ e 
" — of Auguſtus Cæſar, d which Dr. 
he pencer produces a very Evidence, 
's, how the 9 
in E primitive 
I nn Kais; | 
ion, | ters ers HE te Tow: « Nas (o Ek 
the ill appear) current even te a Proverb Maje- 
ak fly of God was in the Weſt: which — 2 

2 Courts of the Temple, could not be denied them; far any 


F of Perjon therefore There to: turn his Face to the EasT, muſt 
„ it have been in common Conftruftion to turn his Back to God : 
ve, and ſo might be literally termed, what the learned Dean 
LAS AHiles it, an APOSTASY; the Sufpicion of which, 
nion right or wrong, it ABOMINATIONangb with the. 
the ms ny of all Religions even to this 


2 His, in majorem rei fidem, Hygeni diſcrtum fab- 
* neflam teftimonium : === Antiqui Architett in Occi- 
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primitive Cuſtom, This, by the Humour of ſuc+ 
a tained to be the Ca- 
ck Prafice : which alſo was ſufficiently 


obſerve, before I proceed, that we may alſo 

trace back this Eaſtern Poſition of Altars, as 

far as the Reign of, that moſt renown 
Vid. Con- Prince and Pope of the Magians, Zoroaſter; 
E who 
216, e. ane 

Wt 

the 

the 


antient Ujage of 
t, have herein 

to which, it 
id, the Won Lp #s 


. 
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gone after them. For my | ſe-it 
may ſuffice to have recourſe only (once again) 
to the Romans, in the Petiod and Paſſage laft ; 
referr'd to in Vitruvius, wherein he tells us, 
there was an apparent Neceſſity, all the Altars 
of the Gods ſhould look towards the Eaft 3 
which he upon this, viz. 4 That ſo 
People at their Devotion might at once ad- 
dreſs — towards the ALTAR and ihe 
EAST. 


Tuus then ſiood the Caſs when our blef: | 
ſed Saviour came upon Earth % turn men i Theſſ. i: 
from idols to ſerve the living and true God: 9- 
and, indeed; with me he needs no other 
Proof of his Divinity than his miraculous 
Succeſs in this particular: But tho the Hea- 
thens did reje& their Gods, they retained. 
their Kzbla; at leaſt it was "Gov retrieved, 

and became more generally received after, 
than before, the Era of Chriſt ; for the con- 
vert Jews, who were of them that had moſt 
ſignally ſed it, henceforth gave up their 
Point; that from this Quarter came a 
confiderable Reinforcement to the Obſervers 
1 of the Eaſtern Mode: which therefore was 
. fo far from receiving any check upon this 
4 great Revolution in Religion, that this 
very time may we moſt properly date its uni- 

verſal Prevalence or Reception. For I ſup- 

- r 


4 Et ita Vota cuſcipiente contuzantur Aram & Orien- 
tem Cali, Vir. ubi ſupra. 
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faiſſe Ritum, cum illius mentio fiat ab anti- 
Gerhard; Loc. de extremo Judicio, 


Quittiand 
— Parril 


ment, 


 Worſhiping towards the E A8 r. — 
ment, and Integrity; nor do I conceive it , 
neceſſary (fince my utmoſt Ambition is not | | 
a full Margin) to trouble my Reader, or | 
myſelf, with making many more References, | 
NY Os NEL | | 
Hands. 
| 

| 


Fi TOY * tis alleg d the ay 
Chriſtians prayed towards the EasT; Be- | 
cauſe the E'asST is a Title given to Chrif in | 
the Old Teftament ; for which they cite Zech. See al | 
vi. 12. Which, from the Septuagint, they ch. iu. 8. | 
tranſlated, —— Behold the Man whoſe Name | 
is the EAS T. But this Tranſlation of theirs | 
the accurate Author of that moſt excellent 
Treatiſe, entitled An Enquiry' into the 
Conſtitution, &c. of the Primitive Church, 
clearly ſhews to have been a Miſtake, ariſing 
from the Ambiguity of a Greek Wotd, and 
the Fathers not underſtanding the Original 
Hebrew, which ought to have been render- 
ed, as in our own Tranſlation it is, the 
BRANCH, and not the EasT. To what 
this moſt judicious Writer has there obſerv- 
ed, I ſhall only add, in Vindication of our 
Engliſh 5. that by thus ren the 
Text, it has made it exactly to accord with | 
the foregoing Prophecies on this — 1 
both in Feremiab and 1/aiah. Bebold the days Jer. Xxiii. | 
come, faith the Lord, Anm unto 5 | | 


' 
| 
- — | 


— 


OY 


* Juſtin. Martyr. Cent. 2. Kat dun d vag for, 
d &vzo F Fr Dialog. cum 5 EE | | 
334. See, The E , Part ii. P. 19. | | 

David | 
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Worſhiping towards the EAS r. 
Prayer affirms, viz. —— in Zecb. in. 8. and 
vi. 12. The Meſhab is called the Bxanenys 
and in Luke i. 78. The Day-Spring; in all 
which Places the original Words fignify the 
EasT, and are ſo rendered in all other Ver- 


„ Glad am I., 
no i old ened to 
„ K EE Side of rue gr 
Triumph and Inſult would ſuch an one havi 
cried out —— The Chriſtian Dactors do not 
underſtand the ſacred Books themſelves, which 
contain the Myſteries and Principles of their 
own Profeſſion ; but are as wide in their No- 


tions from the true Senſe and Interpretation of 


them, as EARTH from Heaven! 


to-prinutive Reaſon for worſhiping towards 
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ü. Strom. &b. vii. p. 520. Ser, 


i Clem. Alex. Cent. 
The Engairy, Part ii. p. 
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tick, nibil eft in rerum Natur unde S1M1LE 
duci non poteſt; wiz. At this Rate there is no- 
thing in Nature, but may ſerve to make an 
EMBLEM. 


A THIRD Reaſon aſſigned is — To de- Origen: 
note our Diligence in the Service of God, in Cent. 3- 
being more forward to ariſe and ſet about it, , 
than the Sun to run his Courſe. But here 
again, if the Sun move not, it can be no 
great Merit to be ſtirring before him; and if 
e does move, it can be no ſmall Vanity to 
boaſt of out-doing him. The Prophane per- 
haps would think it no more than a primitive 
Gaſconade. But this Reaſon has a Text to 
it: but it happens to be an Apocryphal one, Wiſd. xvi. 
and that too quite foreign to the p as 28. 
will appear to any one, who will take the 
Pains to conſider the genuine Senſe of it; 
not forgetting that the Author was a Jew, 
i. e. a Man of a quite contrary Kebla. *Tis 
a Reaſon alſo, which to me ſeems to favour 
of the poetick Hypotbefis, viz. That when 
the Sun ſet, he put up his Steeds, went to 
bed, and ſometimes loitered in the Lap of 
3 Zethys, In fine, I do not ſee how this No- 
tion can give any ghoſtly Conſolation, unleſs 
do your early Riſers only; the firſt Glance of 
Y Sunſhine ſpoils the Conceit, and the very Spi- 
nit of it vaniſhes with the Morn; 
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is, * —— That 


Reaſon given 
honourab 


and excellent 


id limes | 


this moſt excellent Reaſon came | 


z ſo 


le 


moſt 
"the World. 


T is 


FEE 


of their own Coun- 


Inſtance I have met 


a Prejudice in the Minds 


teſt 


pleaſan 


Men > the 
yh 


s F rhe 


hat 


Chineſe 


moſt excellent Eaſt- 


who have, time out 


t 


= 2 
. ome 
of all Peo- 


Country 
Yet 


no other 
Eyes 


ſee 


Notion 
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with both 


to 


the 
Men that 
a 
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have 


held their 


ſeem to look a little 


they 


narrow themſelves; and, thanks 
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Nature, we have viſibl 


y our Eyes as wide 
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Worſhiping towards the EAST. 


kind, of Light and Brightneſs; but am not 


apprehenſive our EasT, excluſive of it, has 
any more Light, or Brightneſs, than any 0- 
ther Quarter under the Heavens, 


Bur there ſeems not to have been a Rea- 


ſon more. generally embraced and profeſſed 
by the Fathers, than what I ſhall now men- 
tion in the fifth Place: viz. That the EAs r 
was the Place of Paradiſe, our antient Habi- 
tation and Country, which we laſt in the firſt 


Adam by the Fall, and to which we bope to be 


reſtored again, as to our native Abode and Reſt 
in the ſecond Adam, Chriſt our Saviour. Theſe 
Conſiderations, I fay, are an Argument for 


Eaftward Adoration, which has been graced 


by many of the greateſt Names in Chriſtian 
Story, 5 


Bur, pace tantorum Virorum, we have a 
more ſure Word, to which we ſhall do well 


to take heed ; which faith, F ye then be riſen Col. iii, 
with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are above, "> 2. 


where Chriſt fitteth at the right hand of God: 
Set your affettions on things above, not on 


things of the earth; for where your treaſure Lake xii. 
is, there will your heart be alſo. Again ano- 3+ 


——— 


JJ RT oe 


* Baſil. Greg. Nyſf. Athanaſ. Cyrillus, Chr 
ge. See Mr. Bi 2 Antiquities, Vol. V. 5. 278. 


F 2 whence 


unto mount Sion, and unto the 


n tells us, gave Riſe to 

three firſt Centuries, * 

udgment Chrift ſhould * 

Earth a thouſand Years with his 

Elett;, during which Term alſo, according 
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preſent, than that it can raiſe in us but very 
ſlender Expectations from the Holy Land, 
tho? we ſhould turn to it ſeven times a Day. 
When Cruſado was the Word indeed, it might 


haye had its Conſequences, 


Bur again; This is an Argument for 


turning to the EAs r, which would oblige 


half Mankind to turn their backs upon it: 
for that all Nations to the Eaftward of the 
ſuppoſed Situation of the new Jeruſalem, by 
Virtue of the ſame Argument, muſt face a- 
bout to the Wz sT, tho? in direct Oppoti- 
tion to, and in the very Teeth of the four 
firſt ingenious Reafons above-ſhewn to the 
contrary, —— But theſe things, I doubt not, 
will be eafily reconciled by the learned Ma cr 
of the Age, thoſe faſt Friends to the Ri- 


29 


SING Sun. Tho! honeſt Dr. Cave indeed Prim. 


ſays, for his Part, how it can be done, he 
is not able to imagine; and yet all Sides talk 


* * 
on 1 
* 7 


hriſt. 
Part I. P- 


of no leſs than Apoſtolical Tradition and 


Bu r leaving this Point, to be adjuſted by 
thoſe whom it may more concern, amongſt 
the Arguments taken from the Fathers on 
the preſent Subject, the fixth Place I ſhall 
aſſign to a P in LaFantizs, Book II. 
Chap. x. We have already heard how the 
EasT is the Fountain of Light and Bright- 
neſs; but here we have a Father tells us 
*Tis God himſelf abo is this Fountain, and the 
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ſpecified, the SUN furely has the beſt Claim | 
whether he be EAS 1 or 
eſpecally in the Sov TH, Where 


itted as a Rule, we ought to 
SOLES Te | 
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Turks to the Sou rz *, and in the Evening 
with the Jews to the WISs r. 1 


Wor ſhiping towards the EAs r. 31 
Orientem Chriſti Ryuram be EAs r, that 
Emblem of Chriſt ! —— Had the Father been 
called upon, I am apt to think he muſt have 
explained himſelf to mean ihe Sun in the 
EasT : By the fame Liberty, with the ſame 
Emphaſis and Propriety, may we alſo fay 
aloud, Meridiem Chriſti . viz. 
That the South rather, in his preſent State, 
is Cbriſts Emblem ; the SouTn, I fay, where 
the SUN receives his higheſt Exaltation, and 
ſhines triumphant in the brighteſt Throne of 
his Glory. But in truth, I could never fee 
any juſt Authority we Chriſtians have to 
worſhip God by Figures which be hath not 
appointed: The Jews, tis plain, were ſtrictly 
prohibited i it, and pretty ſharply reproved for 
it: To whom (ſays the Prophet) will ye liken 16. xl. 18; 
Gad? or what likeneſs will ye compare mnto 
bin? 3 ms ſame Chapter where 

be cautions the c 

Sun Sc. in divine Service, has theſe words: 

3 —— Take ye therefore good beed unto your- Deut. iv: 
Y i} ſelves; for ye ſaw no manner of fimilitude on 15. 
„ i the day that the Lord fpake unto you in Ho- 
rel, out of the midſt of the fire. Now a Fi- 

7 gure or Emblem is but another Word for 
AY = Similitude or Likeneſs, or Image; and I 
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mination *, And tho the Doctor will have 
it to be clear to any Man reading the Law, 
that the Fews received not any thing in com- 
mand from God for erecting the Sanctum 


Sanftorum Weſtward ; I herein alſo beg 
leave to differ from him, as conceiving this 


res fon v, nh nth 


its 1 110 
Holies nd towards the Wh. as might 
collected, (ſays he) and that not obſcurely, 


from the Wards of Moſes, Exod. xxvi. 22. 


which Words of Moſes, whoever is pleaſed 
to turn to them, will, at Sight, appear to 
carry with them a Command of God appoint- 
ing the Situation *. * 


the Lord, between the Porch and the 


* Cuivis Legem perlegenti clarum eſt, Ifraelitas de 
Sancto Sanftorum verſus Occiduam Ccli . 4 ex- 
truendo, nihil a Deo in mandatis acc 5 

Y Neque Templum ſolummodo, &, illi 
typon, Tabernaculum, Sanctum Sanctorum occĩ- 


dentali ——— obverſum habuit: Hoc e verbis, 
haud obſcure colligendum. Exod. xxvi. 22. p. 843. 
* And for the Sides oe OO 37 


wdem hunc locum reddunt 
Noftri, aliique ; Sed — il a vero illim Senfu defle- 
Qentes, nam vox Hebrza JI? cum ad res inanimatas 


transfertur, non latus, ſed finem, terminum, extremita- 


tem notat. Spencer abi ſupra. 
G regard 


Houſe, and behold at the 
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Service. 
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red turning to the WzsT not only as a 
_ but an eſtabliſhed Part of the Few- 


there is no God befides me: —— * 
1448 as Light is not only 
Subſtance, (thus the 2? 
meant it, who affigned Light for 


not 
fling 
fined dali 
That the firſt 
pure ther, or ſubtile Light, which diffus d 
welf every where to give Life, Motion, and 
Reaſon, 1 this Philo- 
ſophy (whatever y may want to be 


| 


in the preſent enlighten'd Age, I f 


1 the Chevalier Ramſay's Theokgy of the Autienti, 4 
5 hope, F 
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Hope, will ſcarce paſs for Orthodox. Tho- 
at the fame time, God, by way of Compari- 


ſon, may be called Light ; for as a Father 

well obſerves, A the Sun is to the Sight, ſo 

is God to the Saul. So when our Saviour 1s 

faid to be the Light of the World, and the John viii. 
true light which lighteth every man that com- 12. i. 9. 
eth into the world; Commentators teach us 

he is ſo called Claritate Vitæ & Dofirine ; 
by reaſon of the Brightneſs of bis Example 
and Doctrine; and in this Senſe is Fobn Bap- 


tiſt ee and bin- v. 35. 
ing Light. | 5 


To proceed: tho? *tis true one Scripture 
fays God dwelleth in Light ; tis as true, ano- | 
ther faith, Clouds and darkneſs are round a- Pſal. 
bout him: and yet another He made xcrii. 2. 
darkneſs bis ſecret place; bis pavilion round Wi. 1. 
about him were dark waters and thick clouds : 
in his Commentary upon which laſt Pſalm, 
Cardinal Bellarmin obſerves, God's ordinary or 
common Method of manifeſting bimſelf was by 
a Cloud; and that be made ofe of dark Clouds 
to teach us, by way of Symbol, bis Inv1s1B1- 
LITY, and that all theſe are metaphorical 
Expreſſions, to give us to underſtand that God 


— . * _ _— 


d Quod enim Sol eſt Senſui noſtro, id Intellectui eſt 
Deus, Nazians. Orat. de Athanaſ. 


G 2 - 


than 


Ut eo ve- 


ſe oſtendere ſo- 
cap. ix. 1 Reg. viii. 


and decent that 
y Judgment na- 


E PLACE to- 


in m 


light to bim are both 
Judgment, viz. 
34, Ke. 


and indecent 
inviſibilem fe efſs demonſtret. Sunt 


nebulam 
ILLD 


Plato's C 
. 
e andy til | 


kink a = 


unjuſt 


ex lib. 


Ara 
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Vid. Bellarm. Ex- 
for 


imus Deum invi- 


gi 


q 


ca, ex qui 
Nobis fe facere. 


== 


Planar. in B/. xvii. ver. 11. & 13. 


Worſhiping towards the E as r. 
for Men to pretend to limit God to any 
Place; eſpecially for Chriſtian Men, when 2 
Few would teach us —— God bath filled all 
Things, extends beyond all Things, and bath 
left nothing void of, or uninhabited by himſelf *. 
When again Plato, and even Drogenes, would 
teach us —— All things are full of God ©: 
and the former expreſsly, That tis i 
God ſhould be in à particular Place: which 
is yet more clearly expreſs'd by one of the 
Fathers, who thereupon obſerves —— God 
is bis um Place: as does alſo another, add- 
ing withal That be is bis own World, 
and all Things to Himſelf *: And the learned 


\ i 4 W 


4 nasa * x; d * * 38 8 
xerdy N, u Lenne &roafaorey tand. Philo, Sac 
I 17% prin p- 41, & 42. Edit. Tur- 

Gd , Tay ri: Plato, Leg. 10. N 
nas a yap ig Oeg cn - . Cyn. 

Hiſce addas Virgilianum i ud: 

— Deum namque ire per omnes 

Terraſque, Traftaſque M Maris, Cœlumque okadey. 

Gros. 4. 

f ro 3} whrs hben celeb, whre Jaov Tuyy five By, 8 Toad 
We 7 zynyrcobas ay. Plato in Parmenide, p. 
13 

E *O wiv uy Ord; diane; Br, x) &repiyparlog, 27 ven the 
Tir, &urds yap favls rrog Tos. ” Pamaſcen. de Fide, lib. 


i. c. 1 


i Ged ir bis own Wall ts * his Place, and all 
things, Tertollian. See — Ber of the Fathers 
by 1 And I think I have 
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Waorſpiping fowards the E a8 r. 
around the Earth, why ſhould 
the EasT, in particular, ingroſs the honour. 
of its Situation? And again, if it ſhould be 
itſelf the Center of the Earth's Annual Cir- 


cle about it, I do not ſee why any one Point 


of the Compaſs ſhould have this Right of 
Claim more than the reft : Admitting there- 
fore that God dwells in Light, yet it doth not 
therefore follow, that be dwells in the E.asT 


more than in the WzsT; or that the one 
End (to borrow the Scripture Phraſe) of the Pf. xix. 6. 


Heavens has a Jot better Title to our Deyo- 
tions, than the other. 


I $HALL now proceed to a Seventh Cauſc 


aſſign' d why we ſhould worſhip towards the 


EAsT, which may be faid to be three-fold 3 


viz. Becauſe Chriſt made his Appearance on 
Earth in the Eas r; and there aſcended into 
Heaven; and there will appear again at the 


laſt Day. 


Tnar Chiift's Appearance on Earth was 


in the Eaſt to all thoſe who were Weſt of it, 
is what no-body can deny: And *tis as ſure 
alſo that it was in the Weſt to all thoſe vaſt 
populous Nations, which lie EasTwarD of 
the Holy Land. Now how _ Chriſtian 


— 


1 Athan. Qurſt. ad Antiochum; See 1. 
Bingham's Origines Eecleſiaſticæ, Val. W oh _ 
The Canons of St. Nl, Cam. 92. 

People 
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Wa ſniping towards the EAsT. 


Bur there (viz. in the EasT where he 
diſappeared) He will appear again at the laſt 
Day. But, with the Father's Leave, 
this is News that wants Confirmation, which 
it can receive from Heaven only: The Rab- 
bies indeed, who had ever a remarkable Zeal 
for bringing Buſineſs to their own Country, 

have long fince fix d the Grand Aſſize in the 
Valley of Teboſaphat ; to which alſo the = 
Fathers have ſo far agreed, as to nominate 
the mount of Olives, overlooking the fame, 
for the Judgment-Secat ; but ſhould we refer 
the ia k to an impartial Jury of Dutch 
Commentators, I ſhould not at all be ſur- 
pris'd to find them bringing in their old 25 
dict, Ignoramus. And, for my own part, I 

muſt confeſs, when I attempt to ſurvey in 
one View all the Sons of Men, that ever 
have been, are, or are to be, I cannot for 
my Life conceive this is a Day's Work to 
be done in a Dale: and I once knew a Wor- 
cefterſhire Divine, who could no more bear 
to hear talk of the Vale of Fehoſaphat for this 
purpoſe, than the Yale of Eveſham: nay, he 
was moſt furiouſly certain, the latter, ac- 
cording to the wh moderate Computations 
in Chorography, was above Ten Thoufand 
times more capacious. This therefore, ſome 


» — * * 


— — 


» Vide Gerhardum de extremo Judicio, p. 60. 
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 Worſhiping towards the EAs v. 
ing towards the EasT? when tis plain the 
Conſequence of the latter would be worſhip- 


ing from every Point of the Compals ; for 


that all the World lies round the Wa E- 
KIN, | 


Bur in the eighth Place; I find another 
DT of Scripture, generally alluded to by 
the Fathers, is much inſiſted upon by many 
even to this day, viz. Mal. iv. 2. 1 Here, 
ſay they, is Chriſt directly calPd the Sun of 
Righteouſneſs, by a true and literal Tranſla- 
tion; and by turning towards the Eaſt, when 
we pay our Adoration, we are ſymbolically 
led to Chriſt. 5 


To this I reply; as to the uſe of Sym- 
bols to lead Men to God, I have already 
given my Opinion; and ſhall only have oc- 
caſion here farther to obſerve, what alſo 
hath been already imply'd ; - That if the 
Argument be good, viz. We ought to turn 
to the EasT, becauſe Chriſt is called the 
EasT; Then will it be good alſo, We 


_ TT CEE — 


? Salopiæ Mons famoſus. 

1 Clem. Alex. Strom. lib. vii. Aug. de Ser. Dom, 
in Monte, Ib. ii. c. 5. Item, Hieron. in Amos, chap. 
vi. ver. 14. Verkh ad Orientem inimus cum 
Sole Juſtitiz. Vide Orig. Eccleſ. Vol. V. 5. 277. Unta 
you that fear my Name, the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhall a+ 
r i/e, &c. Mal. iv. 2. 


H a ought 
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A DISQUISITION upon 


to turn to the Sun, becauſe he is 
the Sun; and thus ought we to do in 
Point of the Heavens the Sun is 
i 8 EasT to WEST; at 
which rate, if we count by Degrees only, 
no leſs than 180 different Ke- 
nts to turn our Eyes upon, in 
in the dark Days before 
God with any tolerable 
critical ( as who would 
is Devotion, a Man had need of a 
well as a Kalendar ; — 
aright, muſt „ as well as fail, 
and Compaſs. 


— 
— 
5 


IT; 
The 


Com 
Place I ſhall aſſign to the Opi- 
learned and very worthy 
with reſpe& to the Ceremony 
us. His words are theſe, The 
is Cuſtem ſeems to be derived 
Baptiſm, in which it was 
the Devil with their Faces to 
„ and then turn about to the Eaſt, 
their Covenant with Chriſt ; from 
{continues he) I conceive it became their 
om to worſhip God after the ſame 
they bad, at firſt, enter'd into Co- 
th him In this, with the 
deference to fo deſerving a Man 
to the Antiquities of the 


Fr. 


S 
. 


If 
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marine. * Vol. V. p. 276. 
Church, 


or APE RES Rt AR ed ic ro SE ns» je * 


n ee er gary? oe 4 


Worſtigin towards the EAs r. 


Church, I beg leave to diſſent from him; 
becauſe (for ought I can poſſibly find) the 


Ceremony of turning to the EasT 
Chriſtians, was much prior to that of turn- 
ing to the WEST; Dr. Spencer (if I take 
him right) ſuppoſes it to have generally pre- 


vailed almoſt from the very Infancy of Cbri- 
ftianity ©. And there is no room to diſpute 


but that it was the Practice of the ſecond 


Century; but for turning to the Weſt, Mr. 
Bingham himſelf ſupplies us with no Autho- 
rity, I can yet find, above the fourth. And 
indeed, from what "Dupin obſerves, I am in- 
clin'd to believe it had then its Riſe ; In this 
Century, (viz. the IVth) fays he, Ceremonies 
were carried to the higheſt Point of their 
Splendor ; Baptiſm was adminiſtered with 
abundance of Ceremonies , Dr. Cave indeed 

icularly mentions this Ceremony of turn- 


45. 


ing to the Weſt at Baptiſm, in his Primitive Part I. p. 
Chriſtianity ; but the Authors he alleges for 3'+ 


it are both of them Fourth-Century-Men ; 
nor does he mention it as a primitive Cere- 
mony, but expreſsly as an additional Rite of 
After-Ages ; obſerving, firſt of all, that in 

the Apoſtles Age, Baptiſm was adminiſtered with 
great Nakedneſs and Simplicity, probably (ſays 


nn 
— : — — — — 


— 


* Sane Chriſtiani longe plurimi, a primis pene naſ- : 


centis Chriſtianiſmi Seculis, ad Orientem converſi pre- 
cabantur. De Leg. Heb. Rit. p. $46. 
» Eccl. Hiſt, "Fi Il. 5. 13 


he) 
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he) without any more Formality, than a ſhort 

„ and repeating the Words of Inſtitution. 

indeed Mr. Bingham himſelf, before he 

Page 280. cloſes his , candidly es his own 
Diffidence, w it were ſo or not, as he 
had conjeQtured. 


A x Þ here, by the way, I ſhall not ſcru- 
ple to declare my Opinion, That I do not 
: had any more Reaſon to 
peculiarly to the Devil, than 
Eaſt peculiarly to 


Hand, 


n 
FF 


» 6? Sc, FT as 


Worſhiping towards the EAST. 


Hand, tis as well known alſo by all, who 


know any thing of facred Anti that 


the Apartment which God. choſe in his own 


Houſe, wherein more peculiarly to manifeſt 
the divine Preſence, was the Weſt-End of the 
Temple. And I have often thought the Lan- 
guage of LaFantius and St. Ferome, upon 
this account, could not but give very great 
Offence and Scandal to the Fews. The 
WesrT, ſays the former, is aſcribed to that 


turbulent and wicked Spirit v. And, fays the 


latter, In our Myſteries, the firſt Thing — 
is to renounce him who dwells in the Weſt *. 
When, that There is the very MajesTY of 


God, was, with the Rabbies, as much a Pro- 
verb, as any in Solomon *. 


THrtsx Confiderations lead me to what I 
ſhall obſerve as the tenth and laſt Reaſon, 
for N t, why the primitive Chriſtians 

N viz. the Rule 


of 8 or a Spirit of Oppoſition, not 
to ſay Enmity, towards the Jews. 


For what I have now faid, methinks I 
already IR ey to account; and 


. 


„Mies divina eſt in Qccadente. Main. Mr. 
Newech, F. II. cap. 45. 


my 
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Anſwer is, I met with it as a late t 
i ith ſome- 
Papers th es 2 

at the 
» Becauſe, ſays my 
the deadlieſt, and moſt 
iſtianity that are in the 
many Laws made 

Conformity with 
more than with the Heathens in their 
SO PRATING TO THE EAST 


may not be farther 

tedious, let it here ſuffice to obſerve only, 
who inſiſt this Reaſon ſeem 
that herein do actually con- 
the Heathens, who (as 
i is Diſquiſition has been 
in their idolatrous Worſhip of the 
primitive Practiſers of this 
Catholick Ceremony in the Church 
i Pulige I hve dach me 
elaborate Works of the learned 
_—— Fellow of 
in Oxford; who, expreſsly 
vation of Popiſh from 


Worſhiping towards the Es r. 

of Pagan Galler ic wat their 
22 of Bowing 2 Worſhiping towards 
2 EasT : for the Pagans univerſally Nor- 

ped the 2 as their Supreme God, even 
Tour more de of them, the new Platoniſts, 
Plotinus, — 2 and Julian the Apoſtate, 
4s it appears by bis Oration to the Sun; 
whence it came t0 paſs, that the Sun riſing in 
the EAs T, They uſually worſhiped. that way. 
Hence alſo TAR their Temples, and buried 
their Dead towards the EAs r. oe the 
CG Part III. p. 206. 


Bur to draw „ Thus, 
Readers, courteous. and uncourteous, (for I 
5 . ſhall be very well content 

have bu of cither) have I with 

all Ong lata ore you the moſt plauſi- 
ble, and generally receiv'd Reaſons of the 
Fathers for worſoiping towards the EAST; 
and, without ref] i of Perſons, as impar- 
tially examin'd them, as I have freely exhi- 
bited them: Whether upon their being 
weigh'd they will be found wanting in the 
Ballance or not, I ſhall leave every Man to 
judge for himſelf, as I do for myſelf. Fa- 
ther Origen indeed ſeems to {queak ; or, at 
leaſt, to betray a Diffidence of the Goodneſs 
of his Cauſe, when he defires Men would be 
2 kn, as not to be too buſy in enquiring into 
And St. Auſtin, how well ſoe ver af- 


© See Stillingfleet': Ecclfiaftical Caſes, p. 267. Ed. ad. 
I | feed 
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P TER Lord KING, 
Baron of Ocxaan, 


Lord High Chancellor 
of Great ee f 


May it pleaſe your Lordſbip, 


HO che noble Author of 
109 Wanne of Learn- 
ing gives but little Encou- 
1 to Modern Dedications, 
and obſerves withal, that « Books, 
« ſuch as are worthy the Name of 
« Books, ought to have no Patron 
« but Truth and Reaſon; yet does 
he not diſapprove of the Manner 
of the Antients, who in dedicating 
"Rt their 


T4 3 n - 8 ras. 
4 by 4 l \ *% * 
. 
* i — _ 
* — 


2 = = a _ N 
* * K * * CY 9 2 
r 3 1 * 2 he 
= 


r "OE rare R 
AE had regard to the 
Relation, the kiten and Propriety 

of the Argument to the Perſon, | 


Now k 5 happens, My Lord, 

that the Di/quifitien I have engag d 
in, es i ks has been elſe- 
where acknowiledg d ) to an Eu- 
Weida lesg fine 
your Lordſhip. It will 
| alſo be readily granted, that Icould 
W . not poſlibly have addreſs d myſelf 
| to a _ 8 nt and proper 
Judge therein con- 

tain d: 5 your Lordſhip is by 
all allow d to be Maſter of the Con- 
ſtitution, as well of the Primitive, as 


aſcrib'd to 


_ both conſider d, inn menen | 
| | A your own. and 
I | | 

7X As an W of ] 
{ will now fully 3 ö 
_ 8 e Fe 2 l 


FATE 


1 


TIED 
; a | 
tion in general from Thoſe, who re- 


t a Diſcourſe of this nature 
intoa much narrower compaſs, may 
ſeem to need ſome Apol 
I have to. offer is, that it hath been 
owing, in part, to a Demonſtration, 

which the Purſuit of 'my Subject 


5 1 ra 


ablenaſs ofelicir Dovenlhs3 und are 


not yet fix d in the Opinion, that 
in Matters of Religion, 


60 8 ene dito Cuſtom. 


1 Thave be be e 


ogy: what 


hath led me to attempt; that the 
Primitive Chriſtians had no Notion 


of praying, Or Profe ing their Faith 


towards an Mar; and that, even 
to the Fifth Century 
tuation of Churcbes was directly the 
Reverſe of what we now behold. 


Some Addition alſo has been OCCA-- 


— d TAP the incidental Proof of the 


x6 let k in ü üs 


, the General Si- 
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- found more 


Spuriouſneſs of the Conſtitutions that 
go under the Name of the 4boftles. 
In fine, there are few Points per- 


tle ſoever the preſent has hitherto 
been cultivated; which will be 
productive of Enter- 
tainment for the- Curious, or In- 
ſtruction for the Inquiſitive after 
and this in a Caſe 
which has had no ſmall Influence 


upon the Faith and Practice of all 


Ages. But of the whole your Lord- 
ſhip will beſt determine; for whoſe 
Deciſion in all Things no Man can 
— greater Regard and Reverence 


My Lord, * 


Your Lordſbip's 1112 
Moft Humble, and moſt 
Devoted Servant, 


William  AsPLiN. 
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haps of Sacred Antiquity, how lit- 


{ 


EO ſooner did the former Part of this 
Diſquiſition appear in the World, 

me but was immediately importun d 
5 Sone, and provoł d by Others, 
10 bring it down to the preſent Times: But 
the Reſolution IT bad taken was, in the firſt 
place, patiently to abide tbe more mature Fudg- 


ment of the Publick, whether I had d 
the right Side of the Queſtion. 


THIS I have fince found determin'd in _ 
the affirmative, and that by the Learned and | = 
Candid even amongſt thoſe whoſe Inclinations | 
led them another way. But when I was thus L 
entirely ſatisfied as to the Merits of the Cauſe, : 
there aroſe an Objefion of the tendereſt Na- [: 
ture | 


T 
th) 
> 
ty 


2 time ſuſpended * 
* and Reſpe to 


; 
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0 


arther Enquiry, 
. rw 6 dra that not 
One of this expreſs any 
we tha . the Point oppos'd, or bad 


Excour agement (whateyer might 
for its Defence ; that the Prac- 
rather impos*'d by Cuſtom, than ob- 
of Choice ; and that their Lordſbips 
y * not * 82 10 find then. 
mpoſition, providad ii 

in a from oe 41 ſubmiſſive Man- 


2 — the Application of Wir 


11 in them- 
ſe on whom 
8 are, e . ſeriouſly | 
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HIS, as it was matter of Swifts 1 
in that I found myſelf at liberty to. 

| W not only my 0wn 
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jous Follies naturally fel 
ption of them.” And 


_ PRESA C E. 


. 15 


ml. 


"= 


1 1 


4 hd ———— 
rations on either Side; D that in our 
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PKE ACE. 
"6 Þ was tip wonder, fince | 


„He does not de. 
fend them. Is 'which-alf I.connct bus think 
bim extremely right, there being no Man wha 
leſs approves, or, ſtrictiy ſpeaking, more abbor; 
than myſelf a Ridicule which is eitber not 
founded upon Reaſon, or not contain'd within 
the Bounds that Reaſon preſcribes. In foort, 
All I concerve worth contending for in this 
Way, is only (and that where the Subjett de- 
ſerves no more Ceremony) n "OR * 
ee 


Sa: = —Y 


THESE lat Wink 1 e oft 
may ſound in the Ears of m a ontra- 
e, eee of Vulger Error, that 
REAasoN and RipicuLE are Things of a gui 
different nature, and inconſiſtent with each + wank 
whereas, if duly conſider d, true and juſt Ridi - 
cule will appear to be one of the fineſt: and 
Ne Species of Reaſoning, being 0 other. 
tum ex Abſurdo, a Topick bia 
—— Logicians in all Ages have rem 
mended to others, and had-recourſe is them- 
ſelves. Were I indeed worthy to he a d, what 
rr £, 
ſhould ſay, at once, The. Syllogiſm of bis — 
tings : But as it bas been not injudiciouſly 
marked of Pindar, ECT 4 lle Bot: | 
« tom. as much Logick- a Aritole or Evade. 
&* the fome Criticks bave tbongbt him mad: 
So may it be affirmed. alſo there-iare Bien, - 
the Nan ich: will 4 8 
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r REFA CE. 


1 Senſe of this Truth, wwhen, as tbe in- 
genious Dr. Main obſerves, «© They made uſe 
te even of Laucian's to banter. dtn 


* the Heathen Cod; and that to bim it is we 


— 


art of the Manna noto 
us: they bave generally been aſcridu 10 the 
PLEASURE that — it ; to which I ſball 
898 of another Confideration roo 

One of the greateſt Reſtraints Nature bas laid 
upon the Minds of Men. is that of nau; 
aud as it muſt be a very ſenſthle Reproach 
Creatures pretending 10 Reaſon to eſpouſe No- 
tions that are Ridieulous, to. ſbew them 10 be 
ſuch muſt be a very proper Method to re- 


form them ; eſpecially where Religion is con- 


AT the ſame” tine it muſt be own'd; this 
moſt agreeable and uſeful Method of Convic- 
tion is. not without its Enemies; nor can it 
be. denied: that the ſtrongeſt and moſt violent 
e have been raisd, and ſtill are car- 
ied on apainſs it : i that 
feling Chriſtianity) ſcruple not to 
a Jure Mark of a 12 
* though it be in 


Kae Ze. Cites of 
Argument, fr N, Le 
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FH 6. Primitive Ratbers foem-t have. bad 
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is of Water.” 
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dull, they can endure nothing 
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3 PREFACE. : | 
« Gay are ibe Avenſſon of the Grau: *tis 
true indeed be immediately adds == triſtem- 
« que jocoſi, and the Grave of -the Gi 
—ſo that there js no Love loſt: betzoixs them. 
But when the End propos d on both Sides is 


the ſame, why ſhould: they hate each"otber for 
CO 2 uſe to attain ii? *Tis 7 | 


uſt to impoſe our Taſte in Writing, as in 
Eating, for @ Standard to' all orbers ; and we 
may as well expect that every May fbould 


of our own.. Add ts this; as God bas 
given to different Men different Talents, all 
which may be ſincerely employ'd for bis Glory, 
and accepted by him, it muſt be an odd Sort of 
Self-Partiality for us to ſuppoſe none but our own 
will be ſo. | | A . 


BUT, ſay the Grave, This Way has been 
fo much abus d, both in its Uſe and End. 7 
reply: As Wit may be inconſiſtent with Good. 
Manners, or Good-Nature ; ſo may Gravi 
with both, and with every thing elſe that is 
good : We ſhall do well to obſerve. alſo every 
Manner of Writing bas its Counterfeit or falſe 
Likeneſs: as there is a falſe Sublime, - ſo is 
there a falſe or affected Calm; as falſe Wit, 


fo falſe Reaſoning. He therefore that would 


argue againſt the Lſe of Ridicule where Reli- 
gion is concern d, becauſe: it has been abugd, 
may as. well argue againſt the Uſe of Rea- 
ſon, in any other - way, in the ſame Cauſe ; 
fince it bas therein been abus'd alſo, and that 
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* Horat. ad Lollium. Ep. L. i. vi. 
; 70. 


orm bis Features, as bis Style, 10 the Mo- 
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By (POPE TTY 8 
of the World; Ade is the gravelt Maw: 


ner,” did, with all due Form and yy 
„C 
+ and *tis as well knows that dur | 


— DN mes: and others the beft Writers . 
of the Proteſtant Side, have as ſetiouſly endea- 
vour'd 10 rally u r 3 


LASTLY, there are Thoſe alſs who have obs 
Mr © Gn, <derres Miles On 
Manher in diſpute, wherever Religi * ok A 
cern d. | And indeed would * 

nſec 


vocation or A 2 
to mean, that 
or, RN A rg — to de- 
ride God and his Religion, is a Proffice bigh- 
h irreverent and indecent, none but an Atheift . 
could deny it: But that Mankind ought to f 15 
in aue f every Thing that has the Aſſuranct 2 
to uſarp the Name of Religion, or claim Re- E 


lation #0 it, however falſe or ridiculous, and 


this under Penalty of Civil Puniſhment, -. & 


2 
a” Conceit that ſmells ſtrong of the Caruct, = 
and becomes no Man more than SPIE +4 
the e 3 8 * 


FOR my n 19 


'tis my Caſe to have no Notion of the Re 
rence due 10 Superſtition z much leſs to Im- 
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„ FEEFWCE 
alſo decent, and executed without Breach of 
Manners. Nor does the Number 'of Thoſe 
eſpouſe a Deluſion (as ſome are apt to al- 


T 


11 


) at all alter the Caſe in its favour, by ren- 
2 pda ie The 
more it prevails, the more neceſſary does it be- 
come | | 3 for which indeed, 


Duarter, ſmall Thanks are to. be ex- 
bis being undeceiv'd 
ay agreeable 


I 


intemperately determin'd, 
it in any Book 2 the Sub- 
of Religion muſt proceed from a DR PRAv'D 
ND, world do well to confider what Sox r 
Sin muſt be, which avec; Here ve 
Parts of Scripture itſelf are f 
| of an Evil Spirit. This ſole Re- 
flexion, I am verily perſuaded, would mind them 
for the to ſpeak more ref; ly, or at 
th greater Caution, of a Manner that 
authorie'd by the Uſe of Inſpir' d 


| theſe Thoughts with an Extract 
from one of My. Addiſon's FaztnoLptss, 
— SubjefF of which is — be Usz 
ApvanTAcz of Wir and Humour 
proper RzcuLaTions.” „ Thoſe, 
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PREFACE: 
66 Entertainments of Mirth as are inſtructiue, 


& or at leaſt barmleſs, m ay be thought to de- 
if well o Mankind + To which I ſhall 
« on add, that N retrieve the Honour of 
d len and unſier thoſe ſower 
2 — 2 2 affelt to ſtigmatiſe the 
4 fineſt and moſt elegant Authors, both antient 


% and modern (which they have never read) 


&« gs dangerous 10 Religion, and deſtructive 7 ; 


« all ſound and ſaving Knowleage.”* 


7 HIS Preface is already much longer than 
I deſign'd: Yet the Reader — may want 


to know, before I conclude it, whence it is that 


TI have preſum'd thus to preface à Tract in- 
ſcribd to a Lord High Chancellor of Great Bri- 
tain, as in Dignity, /o in Gravity sxcoxp 10 
NONE. ——*Tis true indeed, if we bave any re- 
gard to the Common Conſent of all - Parties, 


or but reflett upon what is neceſſary to form 4 


conſummate Character in the Two great Pro- 
feſſions of Divinity and Law, it muſt be granted 
that his Lordſhip's tranſcendent Abilities in each. 
Capacity have long ſince ſhewn bim equal to the 
higheſt Station of a Subject whether in Church 
or State, nor could either poſſibly be fill d with 
greater Decorum : Yet at the ſame time it is not 


tbe leaſt Part of bis Lordſbip”s Perſonal Charadter, 


and the Publick Felicity, * in Him the moſt 
awful Gravity is happily * with the 
greateſt Sweetneſs of Nature; induggent 10 
others, ſevere zo himſelf alone. SOT, 


NOR am 1 conſcious that I ſhould hoe 


ow any juſt 3 of Ions bad T carried. 


the 


* 


bing but 
by virtue 
ſelves 


them 
ry ſenſible it i 


def all bis Predeceſſors thought 
not hi 


bis own Charafter to 
ſri hs own Netions, and who, 
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| 1.7 have only farther to 1 n 
Part of my Diſquiſition contains much re 
» and greater Variety 


Con rEN TS 


whereof, 


| the weh Wark might appear 
| bave bere ſubjoin'd to thoſe of - 
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THE 


CONTENTS 


OF THE 
PIRET PART 


HE General Antiquity, the Riſe and 
Reaſonableneſs of this Religiou 


s Ceremony 


in the Gentile Wa, Its early Adoption 
into the Church of Chriſt; with a free and 
impartial Examination of the 3 alſign d 
for u by the Antient Fathers. 


The CoNTENTS of the Second Part. 


SECTION L 
The Diſquiſition ifition continued from the Primitive 
Times to the Reformation: with an Ac- 
count of the Original and Genuine Conſtitution 


the be Law 
of the Church of England, as f * 
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| e 5 N T E N 2 - Win 
eſtabliſdu, in regard to Ceremonies: and | 
bat elſe is four to concern"the preſent Sub- a 


E HER 
Hy Civil Wars. — 


II. \ F | 5 | 


The. State of _ Cal at the Reſtoration ; ; 
with an Examination of the Reaſons- aſſign d 
for. the Practice enquir'd into by Biſtop Spar- 
row, in his RATIONALE upon the Book of 
Common-Prayer. Where alſo, of the Gene- 

| ral Situation of the firſt-built Churches, 


III. 


The peculiar Reaſons examin d that occur in 
Dr. Biſſe's BxeauTY of HoLiwzss in the 
Book of Common - Prayer, &c. As alſo 
Thoſe in My. Wheatley's RATIONAL II- 
LUSTRATION of the ſaid Book. Together 
with the General Argument taken from 
Cos ron and the PRACTICE of the Church: 
Where of. ApoSTOLICAL TRADITIONS, 
and the ConsT1TUTIONS fo calÞ d. OT 
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IV. 


The inſidious and pernicious Conſequences of 
_ the Practice both to Church =] State; 
with the proper Remedy. The concurrent 
Opinion of ſome of the greateſt Ornaments, 
and moſt undoubted Friends of the Church 
of England : And an Anſwer to certain 
Objections againſt = preſent Undertaking. 
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World, Aix IIA, 
Grand KELA“, or Point towards 


. r Cuſtom,” ſays the 
« learned Dr. Cave ſpeaking of the Primitive 
* Chriſtians, «© which os Ladle Prayer was, 
« that they conſtantly pray'd towards the 
« EasT: this was ſo univerfilly common, 
that there's ſcarce any -. Eccleſiaſtical Wri- 
ter bur ſpeaks of it.“ Mr. Bingham, who 
d more particularly conſider d the 
mentions it with ſome little reſtriction: 

his words are theſe —— << There is one Ob- 
« ſervation more which muſt not be omitted, 
- | « becauſe it was a Ceremony almoſt of gene- 
„ ral Uſe and Practice; and that was 'the 

turning their Faces to the Ear 


Ir cannot therefore, I think, be doubted, 
but that it was à very ent as well a 
primitive Cuſtom ; nor it appear to have 
met with any conſiderable Obſtruction for 


CY 
. 5 
— | 


— 
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* 


© Waorſviphns towards the Ener. 
Bur as this Ceremony had its firft Riſe in 


Superſtition and Idolatry, ſo in proceſs of time 
was it found thither to revert again, pro 


the Truth, and to confirm others in their Er- 
rour. This being obſerv'd by Les the Firſt, 


preach and write againſt it: and we have 
ſtill extant ſome very remarkable Paſſages on 
the Subject in a Latin Sermon of his upon the 
Narivirv: a Tranſlation * of which, I pre- 
ſume, may not be unacceptable to the Engliſn 
ja From 'ſuch Inftitutions, ſays he, 

oceeds this Impiety, that the Riſing Sun 
« is worſhip'd from the Hills by ſome of the 

« weaker ſort of People: which ſome Chri- 

e ſtians alſo hold to be ſo very religious 


fore they come to St. Peter's Church, de- 
4 dicated- to the one living and true God, 

« having paſs'd the Steps to the Aſcent ol 
the upper Court, they turn themſelves back 
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ted, towards the Riſing Sun, and bow down 
| a Wi © their Heads in honour of that ſplendid Orb. 
nave ll Which we perceive to be owing partly to 

for il © {enorance, partly to a Spirit of Paganiſm, 


4 and that to our no ſmall Grief and Aﬀic- 
tion: becauſe tho ſome perhaps may rather 
« worſhip the Creator of this fair Luminary 


* The Oxictnar. of this, 7 we other things, too long 


PENDIX at the End of this Treatiſe: Vide Numb. 
. — | B 2 cc ought 


Bur 


ving 
2 Means to ſeduce ſome who had embrac'd 


Biſhop of Rome about the middle of the Fifth 
Century, he thought it his duty, as it appeard 
a matter of very ill Conſequence, both to 


« an Obſervance amongſt them, that be- 


« than Licar itſelf, which is a Creature, yet 


for the Margin, it was ae vide Numb. 


- * - 
3. 


Ss: DISQUISITION. * 


bt which 11 

Tru Light this 
Draw ear 
enlighten'd, and your 
aſham'd : For if ye are 


44 Dann ſo much — — 
be beholds in the Firmament. Not that 
« we would thus injoin or (moſt 

iſe the God, or 


© - £ 1 
IM 


« their Kind alſo; R 
« rational and temperste Ute of every part of 


« the Creation, and all that adorns this 


cc World.“ 


So much good Senſe, deliver'dby a Perſon 


of ſo great Authority, upon fo ſolemn an Oc- 
caſion, muſt needs have given no inconſider- 
able Stroke to the Cuſtom, however — 
lent, of EAsTwAAD Aderatians. A 
ly the Commentator Pineda * aſſures us, — 
it was actually grown out of uſe in this Bi- 
ſhop's, Time i who, we are inform'd by other 
Writers, had -alfo to prohibit it by 
an expreſs Decree. . This Prohibition being 
„that i it continued i in force, as 
Dr. Plot + relates; above eight bundred Years un- 
interrupted, feems to py a Miſtake. 
The very eminent Roman Nitualiſt DurAan- 
dvs particularly obſerves, that Pope Yigilizs, 
who flouriſh'd in the Middle of — next Cen- 
tury, made a Conſtitution that . the Prieſt at 
ec che Altar, and in all Parts of Divine Ser- 
4 vice, ſhould pray towards the Easr. + 


Tais Conſtitution of Pope Vigilius dow — 
appear to have been ever yet - formall 
ver#d; by any of his Succeſfiraa 5 
A e, EAST ho 


„ 
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*1n] tra Tory n 
Natural H Staffordſhire. 
n 2 e e 
flitutione Vigilii Pape verſus Orientem orare. 
Rain Divinorum Officiorum. L. 3. c. 2. 


31. v. 26. 
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A DISQUISITION wor 


faid to be upon the Efeblioment in that Com- 
munion: At the ſame time tis 


given for worſhip- 
ing towards the EasT, when at any time a 
Competition ſhould happen to ariſe betwixt 


here give in the Words 
of a very deſerving modern Author - - - For 
* 'This, and ſuch like Reaſons (viz. as were 
* — — the former Part of this Diſquiſition) 
<< the Primitive Chriſtians uſually pray d with 
their Faces toward the EasT : But after- 
« wards, when Superſtition and Idolatry had 
* over-run the chriſtian Church, and the 
Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, with the 
Practice of ing, and paying divine 
«« Homage to the Elements of Bread and 
Wie came in faſhion, this Cuſtom was 
“ con- 


: - 
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c continued upon a different account: all the | 
cc old Reaſons were forgot, or laid afide ; and | 
c the Altars being built, and the Elevation of bk 
c the: Hoſt being made towards the EAsr, 

« People were taught to bow themſelves that 

« way out of Reverence to God, who, they 
were made to believe, was preſent to their 
66. View in that Quarter * 


IT n1s therefore being the Popiſh Shecinab, 
nothing could be more natural, upon the Fun- 
DAMENTAL Maxim of this Diſcourſe, that 
* in worſhiping every Man ought to turn 
« himſelf towards the Object He adores *, 
than for all. Believers of that Communion to 
take this Turn in Divine Service. Conſonant 
hereto, as to worſhip towards the EAs r ſoon 
became a moſt univerſal Practice in the firſt 
Ages of the Heathen World, wherever the 
8 of the Hoſt of Heaven extended; ſo 
in theſe laſt Ages of the Chriſtian World 
has worſhiping towards the AL r AR been moſt 
catholickly embrac'd and eftabliſh*d in every 
Nation, where the Adoration of this other Hof 
prevaiPd : And this not rarely to the Exclu- 
ſion of the EasT itſelf; for inſtance, as oft 
as the Altars were plac'd ſome other way: 
which muſt of neceflity come to paſs, when 
in proceſs of time they began to increaſe and 
multiply to that Degree, that m many Churches 
ſcarce was there a Corner to be found without 
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Margyrdom is Fox. L'Eafant. alſo mention 
Circumſtance in his Council of Conſtance, Vol. I. 
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Wu after-a long Night of Egyptian, 


or, more emphatically ſpeaking, Lalict Dark- 


neſs, at laſt it pleas'd God once more to viſit 


us with that faered Day-ſpring from on High, 
the Light of tbe Goſpel of Chriſt ; it ſeem'd 
good to the primitive Fathers of our preſent 
Church, amongſt other material Points, to 
take into their Conſideration the multitude of 
Ceremonies in Divine Service ; under which 
Religion languiſh'd, like our choiceſt Fruit 
when depriv*d of the Light = Benefit of 
the Sun; by the too great Luxuriancy of 
Leaves. 7 tn this occaſion our moſt ex- 
cellent Tillotſon has thus expreſs'd himſelf *. 
«© The Church of Rome (as they have handled 
« Chriſtianity) by the unreaſonable number 
« of their needleſs and ſenſeleſs Ceremonies, 
C have made the Yoke of Chriſt heavier than 
that of Moſes, and the Goſpel a more car- 
«© nal Commandment than the Law: So that 
« Chriſtianity is loſt amongſt them in the 
„ Trappings and Accoutrements of it; with 
« which, inſtead of adorning Religion, they 
{© have ſtrangely diſguis'd it, and quits ſtifled 
it in the Crowd of external Rites and Ce- 
„ remonies.“ 


AN p to ſee how juſt a Senſe in their Days 
our great Reformers had of this impertinent, 
and, to uſe their own Words, intolerable Grieu- 
ance in the Church of Chriſt, we need only 
turn to that moſt judicious Advertiſement upen 


* 


* germ. 28. Fol. p. 333. _ in bis Life-Time. 
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10 A.DISQUISITION upon 
this Subject, which annexed to the 
End of the firſt Engliſo 4 Boot, 


« which not only for their Unprofitableneſs, 
but alſo becauſe — have much blinded the 
People, and obſcur*d the Glory of God, are 
« worthy to be cut away, clean _ 
ed.“ —2— And again, ſay They,—< Fur- 
« thermore, the moſt weighty Cauſe of the 
„ Aboliſhment of certain Ceremonies was, 
That they were ſo far abus d, partly by the 
ſuperſtitions Blindneſs of the rude — un- 
partly by the unſatiable Avarice 
fought more their own Lucre, 
| lory of God, That the Abuſe could 
not well be taken away, the Thing remain- 
ing ſtill.” | | 


. 
14 


Hz ux then we have not only a plain Ac- 
count of the Abolition, the Cutting off, and clean 
r rejecting 


Worſorprmmp towards the EST: 
rejeFing of certain Ceremonies of the Church 
at the Time of the Reformation, but alſo plain 
Reaſons for ſo doing. And now, to draw 
towards my Point, I will ſuppoſe the Que- 
ſtion aſk d Which were the Ceremonies 
<« then aboliſh*'d?” And my Anſwer; in a 
Word, 1s——ALL that were not expreſsly re- 
tain d by the Book of Common Prayer, to which 
the aforeſaid Advertiſement was ſubjoin'd. Of 
this the Relation itſelf betwixt the Book and 
the Advertiſement, which can refer to nothing 
elſe, is a ſufficient Evidence: And were more 
Proof requir*d, we need only turn to the firſt 
Leaf of our Common-Prayer Book, which is 
intitled, not only the Book of Common- Prayer 
and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments; but alſo 
of other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church; 
according to the Uſe of the Church of Eng- 
land: We therefore who profeſs ourſelves 
Members of this Church, may as juſtly ima- 
gine we are at our liberty to uſe another Com- 
mon-Prayer, or another Adminiſtration of the 
Cacraments, as Other Rites and Ceremonies than 
what we find in this Book; which, as to this 
particular, primd & plend facie, profeſſes it- 
ſelf to be wrote for the Obſervance of all 
true Sons of the Church of England. 


TR us far have we the Voice of the Church, 
ſpeaking in the very Title prefix*d to its Pub- 
lick Liturgy, and in the authentick Advertiſe- 
ment of its venerable Compilers annexed to 
the fame. Let us next hear what ſays the Law 
by which the Church itſelf was then eſtabliſh'd *. 


2683 Ed. VI. c. 1. 
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them here ; but thus much I beg leave to 
lay before him, viz. That we are there ex- 


acquainted —— <* The Lords Spiritual 
e and Commons in Parliament 


| the Honour of God, 
bp — —— by the Grace 
« of God the One Uniform 


« Rite and Order 3 Common-Prayer 
« and Rites and externe Ceremonies to be uſed 


« throughout &c. did give to the 
« King's Highneſs moſt and lowly 
Thanks for the fame: and deſir'd that all 


* 228 Miniſters in any Cathedral or 
Pariſh-Church, or cher Philze 'whthih this 
«<< « Renim of England, &c. be bounden to ſay 
all their Common and Open Prayer, in ſuch 
« Order and Form as is mentioned in the ſaid 
* Book, and None OTHER Or OTHERWISE : 
8 And that Penalties be ordain'd and enacted 
« for whatſoever Miniſter in Cathedral or 
« Pariſh-Church, &c. ſhould thereafter uſe 
« (wiltully and obſtinately ſtanding in the 
< ſame) any oTHEr RIT I, CxnzMoOny, Ce. 
than is mention'd, and ſet forth in the ſaid 
«* Book.” Which Things were all accord- 
ingly enacted and ordained. 


Aud to know the true Intent and Mean- 
ing of the AR in this Particular, one would 
think 


”" mn” FI wr FIERY rr 


« Finally, to uſe no OTHER CEREMONIES 
« than are G—_— Book of 
« Common-Prayer, or Kneeling otherwiſe than 
« js in the ſaid Book®.” 


Ir appears alfo, that Calvin himſelf had 
the 2 Notion of this Matter; who, 
in his famous Epiſtle about that time to the 
Lord Protector, wherein he declares, in the 
ſtrongeſt terms, his Approbation of a ſet Form 
of Prayers and Ceremonies, aſſigns in part theſe 
Reafons for his Opinion, That thus Paſtors 
„would have a fd Rule from which they 
e might not depart” in their publick Mini- 
« ſtrations, the Harmony of Congregations 
would be the more apparent, and the de- 
« ſultory Levity, of ſuch as affected pecu- 
« liar Innovations, obviated T. 


Ax p when in the laſt Year but one of 
this Reign there was a ſecond Book of Com- 
mon- Prayer, with ſome Alterations, fet forth 
by Authority, as to the Point before us the 
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and Director of all Divine Ser- 
or can I think it poſſible, that 


Dale 


P L 
< vice *. 


I'n the ſucceeding Reign indeed, the Book 
entire, together with the Ads that eſtabliſhed 
it, and the Church itſelf, were all cancell'd and 
deſtroy'd: And amongſt the reſt of the Ma- 


Ter 
— Jodicem — of — 


* | Tit. De Divinis Officiis, c. xvi. 
+ Fox's ad. Hiſtory, Vol. III. p. 31. Edit. 1684. 
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Bou r ſoon after, when a Princeſs appeared 
upon the Throne, born to eſpouſe the Refor- 


mation, and ſupport the Cauſe of Chriſt, the 


late Statute for repealing the Common- Prayer 
Book was itſelf repealed: And the fai 
% Book, with the Order of Service, and of 
« the Adminiſtration of Sacraments, Rites and 
“ Ceremonies, with the Alterations and Ad- 
« ditions therein added and appointed by this 
«+ Statute, (ſays the A primo Eliz. prefixed 
<« to the Prayer-Book) made to ſtand and be 
+ in full force and effect.“ 


FR o I the paſling of this AZ may we date 
the Æra of the Reformation complete: And 
now to reſume my Argument; from this 
Ara alſo may we date the final Period of 
any authoriz'd Ceremony for worſhiping to- 
wards the EasT in the Church of Exgland: 
for after comparing what has been above 
faid upon the Subject of Ceremonies Aboliſb d 
and Retain d, it will require ſure no very pro- 
found Capacity for any Man himſelf to form 


this Concluſion, viz. <* That if there is no 


« Proviſion in our Liturgy for worſhiping to- 
« wards the EasT, then it is no longer to 
te be ed as a Ceremony of our Church - 
For ſince we may not uſe any Ceremony 
<« bat what is retain d by this Book, there 1s 
«© no Medium betwixt not retaining and re- 
e jefting.* And hence have we at laſt a So- 
lution of that Problem which ſo long has 
puzzled many well-meaning People, viz. 
That in the Church of England as by how 


5 


Ceremony: and we may 
al Rule, that with us, in 
ies, not to command is 


A Maxim in the Truth whereof I am 
the more confirm'd, by the manner wherein 


pernaps 
deſerved better of the Church of England. 


« Conctrninc the Multitude of n/cleſ 
« Ceremonies, (ſays he) we know that Auſtin 
« in his time gri complained : We 
< have therefore cut off no ſmall number of 
em, being ſenſible they were become a MW v 
« Burden to the Conſciences of Men, and an Wc 
« Encumbrance to the Church of God. Vet 
do we retain and obſerve not only Thoſe el 
<< we he to be of Apoftolical Tradition, but 
Some others alſo which we thought pro- Wo 
* bably might be ſuffered without Detri- MW 


mw OE . =o 


ment to the Church; being defirous that Wm 


all Things in our Religious 1 th 
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« Paul injoins) ſhould be done decently and 
« in order: But again all ſuch Ceremonies as 
« we found exceedingly ſuperſtitious, or inſig- 
« nificant, Or indecent, or ridiculous, or con- 
« irary to the Word of God, or unworthy of 
&« ſober-minded Men, of which ſort there are 
« an Infinity amongſt the Papiſts, Theſe we 
« caſt off Al without exception, being loth the 
« Worſhip of God ſhould be any longer pro- 
« faned with ſuch like Impertinence. 


Uros the whole therefore, ſince it evi- 
dently appears to me by ſo great a Variety 
of Teſtimonies, giving Light and Strength to 
each other, from the * to the End of 
our Reformation, that whatever Ceremony 
« was not expreſly retain'd in our Liturgy, 
as both by our Liturgy,and our Laws re- 
« jected, I cannot but conclude, that this of 
worſhiping towards the EasT being no where 
therein actually retained, was thereby actually 
rejected, and cut off from the Church of 
England, notwithſtanding all its venerable Pre- 
tences to Primitive Antiquity. 


TRE next Thing I ſhould do in courſe, 
would be as impartially ro examine the Rea- 
ſons . why the Fathers of the Church of 
England threw out this Ceremony, as I 
elſewhere have thoſe why the Fathers of 
* the Church Primitive brought it in:? But 
our Reformers having aſſigned no ſpecial Rea- 
ſons in this particular Caſe, I ſhall content 
myſelf juſt to remind my Reader of ſome of 
the general ones above mentioned, and let 
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every one chuſe and judge for himſelf. — 
Whether, for inſtance, it was upon Suſpicion 
of (to ſpeak with Jewel) Superſtition, Inſignif- 
cancy, or Ridiculouſneſs, as a Thing unworthy 
of ſober- minded Men, and an Impertinency no 
to be tolerated in the Houſe of God.— 
Or whetber (to ſpeak with our firſt Reformers) 
it were for that, at the very firſt, it entered 
into the Church by undiſcreet Devotion, and 
ſuch a ZraL as was without KxowLEpGr, 
and being wink d at in the beginning, grey 
daily to more and more A Buss, till not only 
for its Unprofitableneſs, but alſo becauſe it 
much blinded the — and obſcur d the 
Glory of God ; it was worthy to be abo- 
I'd, cut away and clean rejected. 0 
whether, finally (with ſome farther Variation 
of the Caſe) it were ſo far abus'd partly by 
the ſuperſtitions Blindneſs of the fr gar: fs 
learn'd, and partly by the unſatiable Avaria 
of ſuch as ſought more their own Lucre than 
the Glory of God, that the Abuſes could not 
be taken away the Thing remaining ſtill.— 
For which of theſe Reaſons, I ſay, it was that 
the Fathers of the Church of England, in thei 
great Wiſdom, thought fit to cut off, abolif 
and utterly rejef as a Thing of Nought, « 
rather worſe Nothing, a Ceremony which 
not a few of its Sons have ſince taught us f 
much to reverence, I ſhall not at preſent de 
termine ; bur leave all true Lovers of the Mode 
to chuſe which of the aforeſaid Reaſons the) 
like beſt. | 


- cr „ 1 — —_— — 


Tuus it is abundantly manifeſt that the 
Practice now in Queſtion was one of th: 
| ZEjecle 
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Worſbiping towards the EAST. 
Ejefted Ceremonies by the Alis of Uniformity at 
the Time of the Reformation : But notwith- 
ſtanding it was then ſufficiently purg'doutof our 
Eſftabliſh*d Ritual, the Book of Common- Prayer, 
by thoſe moſt judicious Divines, and venerable 
Fathers of the Proteſtant Church of England, 
who from time to time had the reviſing of it; 
yet do I not at all doubt but the Remains of 
this Practice were ſtill to be ſeen in many 
Congregations : for as Roux was not built, 
ſo neither was it to be demoliſh*d all in a day. 


THAT the Reader may not regard this as 
a Surmiſe only of my own, I would beg leave 
to refer him to Mr. Fox's Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
ſtory about the Beginning of King Edward's 
Reign: where he will find Complaint, *© Thar 
« thro? the perverſe Obſtinacy and diſſemb- 
ling Frowardneſs of many the inferiour 
« Prieſts and Miniſters of the Cathedral and 
c other Churches of this Realm, there did 
« ariſe a marvelous Schi/m and Variety of 
4 Faſhions in celebrating the Common-Service 
« and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, and 
e other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church: 
e for Some, zealouſly allowing the King's Pro- 
e ceedings, did gladly follow the Order thereof; 
e and Others, tho* not ſo willingly admitting 
them, did yet diſſemblingly and patchingly 
c uſe ſome Part of them: but Many, care- 
e leſly contemning all, would ſtill exerciſe 
<« their old wonted Popery.” 


HiTHERTo the King had proceeded by 
Orders of Council only, Injunctions, and Pro- 
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proving inſufficient, a 


clamations; but theſe pr 
Common-Prayer-Book was ſet forth, to bring 
his Sn-jeRs (as the Hiſtorian expreſſes it) to 
fome Co ty, and this Book was alſo en- 
ford by Act of Parliament, with the Con- 
« fideration (as we farther read) of altering 
« thoſe things which were alter d, and retain- 
* ing thoſe things which were retain d in the 
« ſame Book”. But ſtill do we find Com- 
plaints, and that even of the Fuftices of Peace 
themſelves, to _ Truſt — Charge the 
Ki Maj committed the Execu- 
Gente all 7 re Sarma of his Acts of 
Parliament, and of his Laws, via. We 
« are inform'd that many of you are ſo ne- 
« gligent, and fo lack herein, that it doth 
« appear, you do look rather, as it were, 
* thro? your fingers, than diligently ſee to 

* the Execution of the faid Laws and Pro- 

« dlamations: For if you would according to 

your Duties, to your Oath, to the Tru 

* which the King's q 87 in you, give 

** your Diligenee and towards the Exe 
* cution of the fame moſt godly Statute 
* and Injunctions, there ſhould no Diſobe- 

« dicnce, nor Diſorder, nor Evil Rule be be- 

gun or riſe in any Part of the Realm, but 
* it ſhould by and by be repreſs'd, kept 
« down and reform' d. Bur it is fear*d, and 
« the Thing it ſelf giverh occaſion thereto, that 
divers of you do not only not ſet forth, 
** but rather hinder, ſo much as lieth in you, 
the King's 24 Proceedings; and are 
©* content that there ſhould ariſe ſome Diſo- 
© bedienct, 
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c bedience, and that Men ſhould repine a- : 


« oal godly Orders ſet forth by bis Ma- 
« jeſty, you do ſo ſlackly look to the Execu- 
« tion of the ſame; ſo that in ſome Shires 
« which are farther off, it may appear that 
« the People have never heard of diverſe of 
% His Majeſties Proclamations ; or, if they 
« have heard, you are content to wink at it, 
« and neglect it, So that it is all one as tho it 
« qere never commanded.” 


Acain, ſays our Hiſtorian, << What zea- 
« Jous care was in this young King, and in 
« the Lord Protector his Uncle, concerning 
© Reformation of Chriſt's Church, and fincere 
e Religion, by theſe Injunctions, Letters, Pre- 
« cepts and 4 — as well to the Bi- 
t ſhops, as to the Juſtices of the Realm a- 
4 bove premis'd, it may right well appear: 
« Whereby we have to note, not ſo much 
« the careful Diligence of the King and his 
« learned Council, as the lingring Slackneſs 
“ and drawing back, on the other Side, of di- 
« yerſe the ſaid Juſtices and Lawyers, but 
<< eſpecially of Biſhops and old Popiſh Cu- 
c rates, by whoſe cloł d Contempt, wilful 
% Winking, and ſtubborn Diſobedience, the Book 
« of the Common-Prayer was, long after the 


% publiſhing thereof, either not known at 


all, or elſe very irreverently us'd thro? ma- 
ny Places of the Realm.” 


Wx find alſo particular complaint made of 
the Biſhop of London, That thro? his evil 
Example, Slackneſs of Preaching, and admi- 
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« niſtring the Sacraments, &c. many of the 
* People within that great City and other 
Places of his Dioceſe, were not only very 
„ negligent and forgetful of their Duties to 
« God, in ting the Divine Service then 
fabi d, and ſet forth by the Autority 
« of Parliament, but alſo that diverſe others, 
« utterly ny, Saas + did in ſecret 
Places of his Dioceſe often frequent the 
« Popiſh Maſſe, and other foreign Rites not 
* allow'd by the Laws of this Realm.” 


Trrxcs ſtanding thus, we have little Rea- 
fon to doubt, but that the Ceremony in par- 
ticular of Worſhiping trwards the EasT ſtill 
kept its ground, or at leaſt, by Connivence, 
was much in ure. However the time was not 
long before it began again to be openly cul- 
rag'd by thoſe who ſet up 
for the beſt and only true Churchmen, with 
no leſs a Perſon than an Arch-Biſhop of Can- 
terbury at the Head of them: Who (once 
more to borrow the Words of the Supple- 
ment to Mr. Nen) i ſucceeded in his Deſign 
of reforming the Church of England back- 
« ward fo far, as to procure the recommend- 
ing this Cuſtom by a Canon made in the 
Tear 1640.” x 


Tur matter of Fact was This: There was 
at that time a Conſtitution paſs'd, wherein 
Provifion was made for placing Communion- 
Tables under the Exnfi-I/indows z and wor- 
ſhiping towards theſe Tables being recom- 
mended in the fame, worſhiping — the 

| AST, 
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EasT, as our Churches generally now ſtand, 
was, conſequentially, recommended alſo. 


Bur to take the Matter higher: From 


« Anno 1627, (ſays One, than whom few were 
better acquainted with the Church-Affairs 
then in Agitation) there had been much 
« done in Preaching and Practice to intro- 
« duce ſome COMELINESSES, as were 
« ſtyl'd, in the Houſe of God which had not 
« been before: The Arch-Biſhop ſet his mind 
« upon it; which a late Writer calls his 
« Pregnancy to revive ANTIENT CEREMO- 
c NIES.” ＋ 


Now that amongſt the reſt then reviv'd, 
this, of worſhiping towards the EasT, was 
one, is clear enough from the common 
Complaints of the Times ; which it would be 
as tedious as ungrateful to repeat: I ſhall 
therefore be as brief as poſſible on the Occa- 
ſion. 


Six Jobn Culpepper in his Speech upon 
GRIEVANCES gives this the Second Place, 
viz. + The obtruding and countenancing di- 
« vers New Ceremonies in Matters of Reli- 
gion, as placing the Communion Table Al- 
e tarwiſe, and Bowing or Cringing to or to- 
* wards it.“ 


AmoncsT the Grievances annex'd to 
the London Petition is expreſly mention'd — 


+ Hacket's Life of Arch-Biſhop Williams, Part. 2. p- 
199, 


«© Praying 
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A DISQUISITION wpon 

niſtring the Sacraments, &c. many of the 
People within that great City and other 
% Places of his Dioceſe, were not only very 
* negligent and forgetful of their Duties to 
* God, in ting the Divine Service then 
jd, and ſet forth by the Autority 
« of Parliament, but alſo that diverſe others, 
« utterly deſpiſing the fame, did in ſecret 
« Places of his Dioceſe often frequent the 
* Popiſh Maſſe, and other foreign Rites not 
* allow'd by the Laws of this Realm.“ 


Tr1xcs ſtanding thus, we have little Rea- 
fon to doubt, but that the Ceremony in par- 
ticular of Worſhiping towards the EasT ſtill 
kept its ground, or at leaſt, by Connivence, 


was much in ure. However the time was not 


long before it began again to be openly cul- 
tivated and encourag'd by thoſe who ſet up 
for the beſt and only true Churchmen, with 
no leſs a Perſon than an Arch-Biſhop of Can- 
terbury at the Head of them: Who (once 
more to borrow the Words of the Supple- 
ment to Mr. Nelſo) << ſucceeded in his Deſign 
of reforming the Church of England back- 
« ward fo far, as to procure the recommend- 
ing this Cuſtom by a Canon made in the 
* Year 1640.” : 


Tur matter of Fact was This: There was 
at that time a Conſtitution paſs'd, wherein 
Proviſion was made for placing Communion- 
Tables under the Eaſ- V indotos; and wor- 
ſhiping towards theſe Tables being recom- 
mended in the fame, worſhiping _— the 

AST, 


* 


Worſbiping towards the EAST. 
EasT, as our Churches generally now ſtand, 
was, conſequentially, recommended alſo. 


Bur to take the Matter higher: From 


« Anno 1627, (ſays One, than whom few were 


better acquainted with the Church-Affairs 
then in Agitation) * there had been much 
« done in Preaching and Practice to intro- 
« duce ſome COMELINESSES, as they were 
« ſtyl'd, in the Houſe of God which had not 
« been before: The Arch-Biſhop ſet his mind 
« upon it; which a late Writer calls his 
« Pregnancy to revive ANTIENT CEREMO- 
«© NES.“ ＋ 


Now that amongſt the reſt then reviv'd, 
this, of worſhiping towards the EasT, was 
one, is clear enough from the common 
Complaints of the Times ; which it would be 
as tedious as ungrateful to repeat: I ſhall 
therefore be as brief as poſſible on the Occa- 
ſion. 


Stix Jobn Culpepper in his Speech upon 
GRIEVANCES gives this the Second Place, 
viz. << The obtruding and countenancing di- 
« vers New Ceremonies in Matters of Reli- 
e gion, as placing the Communion Table Al- 
« tarwiſe, and Bowing or Cringing to or to- 
* wards it.“ 


AmoncsT the Grievances annex'd to 
the London Petition is expreſly mention'd — 


+ Hacket's Life of Arch-Biſhop Williams, Part. 2. p- 


1099, 


«© Praying. 
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A DISQUISITION wpon 
«<< P » ” l; the EasT,” and Bot- 
* ing i the Altar towards the Eat? 
Mr. Warrz in bis Speech before the Hou; 
particularly complains of a ice of Mi- 
< niſters to turn their Faces ts the EasT, and 


« Dexk.” 


Parliament, thatſuch Paſſages as againſt 
theſe Innovations were omitted in the printing 
of Books, by the Conduct of thoſe who had 
the ement of the Preſs at that time: 
I ſhall the Reader's Patience for one In- 
ſtance 7, as It bears ſome relation to our 
preſent Subject. 


Taz learned and ingenious Mr. Hard, it 
ſeems, in his Commentary upon St. Matthew 
<= 1 «Ir is 8 
N and the Papiſts concerning the Forms 
, Churches ; and Bellarmin affirms that th 
* ſhould be built EasT and WesT, that fo 
„hen we pray therein, our Faces might be 
* rurn'd the EasT : and for the Proof 
< thereof he produceth this Place (Mat. 24. 27.) 
* Oriente venturus creditur ad Fudicium : 
elt is beliey'd that Chriſt will come unto 
Judgment from the EasT, therefore we 
< ought to pray towards the EasT.” 


« Fist (continues Mr. Ward) creditur, It 

« is believ d: viz. by Thoſe who can believe 
«* what they liſt, tho never ſo abſurd.” . 

46 E- 


I find alſo n in 
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Warſtiping towards the EAST. 25 


&* SECONDLY, ſays he, ſuppoſe» the Ante- 
tt cedent were true, yet the Conſequence halts; 
« for altho* Chriſt ſhould come from the 
« EasT to Fudgment, yet it would not fol- 
& low thence, That therefore we ſhould pray 
« towards the EasT: We mult pray unto 
« Chriſt who is every where in regard of his 
Deny; and, according to the Papiſts, in 
regard of his Humanity alſo; and there- 
tc fore Which way ſoever we pray we look 
« towards him: yea I imagine that Bellarminz 
&« would blufp Þ to affirm, and be backward 
*« to undertake to prove, that Chriſt's Seat 
e and Throne of Glory in Heaven tis ſeated in the 
« EasT End thereof, and that the Humanity 
* never ſtirs or moves out of that Seat and Part 
« of Heaven ; both which he muſt prove be- 
* fore his Argument be of any worth or 
« weight.” | 1 


mug yy — 


A 
SSD f 


| 8 TY 2 * ' L © Ul — n abr of * 


. 


65 . 
4 


« THIR DIL, the Compariſon (in theſe 
« Words) betwixt the Coming of Chrift and 
the Lightning doth not reſpe& the Place, 
« but the clear and ſudden Apparition of Both. 
All this, ſays my Author, is expung'd. * 


— 


+ I ſhould be glad to ſee what our Kebliſts would dos 
wi —_ not bluſh'd to take up this Argument in their 
rſt Part, nor to drop it without Acknowledgment in 
beir Second. : or | 

Vide, The KeBLA, Rs of Eaftward Adoration, p.29. 
Alſo, the Anatomy of the KEBLA, p. 41. | 

* Compleat Hiſtory of the Tryal, &c. of Arch-Biſhop Laud, 
. 299. | 
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A DISQUISITION upon 


Aud as thus a vigilant Care was taken to 
all ſuch ts, as might ſeem to 


bear an evil Aſpect upon a favourite Cerems- 


: So at the ſame time alſo were ſome of 
moſt learned and able Pens of the Church 


_ employ'd to promote, what Men were then 


taught to call, * The Good Work in hand.” 
I need mention Two Perſons only, Mr. Med: 
and Mr. Gregory: of which the latter was 
ſtibd the Mix Ac of his Age, and the for- 
mer ſtill continues the Ox acLe of ours. But 
there ſeems to be an unhappy Difference in 
their Sentiments on the preſent Subject. The 
learned Mr. Mede, upon the Caſe of Ea. 
2 — Pray * the Prafic 

Antiquity, a ing, Antient Chri- 
& ſtians worſhip'd 2 the EAsr:“ But 
he obſerves withal, when they worſhip'd 
they turn'd themſelves or look'd toward 
« the ALTAR alſo: and if it be ask'd, fay 
« he, which of the Two they reſpected in 
their Poſture; I anſwer, they reſpected 
Both: But, if they could not obſerve both, 
then (he determines) they prefer'd the Al- 
« TAR 3 . ſays he, in the Church at A1 
« tioch.” 


Bor the learned Mr. Gregory, in the Con- 
clufion of his Notes and Obſervations upon 
ipture, has this moſt remarkable Paragraph. 
= I muſt tell you (how much ſoever 


— 


val. l. P- roy. 
«you 
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Worſhuping towards the E As r. 

« you ſee written to the contrary) that Tou 
« will not find any the leaſt mention of Ad- 
« gration towards the ALTAR, in the whole 
« Stock of Church-AnTiqQuirTy, Greek, 
“Latin, Arabick or whatſoever: You will 
« think. perhaps I take too much upon me; 
« but you will find it to be true: and where 
« you think, you meet with any ſuch thing, 
« underſtand it ſtill of the EasT, or elſe you 
« will be out. And for want of knowing 
« this, all the Diſcourſes which - have been ſo 
« lately written to this Purpoſe have very 
« abſolutely miſcarried.” . 


£ 


— — — —— - 


BuT when the Caſe we are now upon came 
before the ſupreme Judicature of the Nation, 
they did not at all trouble themſelves to de- 
cide, which of theſe two learned Gentlemen 
was moſt in the right, but ſeem to have 
thought *em both beſide the main Point in 
debate : which They rightly ſtated thus : — 
« What Innovations in Doctrine or Diſcipline 
have been introduced into. the Church 
e without Law ſince the Reformation?“ 


e 


— 
— 


Wu, upon mature Deliberation, and Con- 
ſultation had with our ableſt Divines, Bow- 
« ing towards the Altar, or towards the 
« EasT, many times with three Congees, 
« but uſually in every Motion, Acceſs or Re- 
Pn © ceſs in the Church: Item, the Miniſter's 
turning his back to the Weſt, and his Face 
eto the EasT when he pronounceth the 
— Creed or reads Prayers,” were found and 

declar'd to be ſuch Innovations as had been 
E 2 intro- 
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ADISQUISITION' Sen 
introduc'd in the Church without Law ſince 
the Reformation : and this by Men (amongft 
others of the firſt Rank) whoſe Names are to 
this Day the Glory of the Church of England.+ 


Aub when his Grace himſelf was brought 
to his Tryal, I do not find he was able to 
any one Ox per of the CHURCH for 
the Practice of theſe Particulars : However 
— himſelf of A he had for- 
ha u as ſeeming to coun- 
— SE the n of 
the Ona o R of St. GROROE: But —— to 
hear an Arch-Biſhop of Canterbury, when 
call'd upon to vindicate himſelf for tranſgreſ. 
fing che Rur xs of his Common-Prayer- 
Book, plead THz RuBrick of the Gar- 
TER, was what fure could give no ſolid Sa- 
tigfaction but only to his Enemies! 


1 = was given to under- 
ſtand by wa eply, — Not the BLack 
Book 6 * «© THAT of the 
„ Common-Prayer, and Adminiſtration of 
« the Sacraments and other RI TES and Cx- 
* REMON1ES of the Cnurcn of England 


— wt. Acad. 4 


+ The moſt Venerable Pinar Ugner: Williams ſome 
rime my gee the Great Seal, and afterwards Arch- 
241 York: 


Biſhops of Durham and Norwich: 
Drs. Ward, Prideaux, Sanderſon, Brownrigg, Holdſ- 
worth and Hacker, All Biſhops in their Time : and other 


—.— Divines. See Dr. Hacket's 7 of Arch-Biſhe 
lliams, Part II. p. 146. &c. Alſo the Hiſtory of Not- 
ronformity, pag. 345- LN 


« yas 


% . gt er 


Was 


* 


Worſbiping towards the EAG r. 


« was THE onLy DIR ZcToRY, what CE- 


% REMONIES, Cc. are to be us'd confirm*d by 


« r LAWS. And, in particular, THAT 


« this Bowing to and towards the ALT Ax, 
«« was never preſcrib'd by our STATUTES, 
« Articles, Homilies, Common - Prayer - Book, 
« Injunttions, Canons: never practis d by any 


« till of late, but ſome few Popiſh-Court-Doc- 


« tors and Cathedraliſts ; never us'd by his 
&. Predeceſſor, or his Chaplains; introduc'd: 
« only by PayisTs at the firſt, in Honour and 
« Adoration of their BREADEN Gop upon the 
* ALTAR ,.“ A 


- Axp now how dreadful a Cataſtropbe 
enſued, how taſting of forbidden Fruit drew 
on the Loſs of EDEN, and Paradiſe itſelf be- 
came a Wilderneſs, let Others ſay: for me it 
is too fad a Subject. Vet ſure y even Theſe 
Things happen d for our Inſtruction, as others 
alſo were foretold ; for among the ever-memo- 
rable Sayings of that Age we find the follow- 
ing: If the Spiritual Guides and Fathers of 
the Church would be a little ſparing of 
e incumbring Churches with Superfluities ; and 
not over-rigid in reviving obſolete Cuſtoms, or 
e impoſing new, there were far leſs Danger 
ce of Schi/m or Superſtition “.“ 


I sHALL only add what Dr. Bernard re- 
lates as Archbiſhop Uſer's Judgment on this 


po CEE 


— 
— 


+ See the Commons Reply to Archbiſhop Laud's Defence, 
in Mr. Ruſhworth's Collections, Part 2, p 280, 


Mr. ], Hale's Trac of Schiſm. 


Subject. 
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A DISQUISITION. «pon 

1 * for ſome arbitrary Innovations, 
« not within the Com of Tye Ru 
* and Ozpzr of the x, He did not 
affect them, and often wiſ/d they had not 
« been introduc'd, as foreſecing the Tue of it; 
viz. Bitter Zeal and Contention, which ended 
not but in embroiling the Nation, and the 


total Subverſion both of Church and State F. 


SECTION II. 


N theſe fatal Times the Ax ſeems to have 
r- Root of this re- 
ing Rite, when both the Foes and Friends 
© our Conſtitution had, as it were, jointly 
decreed its irpation. Nor did the glo- 
rous Reſtoration. following make any legal 
replanting it: on the contrary, 
r „ that paſs'd the next 


exdude it than 


this beloved Ceremony, they unanimouſly made 
- room for it, etiam reclamante Lege, as a Fel- 
low-Sufferer : what was wanting for its Intro- 


lawful Authority, they ſupplied 
lenitude of their own Pater. which 
mow flowed with a Torrent that bore down 


- 
= 


| 


— 


* 


* 


orſpiping towards ibe-E AST. 
all before it: and no wonder truly that a Prac- 


ties ſoon became popular, which was now be- 


come neceſſary to Preferment. Happy was 
He whoſe Zeal was moſt diſtingui 2 nor 


was there any want of Advocates, either from 


the Pulpit or the Preſs, the more effectually to 
entail it on Poſterity. But the luckieſt Ex- 
pedient of all others ſeems to have been that 


of Biſhop Sparrow, a leading Divine of the 


Times, who, not long before, in imitation of 
what the Romaniſts had done upon the Maſſe, 
had thought fir to compoſe a Treatiſe under 
the Title of a Ra T Io ATE on the Book of Com- 
mon-Prayer. Herein alſo has He been followed 
with great Succeſs by ſome Others, who under 
Pretence of illuſtrating our Liturgy, or ſhew- 
ing its Excellency and Beauties, have taken the 
opportunity to palm upon the Church, with 
the Publick Stamp, ſuch Additional Notions and 


Cuſtoms, as were moſt agreeable to their own 


Private Judgment, Intereſt or Deſigns; but 
which the Book itſelf was in reality compos'd 
in order to prevent. | | 


Or this ſubtle Method thus artfully per- 
ſued, it has been one notorious Conſequence 
that the moſt regular Obſervers of the ta- 


bliſd d Rules of our Liturgy have had the miſ- 


fortune to be thought, by many well-mean- 
ing Perſons, the leaſt affected to it; whilſt 


Thoſe, who make it their conſtant Practice 


boldly to tranſgreſs its Laws, and teach others 
fo to do, are in ar Eſtimation reputed its 
beſt Friends ; tho* I am verily. pe it 
will be hard to ſhew, upon a fair A 
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A DISQUISITION: ipon 


chat they are not, in Fact, a moſt incongruous 


and daring Sort of Nonconformiſts, not to ſay, 
Phanaticks ; which might be perhaps too harſh 
a Denomination for thoſe 'to bear, who are 
themſelves moſt liberal in beſtowing it upon 
others: Yet, in Strictneſs of Speech, according 


to the or yo yang mad rn 
They are the Phanaticks go after Phan- 
9 mtheir Devotions, ing themſelves up- 


on ſuch hin and Reveries as have no Founda- 
tion but in the Phantaftick Viſions of their pwn 
math For which Reaſon I have of- 


ions of Mar in the Worsnie of Gop. 
Accordingly the impartial Dupin, in his Ac- 
count of the 1 3th Century wherein ſuch Traſh 
chiefly abounded, thus juſtly characteriſes the 
Writers of this Turn of Thought, viz, << that 
* they buficd —_— - ſeeking _ 
« ixventing myſtical Reaſons, which they ma 
the Subject of their Work.” a 


Bu T enough of this at preſent: Tis time 
I ſhould now proceed, as propos'd, impartial- 
to examine the Re aſſign'd for the 
aftice befor: us by our own profeſs*d Prote- 
Drvixzs. And fince the MANUAL of 
8 abovementioned paſſes for a 
Sort of Standard in its Kind, has been not 


long fince ſet forth in a Seventh Edition, and 
is 


rr — LA J— —— ? — nnn 9 8 
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Meni towards the EASA. 
Is perhaps the very Fountain hence many 
have imbib'd thaw. Notions of the — 
Reaſenableneſi, and Duty of chis Predaminam 
2 in che 1 N in the Firſt 

endeavour to pay all due to 
the Arguments therein contain'd: TIES 
Lordſhip, 115. Dr. Biſſe and the Reæw. Mr. Charke 
Wheatley, as the Two next moſt celebrated 
Authors of their Kind; will claim my At- 
tention : Nor ſhall, our KERIAs rs have any 
reaſon to + =. ſy I r h by 


Taz, Biſtop, I own, 1 it 285 
the Rubrics, has Low, by Put. the Cere- 
non) in Diſpute upon 
for if it be There to be found, it 222 
Hands be acknowledged as a 
the Church of Eng! 88 
of opinion, that the Reaſons aſſignd in the 
Caſe, notwithſtanding they have long paſs'd 
current with ſuch as have taken them with 
out Examination, will be found extremely 
wanting, when they come to be weigh'd 2 
the Ballance: nor can I at preſent think other: 
wiſe than that his Lordbhe, (to borrow the 
Words of Mr. Gregory) bat very - abſolutely 
miſcarried in e 1 10 ſingle Branch Branch of: kis n be 
gumentation on his Satheet. Ant 


Ta: firſt Rubric. he has DEL for 
his Purpoſe is that concerning the Leſions in 
Morning; Pra er; where it is ſaid 8 Hl 


that teadeth ſo ſtanding and turning bimſelf 
« as He may beſt be heard of all fuch as are 


46 pre- 


* 
2 


a juſt Foundation 3 


Is 


. 2 | wy by 4 # © 1 * . 
1 <3 * p 3 * ; yy Y 
eren 


* 4888 "Az wry py Le 
Sick 


nary 
: V" 


Þ , we 


4 N ua 
5 NN ; 
7 "ay DAG 3. 


* 4.4 * 
1 


77 11 INT 3 FRA. fol 


Tþ 11 


22 


£ , — 
J ' 
ü af * = 1 
. 
7 
. ; 
. 


228 FB 


F 
111 


MN 


1.42 


4 D1SuIsIrIo n 


50 


DF 


* 


1 "TY 
not thought neceſſary to be — 924 
ſubſequent Alterations of the Common-Pra 
n e fr 0 have 
becauſe it vus ſuppos d in he nature of 
— — X— 
eee Common-Prayer, which the 
in —— could not hear, and con- 


Refor mation. 
require the Miniſter - 0 ob· 
1 Turn in Prayer; ſinte it is the pro- 
Principle of both, that „ All Things in 
Church ſhould be done fer . NM 
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as to be worſt beard ? indeed, | Majo ity 
of the. NaN — 3 — For 
my own Part; I can little Difference, 
mY publick Benefit, — having Divine 
ce n untlerſtood, and a 
- by. the ee ao e 


Tan n . ry 
fore the Abſolution at the Communion, where 
nil Aer 
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r _ 
the Conſtitution of the Church 2 Enpland, 
that the Miniſter turn'd from the People be- 
fore. Sato the ee bar chic 
— Ib = 


towards 
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Wop rh hs nde, 
turgies the Miniſter is directed to ſtand be- 
. the North Side of it is alwa 
* meant.“ Vpon, this ey Rubric alſo *o 
IP ways” © the Altar 

44 Nine ; far only to Ee 
3 People from being _— 


Operation in 
ac but that our Ch — pre 


« to no ſuch Miracle, i injoins che 
„ br ordering. the Priel 9 
c and Wine, that he may with the 
the 
« fore 'the People.” "Thee rk have I 

wanſcrib'd for the ſake of our Thie, who, 
penny ye nes ee re Parr, 
may be charitably ſuppos d, much to 
uy eas SD hey 


'ds very far from it. 


Aſter all; e 
Intricacies, or even Inconſiſtencies in our Ru- 
brics as to this Affair; or even that deſign'd 
Ambiguities had artfully been ſlipt in by the 
Management of ſome at one time or other 


* r 6 * 


De 


Proteſtant would wittingly ever ſo expound 


feat the great Defign and End of the Refor- 
mation in Divine Service, which was to pro- 
mote the of God, and the Edification of 
the People by oy This is a Confidera- 
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Worſtiping towards the E A S T. 


&« ſelf, the Antitype of theirs, is now our 


« Mercy. Seat; as the Apoſtle aſſures us, ſay- 
« ing, chat God hath ſet forth him to b 

« age, 1. e. not a Propitiation as we ren- 
« der it, but a Mercy Seat, as the Word ſig- 
« nifies, Rom. ili. 23. Now we can go to this 
« Mefcy-Seat, or, as the Apoſtle elſewhere 
« calls it, the Throne of Grace, whereſoever 
« we are: for it is but meeting together in his 
« Name, and we may, and ought to be, as cer- 
« tain that He is with us, as if we ſaw him 
« fitting and ſhining forth in his Glory over 
« the Mercy-Seat, as he did in the Old Law; 
« for we have a more ſure Word of Pro- 


8 phecy.”' 


Tuis being the Caſe: if the Prieſt will at 
any time turn away from the People, I do not 
ſee any Buſineſs they have to turn after him: 
n turning from Them he turns from Tho 
to whom is the Promiſe of the true Chriſtian 
SHECINAH, the ſpiritual effective Preſence of 
their Saviour : And in my humble Opinion, 
for a Miniſter of Chriſt to pretend to his Con- 

tion that whenever be ſpeaks to God, *tis 
fit be ſhould turn from Them, 1s to advance an 
inſolent and antichriſtian Notion: and, as far 
38 I can find, is an Improvement even u 


owns, that in Churches which have their en- 
trance at the Eaſt End, as at Rome, there is 
no neceſſity of the Prieſt's turning to ſalute 
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Popiſh Prieftcraft. Durandus F hitnſelf frankly 
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A DISQUISITION upon 


« the People, becauſe thoſe that officiate in 
« fach Churches, ſtand always with their 
„ Faces towards the People.“ I have there- 
fore not a little wonder'd how, in an Age of 
common Senſe, any Proteſtant Divine durſt of- 
fer fo 2 ity, without 
dreading their j tment with a 9. 
« vjque tandem abutere Patientid noſtrd?“ The 
honeſt Church of Exgland could not more ef- 
feftually have diſclaim'd and diſcountenanc'd 
any ſuch and impious Pretence, than 
She has by the Rubric after the Pſalm in the 
Office of Matrimony, _ 2 #rory and 
Bridegroom being appointed to before 
the Lord's Table, the Prieſt ſtanding at the 
Table is expreſly order'd, in Prayer, to tum 
bis Face towards them. 


Taz Biſhop in the next place proceeds to 
his Special Reaſon why we ſhould tum 
to the EasT, rather than to any other Quar- 
ter: vii. Becauſe if there be any Part of 


« the World more honourable in the Efteem 
* of Men, than another, it is fit to look that 


<k — _— — _ as 1 — 2 1 as Rs 


turning 

* publick Prayers, becauſe the EasT is the 
* moſt honourable Part of the World, being 
* the Region of Light, &c®. 


As to this Maxim of the Biſhop's, that « if 
there be any Part of the World more ho- 
* nourable than another in the Eſteem of 
* Men, &c.“ I find a 
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Worſbiping towards the EasT. 43 

lnc'd by one of the fame Order, whoſe 

Words are theſe, An Opinion cannot juſtify 

« mens Practice founded upon it, if that 

« proves to be falſe.” Suppoſing therefore 

there were no other Objection, yet ought we 

to examine whether .the Opinion be juſtly 

grounded, or whether it be not void of all 

real and rational Foundation: The Ground of Fa 

our Eſteem here alledg'd by St. Auſtin is, 

that ** The Eaſt is the Region of Light.” This 

Point I have already diſcuſs'd in handling 

thoſe Reafons of the Fathers to which I have 

afſign*d the 4th and 6th Place in the former 

Part of my Diſquifition : But I ſhall here far- 

ther obſerve, (after Scaliger) that, abſolutely 

ſpeaking, ** there is no ſuch thing as a de- 

« terminate or fixt Place in the Heavens, ei- 

« ther for the EasT or WesT ; but that 

« both vary according to the various Parts of 

« the Earth which they reſpect: The EasT 

« 1s every where; the ſame Stars do eve 

« where both riſe and ſet at the ſame inſtant. 

« tho? not to the ſame People.” 4 This conſi- 

at der'd, our EasT can no more be faid to be 

©) ¶ the Region of Light, than the Region of Dark- 

nt %%; becauſe the Moment the Sun riſes to one 

the — — — 

m præſcri vel Orienti vel Occidenti 

2 N qui — reſpectum noſtri: Di 
Oriens eſt: Ubique Aſtra oriuntur ſimul, & occidunt co- 

„if em momento eadem, ſed non eiſdem. J. C. Scalig. Exer. 

of Matter is tor Thomas Brown's — Epidemica, or, 

al- Enquiries into Vulgar and Common Errours. Book 6. 


ca” G 2 half 


SS - 


Wn > o& ful. (Þ =&f Han 9 


a A DISQUISITION: upon 


PailosornyY or EAsTWARD ADORATION, 
we need only recollect the moſt abſurd, not 
to ſay ridiculous, Notions of the Fathers as 
to the Syſtem of the World. Vis. oy. 
Heavens were only as a vaſt Canopy, the 
Verge of which reſted upon the Ocean, in 
the midſt whereof was the Earth, and out of 
2 — — ha- 

perform” Courſe the 
Veole of Heaven, nin, the Ocean again 
in the Net, thence to return and enlighten 
the World by the Way of the EAsr.“ 


Hzwcx, in their conceit that Quarter 
= = the Preference above any 0- 
: And what the learned Dr. Plot, ac- 
for the Practice of the Fathers, tells 

— in his Natural Hiſtory above-mention'd, 
, may ſerve as an uſeful Comment upon this 


Philoſophy, viz. There were 
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| Werſbiping towards the ES r. 


« ſote who imagin'd che Earch to be a Ro- 


« TUNDUM PLANUM terminated by the Ho- 
« rizontal Segment of the viſible Heavens.” 
The Doctor's Rotundum Planum, Sc. will be 


beſt explain'd to the Enxgliſßã Reader the 
Notion of the wild Indians, who held the 


Earth to be flat and round like a TxENCHER, 
2s we read in Capt. Smith's Hiſtory of Yir- 

ginia f: according to which Virginian Philo- 
phy the whole Surface of the Earth would 
have but one Horizon; conſequently inſtead 
of Scaliger s Oriens ubique,” or the EasT's 
_ — N it would follow Oriens om- 
idem eſt, the very ſame Point is the 
Laar to all Nations: which Suppoſition in- 
deed may ſerve as a Key to moſt that the Fa- 
thers, in their ſolemn manner, have taught up- 
on the preſent Subject. But,after all our boaſted 
modern Improvements, have we yet made 
no farther Progreſs in Science! As times now 
go, will any common Tutor in either of our 
moſt learned Univerſities inſtruct his Pupils 
to worſhip towards the EasT on this Hypo- 
tbefis ! Is the World never to grow wiſer ! 
Or are they, who have fate at the Feet of Phi- 


loſophers, 2 to act as if they knew no 
better ! 


AGAIN, ti we admit this moſt ms 
a, Syſtem, which in fact ſubſiſted amongſt 
& Ml the generality of Mankind (and therefore the 
we Fathers are the more excuſable) ſome thou- 
and years; yet has God ſufficiently -reveaPd 
. oo us, that < there 2 — 
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A DISQUISITION Sen 
nal connexion betwixt the Sun's riſing in the 
Easr, and our worſhiping towards it. The 
Easr was as much the Region of Light to 
his own People as to any other, yet were 
they taught by divine Appointment, i in wor- 
ſhiping, to turn their Backs n it: And 
as the Heathens aſcrib'd the EasT to the 
falſe Gods ®, ſo did the Fews the WzsT to the 
True One +. And, as Mr. Seiden rightly 
obſerves (having firſt refuted ſome little Ca- 
vils to the contrary) © by the moſt antient 
« Diſcipline of the Hebrews, no Sacred Rite 
* wharever was wont in the Temple to be 
« perform'd towards the EasT, but on the 
< contrary towards the Weſt.” | 


Arrz all, n 
elſewhere obſerv'd, s the Sew 1 ff 
then, ſtrictly ſpeaking, wherever we Ber 
the Sun, whether in the EasT or Wesr, 


wi gr Ko of Light. I could indeed 
with an Argu ment for the 
rding to which, 

aſſage in the 19th Pſalm, which we 
tranſlate In them [the Heavens] hath 
« he ſet a Tabernacle for the Sun,” ought to 
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Get 68 a? . Porph. de Antr. Nymph. 
J divina eſt in Occidente. More Nevoch. 
'Ex vetuſtiſſims Ebracorum Diſciplina, ritum ad O- 


m nullum in Templo peragi ſolitum, ſed 
— Occidemzena = * 
1 5 


Morſbiping towards the EAS r. 

be render d In the Sun hath he ſet a 
« Tabernacle for HIMSELT:“ a Notion much 
approv'd by BzLLarMINEg. But it muſt not 
at the ſame time be diſſembled, that an in- 
genious Divine of our own hath lately at- 
rempted,. with great plauſibleneſs, to ſhew 
this Celeſtial Body to be the Place of Hell |: 
or, as one long before him expreſs'd it, 
Tux ConTineENT or THE DAux'p“: 
which our warmeſt Advocates for Eaſtward 
Adoration will not, I preſume, maintain to be 
« The moſt bonourable Part of the World. 


Bur the moſt ſolemn Argument, and which 
of late Ages has had the greateſt Influence 
upon the Minds of Men, is yet to come: 
This our wiſe Rationaliſt ntly reſerv'd 
for the finiſhing Stroke to the good Cauſe in 
hand, as what would moſt effeQtually cloſe 
the Debate againſt all Contradiction. The 
Force of it may be thus briefly ſumm'd toge- 
ther. CC We muſt worſhip towards the 
ot ALTA x, therefore we muſt worſhip to- 
er- * wards the EAS r.“ | | 


we Bur this ſpecious Argument has the Mis- 
ath fortune to be lame both before and behind. 
t to By the Conſtitution of the Church of Exgland 

it has been ſufficiently ſhewn, that whenever 
che Miniſter is injoin'd to turn towards the 
mb. Wl Table, he is injoin*d to turn towards the South - 


12 the Nature and Place of Hell. By Mr. 


„ WE Sandy's Travels 
6. — D 4a 
be ) thus. 
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Worſbiping ' fowards the Eavr. 
oft as the Fathers have occaſion to ſpeak. of 


general declare it to have been the EAsr. 
And the manner of preſcribing this Uſage in 
the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions does in particular 
deſerve our Notice; ſince Men are thereby 

expreſly injoin d, when they pray, to have 
their Minds or Thoughts upon the EasT,- as 


praying to God who ſits upon the Heaven 
«> eavens in the EAs Tr. So that the 


not requir d in our Devotion to have any 
regard to it, or the leaſt Thought about it, 
but to be intent upon a far diſtant Point: 
nſomuch that a Perſon praying towards the 
EasT might be juſtly. ſaid not to pray to- 
wards the Altar, tho it ſtood directly before 


ect that ſhould lie betwixt him and the op- 

: poſite Side of the World : for what He is in- 
u. bin'd, and conſequently underſtood, to pray 
towards, is That only which he is injoin'd in 

lt Prayer Vr, to have his Mind or Thougbts 
upon. This is the very Term made uſe of 
In the Conſtiiutions, and, what is more remark- 
Oc. able, in preſcribing what relates to the Com- 
the munion - Service. And - tho* | theſe Conſtitu- 
- Wl tions (as ſhall be ſhewn) are indeed, as to 
their Title, ¶purious, and as to Time uncer- 
tain, yet muſt they be allow'd not to hold 
the laſt Rank in Antiquity, and are what 


Church of old. But to n — 


FO 


—_—_— = 2 — 


2 i and; cle Lib. 2. c. 5 What 


what it was they pray d towards, they do n 


Atar is here intirely out of the Caſe; we are 


him, any more than towards any other Ob- 
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may afford us fome Light into the State of the 
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A DISQUISITION upon 


Wa ar I Sparrow, and all our mo- 


1 


doſe to the EasT-WALL, as, 
All Antiquity manifeſts *.”* Which 
Chaplain Mr. Mede ſcrupled not 
to be a foul 2 yo 
is Brother Chaplain Dr. Heylin T. But 

. ——=- The Divines afore- 
ing very unanimous that Altan 
were d towards the EasT-Eny 
concluded that thoſe, who wor- 
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lays 
yet 
do 
in 
this 


b 
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the Apoſtolical Conſtitution, 
it, that their Notion itſelf, 
Lord's Table in the fin 
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Worfbiping tewards the E & ST. 51 
me, could I make it appear, Thar the Ge- 
WH neral Situation of Churches, even to the 
fich Century, was the very Reverſe of what 
ve now behold, vis. N they had their 
chief Entrances, not as now towards the 
Wirst, but towards the Easr: This, I 
ſay, muſt unite them all in Opinion, that the 
Altar could not be plac'd cloſe to, or near 
the Easr-Exp of the Houfe of God; the 
Door, I think, having never been reckoned 
in the general Eſteem of Men, the * 50. 
wurable Place in any | 


In order to what is propos d, the 5 
Poſtulatum 1 fhould deſire to be granted 1s 
Tais — that Buildings are properly ſaid 
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7; WE to be ſituated, to front, face, look or ſtand Fn 

i» We that way, by which have their chief En- + 2 
r- I trance and Accefs.?” This is nothing more "it 
or- chan what is a the general Lan- 45 
h, Neuage of Architects antient and modern: and 7 
ry this being granted, it will not be denied, 216 
we that which way ever Buildings are ſaid to have "His 
Ms, bod, to be fituated, &c. that way, if we cre- 
elf, it the Writer, ought we to underſtand they 
rſt nad their chief Entrance and Arcefs. 

100 £3 
on- Tris being premis gd; I ſhall next ex- 
\nd {Wubit the moſt antient general Rule for building 
dem Mebriſtian Churches now extant, and alſo the 
noſt FWnolt antient general Deſcription of them that 
with has fallen 65 on my Obſervation. The Rule 
— &** have in the Conftiturions above · cited, viz. 


« That Churches ſhould be turn'd towards the 
3 « Eagr.” 


b « vp / 


$K A DISQUISITION-2p0n 
„ EasT*.” And no doubt but, if 
were turn'd that way, they would ſtand that 


» and by conſequence have their c 
Eras tat ay. 15 


e amongſt thoſe 

converſant in affairs of this Nature; and 

to the common Uſe and Ac- 

of the Words. But to ſhew that! 


5 tis 

E — when ſpeaking of 
certain Churches in the primitive Times with 
n 
* To this Cuſtom, ſays he, Clemens, (Con. 
« Apoſt. I. 2. e. 57.) Ge. Len here Ki 
to conſult them, do give ſufficient Teſti 


* mony T.“ 
As to the general Deſcription of Churches 
when built ; the moſt antient to me ſeems that 


of Tertullian, Noſtræ Columba Domu 
« ſimplex, etiam in editis ſemper, &t apertis 


S 3 ds ba ime foci 6 


1 


th 


Gentiles converſi Tempb I bu 
_ nonnullorum 1 — verſus Orientem ædificarent 


— — Apoſt. I. 2. ©. £7.) & Euſebi 
. — 


— Ds Leg. Zeb. _ . 


Worſbiping towards the EAS Tr. 
4 & ad Lucem. In this well known Paſſage, 
which is on all hands agreed to relate to 
Churches, we have a full Account of the 
Situation ; and we can underſtand nothing elſe 
by it but that it was generally, if not conſtant- 
ly, High, Open, and towards the EAsr. | 


T o come from this general Deſcription to 
icular Churches: One of the moſt antient 
and autbentick Deſcriptions that we have (as 
Mr. Bingham himſelf obſerves) of any parti- 
cular Church, is that in Euſebius of the 
Church of Tyre; the Great Entrance of which 
is more than once deſcrib'd as oppoſite to the 
dun-Riſing. The Founder of this Church was 
the Biſhop of the Place, who no doubt knew 
very well what he did in placing the Great 
Doors, which were exceeding lofty and 
magnificent,“ towards the EAsr. 


Tais was the nobleſt Structure the Chri- 
ſtians till” then were ever maſters of: And 


to be built at Feruſalem, which ſhould not 
only excel all other Churches, but alſo all 
other Buildings in the World, This again had 
ts Grand Entrance towards the EasT : for 
“Three Doors (ſays my Author F) fitly 
e plac'd at the Riſing Sun receiv'd the Mul- 
+ titudes of thoſe that went in.” It is wor- 
thy of obſervation alſo, that this Church was 
built upon Conſultation with, if not chiefly 


when, ſoon after, Conſtantine ordered a Church 


* Eccl. Hiſt. |. 10. c. 4. —_ 
+ Euſcbius de Vira Conſtantin, Lib. 3. cap. 37. 
| under 
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had ſo noble a Structure, 
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iums both upon the Stru- 


: Yet 


Abatement in 


in all things expreſſin 
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under the Direction of, the Dioceſan, and the 
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Bz31vzs, Such was the common Situation of tir 
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Worſbiping towards the EAS r. 

« more uſual Manner is r.“ How long af- 
terwards it continued fo, I will not be poſitive; 
| believe it began to decline about that time: 
for Pineda above-cited writes, that the Cuſ- 
« tom, which the Primitive Fathers of the 
Church had obſerv'd and injoin'd, of build- 
« ing Churches towards the EasT, was grown 
« out of uſe in the time of Leo the Firſt, 
« Biſhop of Rome ; viz. about the middle 
of the next Century after that we have been 
ſpeaking of. 

However, Churches thus built thus 
continued for many Ages. Durandus, who 
died in the 14th Century, by the Paſſage 
ibove- cited. In Churches which have their 
« Doors towards the EAasT, as at Rome , 
ſeems. to ſpeak of them as common there in 
bis Time. And Biſhop Jewel, referring to this 
Paſſage in his Diſpute with Harding, plainly 


CR] ATT... 


Churches, in general, at Milain, Naples, Lions, 
Mentz, and Rome; and, in particular, of the 
Church of St. Laurence in Florence, at the 
time when He wrote: by which one would 
be tempted to imagine that All, or moſt of 


ſon, why the Great Churches more eſpecia 
(as obſerv*d) ſhould be found thus — 


| FF. 


cap. 31. v. 26. 
Rar. Div. Off. I. . c. 2. 


Reply, Artic. 3. of Prayers in @ firange Tongue: 
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gives us to underſtand the fame of the Great 


them, remain ſo to this very Day. The rea- 
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A DISQUISITION n 
They were beſt built, and ſo ſurviv'd 
ENS of ee Gate Dis, which; in" alt pro: 
bability had the ſame Poſition. | 


Tus Things conſidered, it ſeems to 
me abundantly manifeſt, << That for the four 
« firſt Centuries the GeneralSituation of Churches 
<< was ly the Reverſe of what we now 
<« behold.” Yet muſt it be own*d, this Truth 
is to the receiv d Opinion, not only 
of the Par, bur even of the Ghee 
moſt and learned Writers. What 
ſeems to have led them into the Miſtake, i 
the current Notion, That, as the Primi- 
* tive Chriſtians worſhip'd towards the Easr, 
<< their Churches, o be accommodated to their 
* Manner of Worſhip, ought to have had 
* their Entrances, as ours have, at the W es7- 
« Enp.” Thus ſpeaks Archbiſbop Williams in 
his Holy Table, Name and Thing : Thus his An- 
Dr. Heylin in his Antidotum: Thus 
the moſt learned Mr. Mede, and Mr. Stave- 
in their Diſcourſes of Churches : *Tis plain 
Dr. Cave and Mr. Bingham, if not all out 
modern Antiquaries, are entangled in this 
way of thinking. 


And yet perhaps the matter of Fact b 
not more clear << That the Primitive Chr 


fans worſhip'd towards the EasT,” than 
That the Primitive Churches had alſo ther 
« Fronts or Great Entrances that way.” To 
ie this Knot, I beg leave (with all due 
ubm1 to the many and t Authori 
ties on the other Side) to lay wn this Ob- 
ſervation, 
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Wanſbiprax | towards the Ex ox. 
ſervatiuon. , That this Sort of — 
is but a meer imaginary Impedimeni: co EaST- 
ven ADORATION:” to which I ſhall add, 
Tis qughly probable it might in ſome Ages 
be held the t proper Sitration for that Pur- 
poſe. It is for the moſt 


(e 


general look towards the EAsr in Prayer, 
« and that therefore ( for this very reaſon) 
« the Doors of their Temples did look to- 


„ wards the ſame Quarter, even from the 


Aub Arbe PR that Be haart his 
Windows to pray towards Jeruſalem; why 
can we not conceive the Primitive Chriſtians 
to have fet open their Doors in order to ꝓray 
towards the Es T? This would, ſo far, clear 
the Proſpect towards it; which, in che Ge- 
nerality of our Churches is intercepted by a 
Stone-Wall above the Head of the talleſt 
Man in the Congregation : and in our Cathe- 
drals the Communicants have fcarce ſo much 
as a Glimpſe of the EasT-Winnow. 


Bu T what more confirms me in my OR 
nion is, that in the Panegyrical Oration, in 
Euſabius , upon the Church of Tyre, - dt r- 


prizing ConVENLENCE, as well at arcs of : 
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+ Admittitur autem e Gentiles 


generatim 
Orientem, inter precandum, fores S 
eorum eandem in Plagam a vetuſtiſſimis etiam Seculis 


n. De Snedriis l. 3. cap. ult. 5 
. 10. c. 4. „ 
1 each 


granted 
ſays Mr. Sælden, that the Gentiles N | 
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mended: This Church therefore 


DISQUISITION- #pon 
Part of the Strufture is particular! quan 
not 


but be well accommodated to the moſt 
ae Cremer in all their Service: and 
yet had this, as as that of Conſtantine, not 


only one, but Three Doors towards the EasT ; 
the middlemoſt of which, the Orator informs 
us, ſtood like a Queen betwixt her Royal 
« Supporters.” 


each 
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contrary to their profeſs'd KE BLA, or avow'd 
Point of Worſhip. 


Tur Subject may be farther illu- 
inquiring, What was the Orv 
ginal Place aſſign'd for the Altar, or Con- 
manion-Table, fo calPd, in Chriſtian Churches 
The Deſcription of the Church of Tyre afore- 
laid will us perhaps the beſt Light we 
can now have in this matter: And hence i'll © 
will appear the good Biſhop, the „ + 


S. . 
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Warſbiping towards the EAS r. 
that noble Pile, plac'd the Holy Table in the 
Center of it; i. e. in the very middle of the 
Body of the Church: for it is a very great 
Miſtake, tho' a very common one, to imagine 
that e * on DING we have been 
ſpeaking of, any ſeparate Apartments at 
—__ Ends, ſuch as we now call Chan- 
als, for the Office of the Communion: This 
to me is evident from the Paſſage of Teriul- 
lian above-cited, ** ꝛNoſtræ Columbæ Domus 
« ſimplex T. By which Expreſſion, in my 
Opinion, the Father makes it the Commen- 
dation of a Chriſtian Church that it had 20 
Partition, but conſiſted of one Room only. 


AnD as to the manner of the Chancel in the 
Church of Tyre (the firſt I ever met with) it 
was not a diſtinct Part of the Building from the 
Body of the Church, but a circular Encloſure 
only in the Midſt of it, high enough to keep 
the Croud at a convenient diſtance from the 
Table, that the Miniſters might the better 
officiate. Which, to be brief, cannot perhaps 
be more juſtly conceiv'd, than by our imagin- 
ng the Communion Table at St. Paul's to be 
plac'd directly under the midft of the Cupulo, 
with a round Space rail'd in about it, of ſuffi- 
cient Dimenſions handſomly to accommodate 
the Clergy belonging to the Church in time 
of Divine Service. | FER 
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Tr1s to me appears a juſt Account of the 


+ Adverſus Valentinianos, p.251. 
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Original of Chancels: which alſo long conti- 
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* Menſa i 
The Lori Table is that which is-plac'd in the 
Afidft. For which Poſition, even in his Time, 
Durandus, aſſigning a Reaſon, tells us, By 
« the Altar is underftood the Heart of Max, 
« which is in the Middle of the Body, as the 
Aar is in the Middle of the Church +.” 


A Praun, upon this Scheme, of the Church 
of Panulinns at Tyre, and —— 
the Holy Sepulchre at Zeruſc may be 
ſeen in a little Tract of the Reyv*. Sir George 
Wheeler concerning the Churches of the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians ; wherein, tho? He could not 

get over that Stumbling-Block, That 
« Churches to be accommodated to their Man- 
« ner of Worſhip,” ſhould have their Chan- 
dels, as now, at the EasT-Env, yet 
giv'n us fair Plans, fo far as their Situation 
8 concern'd, of the Two Churches now ſpe- 
What influence — Inſpection of theſe 
have upon fuch as are prejudic d 

m — another Scheme, I © gp 
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appear ta have hack their: Place wiphout, in 
—_ Air, Easrwansp of the Church to 
hey been fa that all, what com- 
ary ptiz'd made publick. Profeſſion of 
the Chriſtian Faith: towards the EAsr, as 
nas the undoubned Pract ofthe fourth Cen 
wry, | Neceſſity, m 
their Bac Backs upon the Altar, which ſtood with- 
in. That Chriſtians in thoſe Days therefore 
had no Notion of profeſ/ing their Faith towards 
an Altar, will be a Point more clear, if poſ- 
bible, than that they had none of raving 10- 
wards it. Nor ought it in the leaſt to be a 
thing incredible with us, chat the truly Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians ſhould have T that 


they, properly ſpeaking, had any Altar at 
all, or that the Chriſtian Diſpentaton did at 


all require it. 


BuT it is time for me now to aſk 
on Wl Reader's Pardon that I have fo long detain'd- 
e- im on Points of this Nature, which perhaps 
eſe may ſeem an Excurſion from my Subject: 
d But I am verily perſuaded that, if what I have 
Mt ; ¶ dvanc'd will bear the Teſt (which I ſubmit 
ve- {Wo the learned) I have cut the very Sinews of 
to Ie Cauſe of EAsTWARD AporRATION as 
now in vogue, and not only deſtroy'd the 
chief Argument, but the chief Deſign of Some 
F its chief Advocates : who are Men of too 
much Philoſophy, and of too good Senſe, to. 
ave any real Regard in their religious No- 
tons to one Point of the Compaſs more than 
er; but are well enough pleas'd to * 

uſe 


* ö * 


A DISQUISITION' #po# 


Bok may be proper for me firſt — 
Two which are the moſt likely 


of all to be raid againſt what I have 
now advanc'd in relation to Churches and 


ALTars. 


SoctarTes the Hiſtorian, ſpeaking of the 
various Circumſtances of Chriſtian orſhip, 
obſerves that «ar Antioch in Syria the Site of the 
Church was inverted ;”* for, ſays He, <* the 
* Altar [or rather Chancel "rs anger 


« the EasT, but towards the WEST +.” 
Hence it has been by the Generality 
of Writers, who in this, as in too many other 


Caſes, have gone in a Track, that Thi 
Church at Antioch, facing towards the EasT, 
was built directly contrary to all other Churches; 
and a J-arned of our own in parti 
cular calls it A moſt prepoſterous Situation.” 


— 


+ 5 nne ad ep i nr deem Tex 
lend N ferry; Dad Coke New f. Fol C.22. 
Yet 


Worſbipmg towards the E As r. 
Yet, no Man ſure, that will conſider what 
has been now offer'd, can ſuppoſe that a 
Church in this Situation could be any thing 
rare or uncommon in the Time of Socrates : 
to any unprejudicd Mind it will appear much 
more probable, that this very Church was one 
of the then new-faſhion*d Churches, which 
ſtood, as ours now do, towards the WST: 
and thus alſo, properly ſpeaking, do our 
Chancels ſtand at this day, fince 'they have 
their chief Entrance and Acceſs that way : 
Nor ſhall I ftart a new Notion, ſhould I fa 
that the Altars in all ſuch Chancels 1 
« towards the W xsT :** Since that Side of the 
Altar has been uſually call'd the Front which 
faces the Congregation, as may be ſeen in 
Durandus, lib. 1. c. 3. Whence alſo the Car- 
pet hanging down before it is term'd the 
Fromale, which Mr. Stavely * tranſlates the 
Hrecovering; anſwerable to which, ſays he, 
they had on the other fide the Dorſale vel 
Doſſale, viz. the Covering for the Back-Part 
of the Altar. 


A SzconD Objection, I foreſee, will ariſe 
from hence — That the Altar was uſually 
alPd the Tabernacle of God's Glory: His Chair 
of State: The Throne of God: The Type of 
Heaven itſelf : The Propitiatory : Cbriſt's Mo- 
mment : The Tabernacle of his Glory: and the 
SHOP of the Great Sacrifice : &c. and that for 
tbeſe Reaſons the Primitive Chriſtians did al- 
ways in praying look towards it. 


® P. 89. 
1 Tus 
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Warſbiping towards the EAS r, 65. 
vice to thoſe concern'd, unleſs they could at . 
the ſame time ſhew us, that whatever was 
« the Practice of the. Primitive Chriſtians in 
«Prayer, ought to be our Practice alſo:“ 
which yet (as in its Place will appear) they 
cannot maintain, Without firſt renouncing the 
Principles of the Church of England, and every 
other Church, at this day, — the face of 
the Earth; chere being not now that Church 
in the whole World which in all things con- 
forms to the Uſages of the firſt Chriſtians in 
Prayer: I believe I might add, © there is not 
« that Man that does it.” This Point there- 
fore, by the way, as much Noiſe as is made 
about it, muſt be given up by Catbolick Conſent. 
And if the Practice of our Predeceſſors in Chri- 
lianity is not binding to us, much leſs are 
ve obliged to take the Model of our Service 
from the Fewiſ Pattern: whence alſo Biſhop 
arrow, in the Cloſe of his Argument, at- 
tempts to inculcate his Notions upon us. 


TEAS TT RT RE 2 


Tnus I take my leave of this Renown'd 

RaTIONALE 3 and have only this to add of 
tt Author, that, to give him his due, no other 

perhaps hath ever more artfully attempred to 

pbiſticate our Service under pretence of ren- 

iring it more reaſonable. That the Reader 

have time to breath, I ſhall here Put 
: a od. to this long Scion. 
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SECTION III. 


HE Author of the celebrated Bzavry 

of HoLiness, Sc. Dr. Thomas Biſſe, a 
next in Dignity, ſhall be next in Place, But 
I may fay, If I have anſwered the Biſhop, 
«I r 2 
main Body of his Arguments on this head 
are a meer Tranſcript only from the Trea- 
tiſe laſt before us ; and that taken upon 
Truſt, without conſulting higher Au- 
thoriries as appears from the Story cited out 
of Epiphanizs, in relating of which both the 2s 
Biſhop and the Doctor miſreport the Name ¶ c 
of the Perſon they would 


ent as a Mad. 
man and Impoſtor, calling him Elxæus f; 


as a later Writer does Elzacus : whereas in the im 
Original He is 3 x9acures Ha-Zaf (Heer. lib. 1. Ne 


are er Krstiers, (p.37) BY 
into a more capital, not toi 


attually made the real and 


Adoration. 


Warſhipmg tewards | the Ea ST. 
upon a Miſnommer (which yet in ſome Courts, 
it ſeems, is thought a ſufficient Cauſe of 
Nonſuit) let us come to the Merits of the 
Story. If then this ſame Eleæus, alias 
Elzeus, alias Elzacus, deſerv*d to be 3 
little better than a Madman, becauſe he could 
not acquieſce with the eſtabliſb d Rites of the 
Church in his Time, what ought to be 
thought who are as ill- content with the efta- 
% Rites of their own, and muſt needs be 
adding more 2 1 the Law = 


| 4 ? How will they eſcape the Charge of 
WH Impoſture, whillt ſeri chemſclves up as the 
| BY irueft Sons of the Church, they are found falſe 


to its Legal Conſtitution, and not only tranſ- 
a eres themſelves, but teach others o to do, 
miſrepreſenting and defaming all ſuch as dare 
not take the ſame Liberties with themſelves, 


s is moſt notoriouſly manifeſt in the very 
Caſe now before us ! : 


Tun Doctor indeed has once attempted to 
improve the RATIONALE, when ſpeaking of 
the Fewi/ſh Pattern he obſerves, <* even the 
« Cherubims were form'd with their Faces 
looking towards the Mercy-Seat . Which 
Argument, by his Leave, looks as if it had 
neither won nor loſt ; for it being well known 
that the Cherubims fronted each other, in 
looking towards the Mercy-Seat they could 
rot both look towards the EasT, if either 
did: Their Looks therefore can be of no great 
Pe to the good Cauſe in hand. 


— 


+ Beauty 1 Kdt, p. . * 


AGAIN, 


* 


©” 4 Discs . 


Acarx, when I ſay the main of the Doe 
— that there let me not be 
deny, that there are ſome Things 
call bis own: As when he ſets 
may AMP, for inſtance, as a Pattern to 
_— — for inter- 
poſing Mili erciſe with our Spiri- 
tual. © In rehearfing of our Creeds,” ſays 
He, This Cuſtom ¶ of turning to che 4. 
« tar or the EasT] is ſtill more proper = 
<< i fon. for we =— — to per 

« form it ff Foſture * 
* our I care 2 that Faith which 
«< we have profeſs d. So that at theſe Time 
a 3 e. not ſo much an Aſſembly a 


As then in every well-marſhalÞ1 
« Army al ok and move one way, ſo 
* ſhould we always do in a regular Aſeen. 
„ bly*,” And this Referees of the Camp 
in the Coigregation the good Doctor elſewhere 
pronounces H moſt amiable, moſt bleſſe 
* Sight +1" 


Tunis puts me in mind of what I hare 
read of the Gentlemen 2 c * 
« when repeat Cre * 
* * to ſhew how . 
* to defend the Faith of Chriſt — al 
« Oppoſers.” ? This, continues my Author, 
* is a fignificant Ceremony, and makes 
« a Fine Snow And ſhould the Church 


— ͤ öh—⅛ͥ * 1 
* Ubi ſupra. 
+ Of Derency and Order, Kr. 3. p. o. 


„ Morſbiping towards the EAS r. 

of Eng! gland ever be bleſy'd with fo amiable a 
Siobt, t 1t not Review 
Fa Linny turgy, inſtead 2 Hoc AGITE 
of the — 2 to have a Perſon appointed 
to uſe certain new Words of Command, as 
Thus — 4“ To the East about!“ —— As you 
« ere! &c. Yet ſome 1 would think 
this Employ fitter for an Adjutant than an 
Archdeacon : 1 perceive alſo 7 Doctor, tho? 
an experienc'd Divine, is but a raw Soldier, 
or he would never have told us, that in 
every well-marſhalPd Army all look and 
* move one way.” Whereas in forming the 
Hollow Square, which I take to be the com- 
pleteſt Ceremony of the Field, the ſame Body 
of Men turn and book four ways at once. 


Bur ſince the Doctor is ſo great an 5 
mirer of a well- marſball d Army, it mi 
have been expected one of his Function woald 
have given us ſome Account of their Devo- 
tion as well as their Diſciptine in the Per- 
formance whereof, it ſeems, all, in their 
reſpective Regiments, face = their Chap- 
lain; about whom they place themſelves in 
a Ring, the moſt natural of all other Poſi- 
tions, where the Congregation is large, for 
publick Edification, and which may ſerve 


to give us ſome Idea of one of the Round 
Chancels of the Antients. 


I SHouLD not have ſpent ſo many Words 
upon this Martial Model of the Doctor's, but 
that ĩt appears to be his own great and fa- 

: vaurite 
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wn me an ty to treat it with 
For which very reaſon I ſhall 
into any 3 — — of the 
Propriety, not to ency, of many other 
hich on good Doctor's Zeal on 
for the Imitation 
amongſt the reſt we 
thoſe of Locuſts, Woodcocks, 
Wild-Geeſe, as excellent Unifor- 
miſts +! The two laſt Species indeed had 
ago 1 in a memorable 
y one of the moſt eminent Fa- 
thers, but not much to the Honour of Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Aſſemblies J. 


Havixo thus far paid the Tribute of our 
Attention to this ſo juſtly admir'd Author, 
let us now come to what we find peculiat 
our Subject in the Rational Illuſtra- 
tion of the Book of Common-Prayer.” 
This will be beſt pointed out to us by its 
own Jad:x, under the Word EasT ; viz. 
{1.) „Why the Primitive Chriſtians turn'd 
that way in their Worſhip.” (2.) „ Why 


* Beauty of 5. 144. 


a> PE õw a as 
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= — 


ping toudrds the E A U r. 
« Chancels ſtand at che EAsrT- Exp of the 
Church.“ (3.) « Why People turn their 
« Faces that way when they ſay their Creed. 


(.) << Why they are buried with their Feet 


towards the EAST.” 


Tn Ex Two firſt Articles have bow el 
ſpoke to: and tho* I muſt beg a Word more 


with Mr. Ilaſtrator on the ſecond, yet does 


it ſeem moſt proper to poſtpone it Jen the 
Two laſt Articles have been ſpoke to alſo, 
viz, © Why People turn their Faces towards 
the EasT when they ſay their Creed : 


And 4 why they are buried with their Feet 
« towards 11. 


As to what concerns turning at the Creed, 
our Author tells us, „It is done that ſo we 
may look towards that Quarter of the 
« Heavens where God is ſappes'd to have 
*« his peculiar Reſidence of Glory“. That 
this was the EasT he had before told us 
« was probable even from Scripture itſelf .“ 
But - inſtead of quoting Chapter and Verſe, 
which had been the ready and fair way, he 
refers us at large to various Tracts of Mr. 
J. Gregory, entitled Notes and Obſerva- 
« tions upon ſome Paſſages of Scripture,“ 
and more eſpecially to his Prof and CLIN 
Chapter. 


As to the Preface, no Ser ese can I find 
looking this ine there, but the eee 
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* F. 172. 
Fk. 89. 


1 of 


A DISQUISITION'apon: 
und in 
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5! „„ wml he £5 - ew s 


(one of the Creeping God; 


making WorLps in Fino 


& he oQ = = 


& Aſiſtance upon its Labours. 
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this ſceptical Age of ours, 
Thing — is calbd 
Some perhaps may doubt the 
I fear too it may be thought 
Divine having promis'd hot 


us a Stone; and profeſ- 
ation, ſhould A to 2 


I find in the famous 3 Whi 
throughout Mr. s Wor « | 
_— — 4 * New 
thoſe taken from the Old; 
Situation of the Holy of Holies both 

in 
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Warſviping towards; the EASr. 23 
in the Tabernacle and Temple of the Jews, 
and their even Proverbial Saying that . the 
« - Majeſty. of God is in the Ws r,“ are ſuf- 
ficient Objections againſt the Probability of 
any ſuch Interpretation. But ſhould we ad- 
mit that * God (which yet. his own People 
would never grant) has his peculiar Re- 
« ſidence of Elo in the EAs T,“ and that 
therefore we ought, when we pray, to turn 
towards the EAs r, as addreſſing ourſelves to 
God; What is this to the Point which 
dur Author ought to have had in view, viz. 
Saying the Creed? Which, as Dr. Bennet well 
obſerves, is a Declaration made to Man, 
« even to the Congregation Preſent :** The 
Miniſter therefore in particular, upon every 
ſuch occaſion, according to that natural Ru- 
ric which teaches us, when we ſpeak to any 
one, to look in his Face, unleſs we are aſbam' d 
of what we have to ſay; The Miniſter for 
this very reaſon, I ſay, whenever. be repeats 
the Creed, ought, more eſpecially. to look full 
upon his Congregation z\ and by no means 
to turn his Back upon them, as if he were 


ht Moving to ſay ſomething which they ought 
7 ads to hear. 9 S 1 
er 1 


oe 30: * o 2108 ! 
WraAarour Author next, takes upon him to 
luſtrate is, Why People are buried with 
* their, Feet towards the EAST? Upon 
which his owẽ/n Words are theſe: As to 
the Poſture or Poſition of the Corps in the 
Grave, it hath been always a Cuſtom to 
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74 A DISQUISITION* en 
« bury chem with their Feet Eaſtward, and 
« their Face upwards, that SO at the Reſur- 
« rection they may be to meet Chriſt, 
« who is expected from the EasT ; and that 
they may be in a Poſture of Prayer as ſoon 
« as they are rais'd.“ ay 


To touch upon the Grammar of this II. 
luſtration is no buſineſs of mine; having ſtood 
Six Editions, it may perhaps plead Cusrou. 
Bur a Rationale t ever to be ſubject to the 


of Jehoſaphat, in the former Part of th 
z and I muſt own Tool 


\ 4 - 


ene towards the EA gr. 75 
have given that Offence, had I then ſeen the 
judicious Obſervations of Mr. Sandy u 
that awful Vale: Which — + ah 

be, „ no other than a large dry Ditch (tho?: 
« natural) to the Eaſt of the City, contracted 

« between it and the overpeering Hills of 
the oppoſite Olivet: It is ſaid to be about 
« two Miles long, and, if fo, but ſhort ones. 
Where the General Judgment ſhall be, 
« if the Jews or Latins may be believ'dz 
« who ground their Opinions upon the Pro- 
« phecy of Joel: which I will not gainſay, 
« ſince ſome of our Divines have of late ſo la- 
hour d to approve it: of the lame ee 
* are the Ann. en Is 


Nor to be wanting cenie in — of 
deriouſneſs on the preſent occaſion, would 
only beg leave to put the Queſtzon t thus 
Suppoſe the Earth ſhould remain immove; 
able, yet what Aſſurance have we that our; 
elves ſhall continue, when rus, with all due 
Rites depoſited, in ſtatu quo? Who can ſay 
what Revolutions happen in the Grave ? 
Where our Limbs may craw! be 2 the Day 
judgment? or walk ? or ſwim * or fly * 
Omnes in omnia indies immutamur : There is a 
fort of general Tranſubſtantiation, not at all 
bſurd to be believ'd, continually going on 

o' the whole Courſe of Nature: and 2 
Thing is Every Thing by Turns. This la 
aſſign d Argument therefore, , I with great 


+ Trav. p. 146. 1 | 
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Submiſſion conceive, would have become any 
Iuſftrator as well as a rational One: at 
a courteous and friendly Writer would 
us after all, There was Nothing 
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ty 
che Practice ſtill continues i 
wi 


28 
47 
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bus by a RaTIOoNALE. True Neligion is True 


Redſon ; which - ſmiles at pointed Wit, and 
WH mocks the Scoffer's Tongue; ns e 
vulnerable Ridicule or Rage: But when 


able Service, tis then we expoſe our ſelves 
Naribus borum Hominum. N 


e in the Perſecutors of the firſt 
Chriſtians, that when they had burnt their 
Bodies, they threw their Aſhes into Rivers, 
or ſcatter d them before the Wind, to de- 


who can doubt but when the Angels ſhall 
be ſent to gather together the Elect (as tis 
written) from the four Winds, from one End 
of Heaven to the other; who doubts, I ſay, 
but theſe Bleſſed Saints of old, however their 
Aſhes were diſpers'd in Atoms, will then as 
readily ariſe, and glorify God, as ſome who 
are fince moſt advantageouſly interr'd with 
nu: their Feet Eaſtward and their Faces upward ! 
[ durſt almoſt be anfwerable that Mr. Lu- 
frator himſelf, upon ſecond Thoughts, will 
be much of my Opinion: I have 2 
Word more to fay, and I thall trouble hi 

no farther at preſent. 


Ix the former Part of my Difquiſtion ® in 
1728, I gave this worth i net Ent 
Inimarion to correct in his next Edition a 


Ari 
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once we blend Silly Notions wi our Reaſon- - 


IT was a remarkable piece of Malice and 


ſtroy all Hopes of their Reſurrection: Let 
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4 DISQUISITION: en 
Miſtake he had often publiſh'd as to a Mat- 
Fact that had relation to the Subject! 
was then upon: This, I am told, he was 
| to take in good Part; as I hope He 
the Notice I now give the Publick 
= — Page of 

is Sixth Edition, concerning Poſition 

Chancels, viz. * That N ay 
* the EasT-Enp Church,” is con- 
trary — 7999 
— publick manner, becauſe The Ra- 


zonal Illuſtration of the Book e 
in hands, and generally regarded 
I ſmall Au 2 


mention'd is b bed a Platform of 
uthor calls an AnTiznT Cuunxcen; 
which i a ambiguous Expreſſion, and 
generally — to mean a Primitive 
Cburch, or, at leaſt, one within the four firſt 

: during all which I ſhould be glad 
wo fee what Churches our Author will be able 


to produce firuated according to his Platform, 
ng it is (as himſelf aſſures us) 


Prodeceſior Don amy in Proms via. Thar 


cc it 
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 Worſbiping towards the EaSm. 
cc it betokeneth TROPHY as well s * 
60 CTRINE.” N | 


Bur it will be ſore Apology PREY Au- 


thor, that he has been led into this Miſtake 
by Common Opinion and Great Names: even 
Mr. Bingham himſelf, who, for his Induſtry 
and Impartiality, is never to be mention'd 
without reſpect, where he treats of the Situ- 
ation of Churches, has left behind him but too 

evident Tokens of human Infirmity : And, 
if he has any ſurviving Friend of ſufficient 
Authority to do it, his whole Section upon tbus 
Head ought to be new fram'd ; nor is there 
much of it that will be found fit to ſerve 


again. 


Tnus far have I PP 
to conſider the moſt popular modern 
nents for the EAs r, aſſigning to each Author 
thoſe to which he ſeem'd to have moſt Right: 
there is one yet remains to be ſpoke to which 
5 common to them all, and which I have there- 


fore reſerv*d to cloſe the Whole: This is the 


General Plea of CusTom, or the PRACTICE 
of the ROSES, 


Fon the more effeftual Diſcuſſion of this 
Point, I have found it neceſſary to examine 
diſtinctly the Force of Primitive and Preſent 
Cusrou; neither of which, I hope to evince, 
ought to have any influence upon our euer 
_ in conjunRtion wa our Wen, 


3 
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Tuar Worſviping towards the Easr was a 
very early and general Cyftom in the Primi. 
;ves Times, is dwg be denied: but 


= 


in the Church of old is plain, in that it hath 
been even cuſtomary with the Church in all 
Ages to change its : 

Church of Rome in 

Days, did change 


5 


1 


being the true, and conſe- 
nothing more proper, than 
to their Conſideration, by way d 


As to Antient Cuſtom therefore, or the Prac- 
fice of the Primitive Times ; that we are under 
no manner of Obligation to follow it farther 
than owr own Laws direct, will moſt fully 
—_— have 9 Senſe of the 

England its firſt Reformers t0 
its laſt CONS In the Fats in of the 
inal Advertiſement concerning Ceremonies, 


ſooktabove referr'd to, we have Theſe Words 
« We 
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« We think it convenient that every Country 

« ſhould uſe ſuch Ceremoniesasthey chink beſt to 

« theſetting forth of God*s Honour and Glory, 

« and to the reducing” the People to a moſt 
perfect and godly living without Error or 

« Superſtition z and that they ſhould put away 

« other Things which from time to time OD 
« perceive to be moſt abus d. 


Acain, the 34th of our AKA firſt 
ſet forth by King Edward, thus begins Ir 
« 1s not nece that Traditions and Ceęre- 
« monies be in all Places one or utterly 1; 
« for at all Times they have been Aver, 
« and may be cbang d accotding to the Diver 
« fity of Countries, Times, and Men's Man- 
«.ners, ſo as nothing be 2928 San 
6 God's Won p.“ . 
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Ap as if our church Chf of OW ght i in 
ſo material a Point had not been. here Tuff 


ting our Articles in the Reign of Queen Eli 
zabeth made this remarkable Addi dition to that 


= 5 T 3 mh, © =, 


tional Church hath Authority to ordain, 


N- change, or | or aboliſh Ceremonies or Rites of 
der WF © the Church ordain'd ly; by Man's Ru- 
- Mg, 

: 4 


tbe Tran alſo: our Church did continue «of Fs 
10 ame Opinion, even after the Reſtoration, will 
the appear from the Preface to our Book of Com- 
tien mon-Prayer upon the Review in Sixty One: 


4— here we thus read : — Phe particular 


We M 6c Forms 


ciently aſſerted, the Convocation at the reſet- 


above-cited, 'viz. © Every Particular or Na- | 


Tun 


confider'd as the clear and x 
able Voice of the Church of Ex what 
will it avail | be a- 
ble to ſhew ſion of 
25 te 0 

t 
alſo 


2 
8 


Rufha |; 

What avail them, I ſay, when our 
own Conſtitution, the beſt in the Wo 

uot retain'd, 7 
farther 

Laws 

to the 


y'd 
it: Bur the Cloſe of 


ene Þ HD Hl br. 


« ter or For thereof. 75 | 


Uron this Point it were realy to multi- 
ply Authorities; but thus ines j may abun- 
dantly ſuffice to acquit my Friend the Ana. 


tomiſt before all impartial Jo dges, of that /o 
great Confidence he is tax d EE. yo Reblifts, 
for that «© to Us, who have ſubmit- 


« ted elves to a Church, all whoſe Forms 
« and Ceremonies of Worſhip are eſtabliſh'd 
« by Law, not the Practice of any Church 
* oe ever was upon the Earth, but the 

« Laws of our own a DT OY 
and Directors.“ 


what he had very juſtly thus ry his An- 
_ have attempted to ſupport by a. 

ory from Dr. Heyiyn, who, they tell us, 
5 12 ober d that Salt Cere-' 
« monies were retain'd at the Reformation 
« by vertue of ſome Antient a ONLY not 
« by Law prohibited +.” But I leave it to 
every Reader to determine for himſelf which 


* ©S 


ick Authorities I have produc'd, or the un- 
authoris'd Obſervation of one Private Doctor. 
i Beſides what I have now alledg'd, the Gen- 


E. S8 S bt 5 


las paſt an A of Uniformity, with this Clauſe 
— it: Viz. cy That no Form or Order 
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te 9 or adding any * in the Mat- 
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Tun Charge againſt my old Friend for 


ought moſt to be regarded, the many Pub- 


an Wtlemen might have conſidered alſo, that fince 
the Times of which their Doctor ſpeaks, there 
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A DISQUISITLON-#pou- 


« of Common-Prayer, Adminiſtration of the 
« Sacraments, Rites or Ceremonies . ſhall be 
« openly ugd in any Church, Chapel, &c. 
„ other than what is preſerib'd and appointe 
<« 1% be d in and by 


of Mo 


other Side, 1 muſt 
jection d that the 


ving been 
* the Apoſtles, could not be abrogated by 


Law of ours.” This is a home-ſtroke 
: and to This I ſuppoſe aur Kebliſts al- 
lude, when in their Firſt Part they demand 
« How comes it to paſs that You have not 


« far as can be collected (ay they) it is an 
Apoſtolical Tradition, and hath. continued in 


To ay rad of this Argumentation 
a diſtinct Anſwer was return'd in the Anatomy 
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of 
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Kor ſping towerls the EAG. 
of the Kebla; and fince no direct Reply has 
yet been made, ĩt may not be improper for 
me here to recount, in part, the Obſervations 
of my Friend the Anatomiſt on that occaſion, 
taking the liberty to interſperſe them with 
ſome additional Remarks. 5 


Wurkzas then it had been affirmed that 
« Eaſtward Adoration, as far as could be col- 
elected, was an Apoſtolical Tradition, the 


Anatomiſt replys—**Thoſe great Divines Je, 


« Gerhard and Vaſſius could collect no ſuch 
« thing, and that Grotius was expreſs to the 
« contrary *: And that indeed it might be 
« fairly collected, the Apoſtles would never in- 
e tereſt themſelves in the Propagation of a 
Ceremony which had no manner of Foun- 
« dation in the Nature of Things, or Ana- 
% logy with the Word of God; and which 
e they could not themſelves have practis'd 
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* of Jewel this appear; from the Paſſage above-cited out 


if his Apology; where tt affirm'd that our Reformers had 
retain'd all thoſe 3 which they knew to be of 
Apoſtolical Tradition: and yer they could not but know how 
they had injoin'd the Miniſter to ftand at the Communion- 
Table, * in particular, at the Office of Matrimony. 
Gerhard, tho' no Enemy to the Ceremony, yet thus expreſs 
bimſelf (Loc. de Extremo Fudicio) neque tamen urge- 
mus eum (viz. Ritum) tanquam preciſe neceſſarium, & 
a Traditione Apoſtolica indubirata profectum. Voſſius 
indeed I have ſhewn in my former Part was abſolutely of 
Opinion it had no ſolid Foundation: and as to the Notion 

its being an Apoſtolical Tradition, he has this Obſer- 
ust ion upan Pineda, that ſpeaking of the Authors of this 
Rite, he was content to call them, zet Apoſtles, but Pri- 


« mitive Fathers.” De Theol. Genr. 1.2. c 3. Upon che ſame 


Froring aljo 4s it pus by Grotius, Tom. 3. p:758-4. 
. eo 
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Muar ſuch indeed would have been the 


Conſequence we ſhall have little room to doubt, 
if we conſider with what Deteſtation 
Ezekie! ſpeaks of thoſe Men 


who in his time had the Preſumption to in- 
this idolatrous Cuſtom into the Houſe 
therefore here juſtly re. 
Saviour 


rf 


1 
g= 


5 
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7 
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125! 
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ilk 
7 


ive an implicit Faith in this Matter 
to the Fathers, ſince it appears to have 
an undeniable Practice amongſt them, 
they wanted Argument to fly to Tra- 
ion, and y to derive it from the 
Apoſtles on both Sides the Queſtion.” 
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 Warſiping towards the EasT. up 
might be receiv'd as Apoſtolical. We are 
thus taught by St. Auſtin: <* There are many 
« Things which the Church holds. univer- 
« ſally, and for that very reaſon are well be- 
« liey'd, to have been commanded by the 
« Apoſtles *,”? &c. St. Jerome goes yet far» 
ther, when, peaking of contrary Cuſtoms in 
different Churches, he ſays Let every 
« Province abound in its own Senſe 3. and 
« take it for granted that the Conſtitutions of 
ec ER are the Laws of the Apo- 


Ir then theſe two eminent Fathers ſpake 
the Senſe of the reſt in this Matter, it ſeems 
to have been a General Rule with them, (or 
at leaſt they were willing it ſhould paſs ſo 
with others) not only that all ſuch Zccle- 
faſtical Traditions, or Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Church, as were Univer/al were alſo Apo- 
folical (tho? even this is a Rule that admits 
of many juſt Exceptions) but alſo that the 
Antient Cuſtoms of every Provincial Church, 
bowever different in themſelves, were all deri d 
from the Apoſtles. "mg | 


Tars being the Caſe, we need not be at 
a loſs to account, how ſo many Things come 


* Sth. ta th. 1 PR 4 * _ ro "9 F el th 1 


* Sunt multa quæ univerſa tenet Eccleſia, & ob hos 
ib Apoſtolis przcepta bene creduntur, quanquam ſcripta 
non reperiuntur.* Contra Donat. | 

+ Unaquzque Provinpia abundet in ſuo ſenſu, & Præ- 
cepta Majorum Leges Apoſtolicas arbitretur. Ep. 28. ad 


| to 
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to be handed down to us as Apoſtolical, which 


it may be juſtly ſaid the Apoſtles never 

| had : And thele eee. have 
fuggeſted ro me, that itutions, call'd 
their Name, and which of late it has 
been attempted to impoſe upon us as ge- 
ine, might perhaps originally be no more 
a Collection of ſuch Matters, as ow'd 
venerable Title to the like Preſumptions. 
ve Am not composꝰd or dictated by 
or any inſpir*d Perſon, but by a 
allible Writer, ſubject to great Mi. 


by 


f 
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elt 
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He hath err*d not knowing the Scrij- 
and left behind him innate and in- 


I Gal 
Conftitutions 


T 


Conſtitutions genuine, or what 
pretend to be, it muſt be allowed, that 
Adoration is indeed an Apoſtolical Tra- 


and of whom it may even be ſaid 


nothing could more conduce to 
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erfpiping towards the 'Eagt. 


Tus fixſt Scriptural N the Conflitu- 
tian: preſent. us with for this Form of Wor- 
ſhip Þ+ is che Septuagint Trenſlation of Part of 
the 23d Verſe of the Ixyiii: Pſalm, for which 
the Tranſlator of the Conſtitutions refers us to 
the 3 4th Verſe of the lvii. Pſalm, and ren- 
ders it, {ſpeaking of God! Who aſcended 
« up to the Heaven of Heavens in the Eas r.“ 
But this could be no Motive to determine us 
to warſhip towards the EAs r, becauſe if we 
keep to the ſame Tranſlation, the Seventy 
will tell us alſo in the ſame Pſalm verſe 4. 
that God aſcended up to the Weſt.” The 
Argument therefore praduc'd in the Conftitu- 
tions from this Pſalm is perfectly inconclu- 
five, and muſt remain inactive; fave it be- 
trays an Inadvertency in the Author, not very 


Bur I muſt beg leave farther to obſerve 
(upon na mean Authority) that the Seventy, 
whom the Conſtitutions follow, have miſtaken 
the Original, in which there is not a word of 
the EasT ; and which our Engliſh Bible right- 
ly tranſlates, who rideth upon the Heaven 
* of Heavens which were of Old.“ So that, 
after all, we have only an imaginary Text 
giv'n us inftead of a real one. And I leave 
it to Mr. Tranſlator to reconcile this matter 
wich what in his late Hiſtorical Memoirs he 
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+ Lib. 2. Cap. 57. 
* Of the Life of Dr. * 24. Ed. 2. 
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4 DISQUISITION won 
tiles that Principal Obſerugtion I made, 
All the Citations made out of the Old 
New Teſtament in the poftolical Con- 
, were made to the O. 
= 1 the mean time I ſhall 
there _ A nor 
rar wherein is 
repreſented * his Reſidence 
: and > this Perſuaſion I am 
- Proverbial Saying, | 


d, amongſt thoſe to whom 


and 


4 
Fife 


2 


18 


17 
4 
5 


17 


; 


is in the Weſt * but more 
conſider the Situation alſo 
both in the Tabernacl: 
2 ns, ts which nothing 
done but by Divine Appointment. 


bh 


22, 


the Supplemental Reaſon 
Chapter of the Confiits- 


ping towards the EAST : viz. 
bring (ſays our Tranſlator) the An- 
tient Sitwation of Paradiſe in the Easr, 


* This to me ſeems not exat#: Neu, I an. 
coive, no where ſignifies Situation, but properly an allotred 
n To which agrees that of St. Bai, 

ae. Is aazy vm nou MATPIAA, 7 

= 2 not without rea- 
toward; the Eaſt in 2 
1 


committed, that The 


Warſpiprng towards ithe Ex ST. or 
yielded to the Perſuaſion of the Serpent, &c,, 
« was expelPd.” Now I think it is on all 
hands agreed, *twas the Woman, not the Mar, 
that yielded to the Perſuaſion of the Serpent. 
This, *twill be ſaid in favour of an inſpir'd 
Writer, was only an inaccurate way of ſpeak- | 
ing: All that I contend for is, that it is not 1 
Apoſtolical, nor what we can ſuppoſe would | 
have paſs'd in a General Aſſembly of the A. 
toſtles., St. Paul's own Words are . 
« Adam was not deceiv'd; but the Voman | 
being deceiv' d, was in the Tranſgreſſion. I , Tim. 
And the Ground of Adam's Sentence is elſe- ii. 14. 
where reported to be —— << Becauſe he had ; 
hearkned to the Voice of his Wife f.“ 1. e. had Gn if 
yielded to his Wifes Perſuaſion, not the Ser- . * 
pent's. The Author of the Conſtitutions there- - 
fore ſeems to have made here either a very 
great Miſtake, or a very great Refleion ; for 
| may challenge our Tranſlator to maintain 
the word Serpent is ſynonymous to that in the 
Scripture Account, or, as we ſay, all one 
u in the Greet.“ Nor can I ſee how he will 
excuſe his * but by alledging bis 
thoughts were altogether intent upon that An. 


„ain Habitation of Paradiſe : Yet neither will 
red this be found becoming a Synod of the Apoſtles 3 
al, Wl fince the Author of the Epiſtle to the He- 
, © Wircws makes it the Praiſe of the Patriarchs, 
hn that ** They were not mindful of the Country 


* from whence they came out; but defir'd 
* a better Country, that is, an Heavenly. * « Ch. xi. 
For Chriſtians therefore, to whom are the 15, 1 


N 2: -._ great 
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# DISQUISITION gb 
and glorious Promiſes of the Goſpel, 
who are declar'd Heirs of God, and joint-Heir 


with 


plict thoſe 
might hope better 822 But 


Authority which the Conſtitu- 
to produce from Scripture in 
of Eaſtward Adoration, is from the 
of the 2d Book of Chronicles; 
they tell us, it is written, that 
the Temple of the Lord was fi- 
by Solomon, the Prieſts, and 
Levites, and the Singers ſtood up ts 
the EasT praiſing and thanking 
But this erroneous Verſion has 
thly confuted by Mr. Selden, f 
r the learned Reader to 


* 


5] 


; 


: 


5 


fl 


it 
i 


I , 
duction and Concluſion. << The Cuſtom 
hes 1 towards the EasT®, ſays this 
truly Gentleman, is awkwardly 
< enough deriv'd ro the Chriſtians, in the 
«- Clementine Conſtitutions, ever from a Jewiſh 
* Precedent : from the Account forſooth 


4 which 


ft, to be ever dreaming in their De- 


— — AY Qs rr, 


Worſbijing rowards the 'E 4d rx. 
« which we have of the manner of ſtanding 
« of the Levites and Si at the 


93 


« tion f Solomon Temple 5 c.“ Hn Con- . N 


don is, „ Thus the Argument from #6 
: which al- . 


« Pyrcedent vaniſhes into nothing 
« ſo Baronius himſelf rightly obſerves.” 


SHouLp the 7. renfeve of the Conſtitutions 
think fit to juſtify the Verſion they exhibit 
to us, I would here again give him a friendly 


Caution to Beware of Oz 101#a Ls for che 


Reaſons above-ſperified : and do alſo deſite, he 
would well conſider what Mr. Seiden, in the 
Chapter no refer d to, lays down as ſome- 
thing deſer ving Novice, and which I ſhall there- 
fore take the liberty to repeat, viz. That 
according to the moſt antient Diſcipline of 
« the Hebrews, no Sacred Rite whatever was 
« wont in the Temple to be perform'd to- 
&« wards the EasT, but towards the Was r.“ 
This was a thing of ſo pablick a Nature, that 
ho Few, and ſuch were all the Apoſtles, could 
be ignorant of it: for what can we ſuppoſe 
more notorious than the National Efabliſb d 
T . which both Ws Priefts and 
ſo religious a Regard, that, as 
* had — ſtudied the Con- 
troverſy obſerves, they would not ſuffer the 
Esszxks to come into the Temple, be- 
e cauſe, amongſt other Heretical Teneinſ they 
« held that of Worſbiping towards the-EasT, 
and therefore were HerETICKs.” * . 
n Ain en 7 kind}, 
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* Neque ulla alia cauſa eſt quare ad Templum non ad- 
mittebantur ¶ Essxxi] nifi quia quedam haretica 23 
| are 


— 


arts ws on — ods 


- 
__— —— ©... A. 


—— 
4 


—— . 83 
64.4 . va 


= 
* 
1 » 
= 
AN © 4 ——_— — . Dre 
_—_— 8 — 8 
E 1 — * * 
Sy 2 A 8 FN. 
A A IR 
43; 18 9h © 
\ * N 1 4 


—_— 


a4 
— wth Ak B24. ee 0G * 


133 


—— — — 


N .24z;-and 


E Oe OS 


A DIS QUI SITION: apon 


grols Impo 
5 
ys the judicious as as learned 
are to be ſeen in ev'ry Shop 


* Fathers have thought it an Apoſtolical Tra- 
dien, is an Inference _ * in 
* Reformation in general; all the reform 
« Churches having dropt many Ceremonies, 
* which upon the Authority of the Fathers 
g under that Denomination.” And again: 


—d 


adware ad Oriemem; &c. Ideo Heretici crant. Fof. Scalig. 
Ar. Triber, Cap. 20. p. 309. bo. 
* Ut Conſticuticaibus Clementinis illis & Apoſtolicis 
minime ſubnitamur, quz paſſim cum Titulo 

illo ſed param credito proſtant. Ubi ſupra. 


« That 


« That ſuch Inference in 


« manner impug ns the 34tb' 
« Church of 
the Traditions 


« all Places one or 1 
« they may be chan d. 


« Inference arra 


« poſtles. 


I heed hat 


« Kiſs of Peace, and the 


« were the Practices of the Apoftolical Nimes: 
« but when the One gave occaſion to Ralle- 
« ry, and the Other to Scandal, all the World 
« was, and ſtill is, ſatisfied with the Reaſon 
« of letting them both fall.? 


Tax Anatomiſt alſo ſubjoins, that the late 
« learned Dr. Rogers ſeems to go 

« ther, when he ſays, that the earl; 
* beſt Ages of the Church did not bel = 


1 Rules given by the Apoſtles perpetuall 
nding the Drvine Dr. 


«h 


inding, notwithſta 
* tion by which they were 
My Friend might here have added == The 
Rational Hluſtrator of our Common-Prayer- 
Bock ſcruples not abſolutely to declare, and 
that * no leſs occaſion than our Poſture 


Worſtiging: towards the Far: 


. 


land; which expreſly 
Nom | the Church, viz. of Ni and 
Ceremonies, <* It is not neceſſary they be in 


like, ' but that 


t laſtly 3 << Such 


and condemns the Prac- 
« tice of the whole A Church of Chriſt, 
« which has laid aſide not Ceremonies 
« and Inſtitutions call'd A 
« Fathers, but alſo ſuch as we know by Scrip- 
« ture itſelf, or at leaſt have no room to 
doubt, were actually deriv'd from the A. 
inſtance, ſays he, the 
Order of Deaconeſſes, 
both which, as Biſhop 
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Burnet obſerves, 


were preſcrib'd.** —— 
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the Communion, . The Example of tbe 4. 
1 
can be no —＋ an 


37h 


—— in cheir i Reply: Their nominal 
indeed, by dedicating it to the Biſhop 
＋ join Iſſue with what was 
of appealing io his Lordſbip' s De- 
or whole decifrve Judgment in 
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Kebliſts been aware that his Lord- 
ever thus expreſs d himſelf, tis pro- 
would not have been one of the fir 


have choſe for a Pa- 
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tended from Dr. Hammond; who in the Con- 


duſion of what he may ſeem to have ſaid. to 


the contrary, expreſly reſtrains himſelf to 
Doctrine, not medling with Ceremonies T. 


To be theeeſdte no farther tedious upon 
this Head; I leave it to Thoſe, who, in a 
Diſpute relating to Ceremonies only, have pre · 
ſum'd publickly to maintain, that < If the 


« Church. of England has departed from the 


« Catholick Apoſtolick Church, ſhe 

« to reform to it:“ I leave it to themſelves, 
I ay, to ſhew why inſtead of that ſuperior 
Reſpet they clas as of all others the beft 


affected to the Church of England, they ought 


not rather to be regarded as Enemies, in Point 
Judgment, to its Conſtitution, and, in Fact, 
lurvoxzxs of it's Eſtabliſhment: Since there 

s perhaps no one Principle of Reformation 


duk has more inſiſted upon, or more purſued 


than This, That the Forms of Divine Wor- 


ſhip are "alterable, and that every Particular 


or National Church has a EIN Power 
to-chuſe its own Ceremonies. 


Bur I ſhall now proceed to n the 
other Branch of this Argument, which re- 
ſpects the Preſent Cus rou or PRAcTice, of 
the Chuck, as urg d in favour of Eaſt ward 
Adoration. —— The Practice of the Church 
ſay thoſe of the other Side, — 
w current Practice of the Church of England) 
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Caſes the Voice of the Law“. But 
whether — 9 be lo n 
the Caſe before bim : If not, tis he ſpake 
befide the Purpoſe: or that he! fake with © 

(which is much worſe) to amuſe and 
his Readers, by leading them in- 
of Law in the Point de- 
„in order to propagate his own lau- 
 Netions A Practice, in my humble O- 


Il uus r own there are 5 Au- 
thorities which ſeem to eſpouſe this Parades: 
and tel] us, 1 Practice is the 


5 — 3 3 

21 ſure enough ſ⸗ bad is t 

bet. Let — dere Pate Practice 
—.— | 


«- 


TV / 


2 but reg = 


nu towards: the EA er. 


Law itſelf will _ into Ke * cannot Here 


berg — a certain Mader Writer, might be 
urg d with ſtill greater reaſon): viz. ++ What 
e have avail'dall our ſamptuary Laws? Whar 
e all . thoſe againſt Gaming, and Duelling? 


« What thoſe againſt Bribery ? Only to de- 


te monſtrate, how much more Force there is 
« in Luxury and Vanity and Avarice, than 
« there is in Laws with all their Penalties??? 
What have they avaiPd indeed, may we add, 
if contemporary practice has eſtabliſhed theſe 
ert 1 ior 

I Have ſomewhere ad a very memo- 
rable Remark of Mr. Hales of Eaton, nat 
foreign to our preſent Purpoſe. The main 


Foundation, ſays He, that upholds this . 


« Form of Action now in uſe,” is Cburch- 
i Cuſtom and Church-Error: Now for Church- 
«* Cuſtom; it is generally too much abug'd : 
« for whereas naturally the Neceſſity of the 
* Thing ought to give Warrant to the Prac- 
' lice of the Church, I know not by what de- 
vice Matters are turn'd abour, and the 
* Cuſtomary Practice of the Church is you” 
to prove the Neceſit) of the PM 


Bur I, after all, can by no means grant 
that the Practice of the Church, properly ſpeak- 
ing, is againft me: becauſe I think it highly 
reaſonable, as Times $0, there. ſhould be = 
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vo H# DISQUISITION upon 

| Diſtinction allow d betwixt the Practice of too 
many Churchmen, and the Practice of the 
: for, let Men practiſe what 
that only ought to be regarded as the 
ice of the Church, which is according to 
the eſtabliſh'd Rules of the Church: conſo- 


ing Cere- 
hat Thoſe only ought 


« of the Church of 
<< . — — 


” This might be 1]- 
by ſu it only poſſible, that 
in all Caſes the Practice of Chriſtians may not 
the Practice of Chriſtianity. © 
Onz would have imagin'd, conſidering 
great jon profeſs d by ſome People 
our Common-Prayer Book, they might 
been content to it that Prerogative 
ich itſelf claims, and our Laws have con- 
viz. to be our onLy R1iTvuaAL, and 
ſtand as the Ne plus 
our Ceremonies : But Experience 
us that, when People have got a Habi 
being over=ceremonious, whether in Church 
it is no eaſy Matter ta break them 
As therefore the chief Root and Sup- 
=_— is Evil is CusTow, I will beg my 
Patie now m is in, for Ml + 
| more upon $1 
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be 
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„ The di- { 


I Snails begin from 


vine Legiſlator Moſes injoins, * Thou ſhal: i p 
3 « not follow a Multitude to do Evil.” And ir 


HITS Eggng Ro 


WHorſviping towards the ERS. 
tis well obſeryed of our Saviour. by Tertullian, 
that He ſtil'd Himſelf TzxuTa, not Cus- 
„% TOM.” St. Cyprian ſpeaks to this effect. 
« Cuſtom without Truth, or Right on its ſide, 
ce is no more than a long Continuance in 
« doing Wrong; let us therefore leave that 
« which is Wrong, and follow that which is 
« Right.” Conſonant to which allo. is the 
Saying of St. Bernard, Our Judgment of 
« what is Right, and not the Privilege of 
« Cuſtom, ought to be our Guide,” 


To deſcend: from the Fathers of the Pri- 
mitive Church to thoſe. of our own : In wha 
did one Principal Branch of our Reformation 
conſiſt, . but in rejecting, and hy lawful Au- 
thority aboliſhing, an incredible Number of 
Rites and Ceremonies, i. e. recere*d Cuſtoms, of 
the Church? And in maintenance of this Pro- 
ceeding, and purſuance of the ſame Princi- 
ple, that learned Body of Men (ſome where- 
of were the beſt Civilians and Canonifts of the 
Age) to whom was committed the Reforma- 
tion f our Eccleſiaſtical Laus, have thus de- 
liver?d their joint Senſe of the Matter under 
the Title CoxsuzrupO: Tho the Autho- 
« rity of Cuſtom and Antient Uſage be not con- 
« temptible ; nevertheleſs ought it not ſo far » 
to influence us, as to ſuperſede either Rea- 
e ſon or Law.” And again: © Cuſtom is of 
* no force againſt Law or Reaſon.” 


Bur that I may not be ſaid to 1 
ſelf under the Authority of. a Set of Men 
partial to my Cauſe ; Hear what the moſt 
irrefragable Dr. Heylin ſays, even in his An- 
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you | ; SQUISIT rox 


approve the Reſolution of 
uant to the late Injunction, 


Minrſbipeg towards the E xs x. 
aondludes his celebrated Trad far Biddi 
Pray er.“ I think therefore 

* leave to be diſmiſs'd, and leave tho 
« Gentlemen the Plea of Cuſtom, who have 
no other Argument to vindicate their Prac- 


&« ice. 


80 that we ſee; after all, Cuſtom goes by 
Favour 3 and thoſe, who have been =Y fond 
of it in one Caſe, can put as great a Slight 


Countenance. For my own Part, I ſcarce 
know where to find any Thing more depre- 
ciating, or derogatory to its Authority, than 
what theſe Two eminent Divines have here 
furniſh'd me with; unleſs I ſhould make 2 
Tranſition to our Poets 3 amongſt whom 2 
noble e e 
immortal Diſtich, 


Cusco, which nn over- rules, 


Tun firſt Line of our Poet was verified, 
with a witneſs, by the Council of ConsTance z 
when, as Dr. South relates, They decreed, 
e with a non obſtante to Chriſt's expreſs Inſtt- 
* tation of the bleſſed Sacrament in both 
« Kinds that the contrary Cuſtom and Pratiice, 

of receiving it only in one Kind, to he 
* accounted and obſerved as a Law:“ and 
This upon Pain of Excommunication. Who 
can _ but that 3 Decree breaths the True 
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upon it in another when they do not like its 


* And only ſerves for Rx as0N tothe Fools. 
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SECTION TW. 
7 Come now briefly to exhibit to the View 


of the Publick a Sketch of the in/idious 
waicions Conſequences, both to our Church 
of the Practice inquir d into: and 


t SUPERSTITION, it is ſcarcel poſſible to 
ind has been led into by the Fantaſtick Con- 
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being well aſſur d, tis very common with the 
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Turks 


. Fee. ' - iS 704135831 1 Soom | 


— üben 1b. EAN 


EBLEH-NomMa'®, i. e. 1 Pocket- 
ME to 5 dreckthem how to place themſelves | 
exatly when they 8 to Prayers. 


Aup indedil i beben d GS 6 
dot a little careful in this particular, ſince, ac- 


Country, the Kehlg was one of the firſt Things 


in his Critical Hiſtory of the Belief and Cuſtoms 


of the Eaſtern Nations, * 
« and buried, To of the 


Other Netti, come and interrogate the dead 
« Perſon, asking what Belief he has coacern- 
ing God and the Prophet; the Law and 
* the Kebla; that is to ſay, to what Side one 
i to turn in praying to God? The Juſt are 
then to anſwer,.—Our God is He that created 
all Things: Our Faith is the Muſſulman or 
* Ortbodox Faith: and the True Direction of 
* our Prayers is the KARE T. Unbelievers, 
© on the contrary, not knowing what ro 
* anſwer, are condemn'd to ſuffer greatPains.” 


Tun fame Father alſo Mea whe: 
uing certain Caſes which miake thei Prayers 


a vs a | ; 6 


in, bis 
erſal Dictionary; alſo in 
i of 
[t Þ the e 1 ä Y le 
lutbors is gener d; Can, or the Square 7 


towards which \the Mahomerans turn TT they pray i 
u where of old there ſtond 4 5 Tower call d — 


cording. to the current Orthodoxy of their 


they would be called to account for in the. 
next World : So ſoon”, faith Father Simon 


« of which the One is b Angel the 
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Herbie d Zhi (Ela'dr. 
„de Fahy may have his Fate tumrd ro- 

« wards the Nerrh or Sourb, but by no means 
« towards the Mit or Eaft : Pot however | 
« the Doctors, Abbe and others, in con- 
« templationiof this have ſought ont many I 


r wng INNER the 
« Reaſon 

« bat tbe 
« Matri 
« Pays of 


« heth WES and EAsT +> 


uncomely Neceſſities of Natur 
might — — 


ber bene on will Ey, Flow ed 


impertinent 
ee eee Are we in any 
danger of falling into the like Abſurdities ? 


ä perhaps may think ir ſufficient 
to reply, What has been may be: and the 
ame Cauſe may produce the fame Effect. 
In the mean time I ſhall venture to affirm, 
it is more than probable, the Easr bas been 
lng defign'd only ts 4 Tool to the Altar; 4 
ſenſeleſs and extravagant Veneration for which 


One aui think | 
ciently have taught us, 
God towards the Altar, worſhiping him upon 
the Altar was too caſy a Tranſition: for whicti 


the firſt, which the Glofſe giveth 
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„* For, ſaid he, as long as Altars remain, 
boch the i and the ignorant 


may lead toldolatry, or 
ing that is apt to be 


On the ather hand, that moſt popular 
Teacher Dr: Biſe thinks — “ It might well 
* be required, that as a Subject, in _— 

os hy 


x 


pet towards the Baan. 
it may be much better let alone. What Pre- 
cedent may be poſſibly found for this ſuper- 
ceremonĩous R to the Mar in the firſt 
and pureſt Ages of the Church, I muſt con- 
ſeß, I know. not: But do believe upon ex- 
mination it will appear, Dux Femina Fatli: 
Our Keblifts + perhaps may have pointed out 
the very Perſon to us, even their. tutelar 
St. Nonna, to whoſe immortal Honour it is 
recorded, that (rho? ſhe liv d to a great Age) 
« She never turn'd her Back upon the Altar 
* of the Lord, no not ſo much as out of 
„Divine Service.” A good Woman, no 
doubt, and of ſingular Devotion! But where 
alas will this weak and truly ald wives Super- 
ſition carry us? Where will it end? 


To cloſe this tender Article: If Superſtition 
be only an ill. grounded Devotion, or placing 
Religion where it has no real Foundation, 
what can be more ſuperſtitious than for Men 
to imagine they can place God at which End 
of the Church they pleaſe ? Or that Them- 
ſelves will 'be ever the more acceptable to him 
for ſetting their Faces or their Churches one 
way rather than another; and ſo commencing 
furious Bigots for a Point of the Compals ; 
and * ſcarce able to bear the Sight of a 
Man, who can't bring himſelf to it as exact 
x the Gnomon of an Eaſt- Dial? Yet hear 
gain what ſays Dr. Bie. Hath it been 
heard that any Church was ever built with- 
* out its Altar, or any Chriſtian buried with 
1 * his Face turn'd towards the WesT, a Situa- 
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as 1 have done, ſeriouſ- 
to conſider the Myſtagogous Tratts of this 
— may * as St. Paul of the 
that in all things 


—— * 
from certain Paſſages I have yet 
tho* not the very next in order. 


Lr us now view the Prafiice in Diſpute 
in Divine Ser- 


< they plum 
« the Obſervance of certain — 
| + Decngy and Order, p.57. | 1 
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 Waorſorping towards the Eas r. tr 
« Ceremonies of their own deviſing | by 
« means of the ſame diſtingui 


upon no other Merit, have ſet up for 
very beſt of Churchmen; and, in a wo 


» WY RR” VF , v TY” IR 


Mirrors of Orthodoxy. A late 


4 Thing that deſerv' d Puniſhment *.” And 
the learned Mr. Mede, who had too much 
Judgment not to diſcern that of Church-Ce- 
remonies none were Legal but what were Rubri- 
cal, fairly confeſſes, that in the Matter 
« of Bowing he was an Occaſional Conformiſt, 
« for fear of the Imputation of Si ity, 
« and being branded as inclin'd to the Puri- 
« tans; a Sin, faid he, like that againſt the 
@ mY Ghoſt j. The Author of the Com- 
oe iſtory of England has a Complaint of 
ter Date, that All Perſons i 

and Moderation were treated with the Cha- 
« racter of Low Churchmen, Whiggs, and Pba- 
. © naticks; tho! Men of the greateſt Affection 
"Wl © to the Church, and ftriZeft 1 to its 
4 Eſtabliſb'd Rules . And I wiſh only it 
u bre poſſible, even now-a-days, for a 

| Ex hujuſmodi Nugis ab homuncionibus repertis ſe 
— 2 De vnd Monaftck. Ex his fibi pla- 
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— | —— Crime gullo Oceano clucndaw. 
+ Vel. 3. 5. 777. 
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 DISQUISITION.apen 
niſter, who ſhall endeavour nothing more than 
by all juſt Meaſures to approve himſelf a le 
of the Church of Eng- 
not to be deem d worſe than a Diſſenter 
near one Half of his Pariſh, and almoſt 
his Brethren, 2 for not doing what by 
—— — Church he is for- 


D.. Biſe is fo far from diſſembling this 
Party-Spirit in the matter, that he actually 
: the Practice, more than once, as a 


at the Creed, © All Chriſt's Faith- 
Hall ſhew that they 
by this Unjfrmi 


irregu 
« equality of Seating, this Uniformity of 
2 ——— 
& prafticable, the Obſervance of it is more 


ft who tranſgreſs ihe 
: Whilſt thoſe that have 
them are meer De- 


„ Tmpoſtors, Mad- 


Worſbiping towards the EAST. oi 
Non are there many Years paſt fince a 8 
for multiplying theſe Perty Differences in our PD 
Publick Worſhip : This was in ſome meaſure: 

check*d by a very ſeaſonable Letter upon the 

Occaſion, generally afcrib'd to Biſhop Fleet-' 

wood: from which I ſhall here beg leave to 

preſent my Reader with the following Para- 

graph. <* But what if after all, Theſe Inno- 

« vations, of Standing up at reading the Se- 

« cond Leſſon, &c. be not ſincerely intended 

« for greater Decency's ſake, and ſhewing 

© more Reverence, and exciting greater De- 

« yotion, but meerly to ſtart up a new Di- 

« finfFion, and make a farther Difference be- 

« twixt thoſe who come to publick Worſhip 

« in the ſame Place, but who are of diffe- 

rent Parties with -reſpe& to the King and 

« State-Afairs? You know what Sort of 

„People they are who chiefly promote theſe 

4 Innovations, and are moſt forward to di- 

« ftingui/h themſelves 1 ceremonious Ob- 

&* ſervances ; and You know alſo what King it 

ii they incline to | Bhs 


EET oe 8 ð ͤ / Bt Goa 


Mucn more to our preſent purpoſe may 
be ſeen in this well-rim'd Epiſtle, no longer 
ſince than the laſt Reign: Yet muſt ir not be 
denied, with regard to the particular Practice 
now before us (I mean that Part which con- 
liſts in turning at the Creed) but that many 


et CE IN 


BT. A N 8 


* 


Lutter to an Inhabitant of St. Andrew's Holbourn, about 
5 New Ceremonies in the Church. 
1 Q | of 
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Affection to the Proteſtant Suc- 


<« Whatever little Ad- 
— by theſe Prac- 


* Church, 


« already tried with a very lamentable Suc- 
* ceſs: For the Miſeries of the Civil Wars 


Church- 
England-Men themſelves : Theſe un- 

Differences kindled the firſt Coals of 

* the War, and blowed up the whole 

Nation into Flames whereby the Life of 
* the moſt Religious of Princes was ſacrificed, 

ve ä — And 


* — not Warning ſufficient againſt 
27 the like — for the future, 
* not what is.“ 


Tussr 


Ys 


e. oY „ ge 


ly ſuggeſt to us the 
br ny pry gn, mee the 
reſent Practice, viz. as it gives an unnece 

— of Ohjeltions againſt our Communion. 2 


Anp here let ao man be ſo witty as to infer; 
tis my Opinion there is any Occa- 
fion of ObjeCtions againſt it: what I would 
be underſtood to refer to, are ſuch Objections, 
the matter whereof has no Foundation in out - 
Conſtitution. This ptemis d; 1 would aſk 
why, when there is a confiderable Body of 
our Proteſtant Brethren, who diſſent from our 
Publick Worſhip, upon the account of our 
already (as think) too many Ceremonies; 
we ſhould gfe clog it with more? How 
can we expect they ſhould ſubmit to arbitrary 
Inpoſitions, who unhappily ſeruple what the 
Law requires? Or how can we preſs them to 
ſubſcribe to an Eſtabliſnment by which our 
ſelves will not be determin'd? © 


Supposz, for inſtance; fuch an one as the 
Author of the Beauty of Holineſs ſhould at- 
t to convert a Diſſenter; might he not 
reply, „Phyſician, heal thy ſelf.? The Ack 
* of Uniformity, as you have manag'd the 
matter, ſerves only to ſhur out one Set of 
Diſſenters, and let in another.” To 
peak the Truth; upon a fair Scrutiny, there 
vill be found abundantly more Nonconformifts 
n the Church than out of it: Arid might not 
one of the Latter Sort very fairly argue with 
tle of the Former, — © How come you, 
Q. 2 « Gene 
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« Gentlemen ! to put on this Air of Zeal for 
Conformity, whom it the leaft becomes of 
all others? As we cannot comply with what 
« the Act commands, ſo neither can you for- 
<« bear what it forbids: As to the matter of 
* therefore, we are 1 
the Level; and may ſhake hands: 
« jt would be — 
« for an AA of Toleration, and take the Be- 


« nefir of it: For why, ſince neither on 


e wore z TrankGrflon thn your 
to or towards the Table? Sup- 
farther, we ſhould come into the Uſe 


is 2a appointed by 


Kay a pres — will that 


K going ſome farther 
C 
Rig wy ey ogg, — wars 
* Rules, or be perhaps worſe thought of 
* than we were before” 


Tus gineral: DeluGon that - reigns in this 
no Doubree Salpicion of thei being dyroog 
no of Suſpicion of their thor 
Confortniſts ro the Church of 22 lend, it 
— 
pecified in the Rubric: 
bur, with ſubmiſſion, this is a very imperſett 
Notion of Conformity, and he 8 
no further, may not improperly be faid to 
be a Piece of a Conformiſt. The; juſt Me- 
fare is that Charta magna of th 
Church, the 423 of Uniformity : by * 

as 


's COÞ os 235 wn, © ot 799 
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Horſbiping towards the EAA. 


to abſtain from the Uſe of all other Ceremoa- 
nies, an we are 60 uſe thoſe that are preſerib'd. 


- "a 
has been above ſhewn, we are as much oblig d 


Tas Jaſtice-of theſe Obſervations is ſo ob- 


vious from the foregoing Parts of this Di 
quiſition, that I hope need be added 


ſhop Bedel, are ſo expreſs and applicable 
to my preſent that I beg leave to ex- 
hibit a brief Account of both, from the Au- 


here in ſupport of it: But the Opinion and 
Practice of that moſt exemplary Prelate, Bi- 


thor of his Life, whoſe Words are theſe=— 


« Biſhop Bedel was exactly conformable to 
« the Forms fy N Church.” And 
— He never would depart from 
= Rule of obſerving the Conformity pre- 
« ſcrib'd by Law: For he faid, That 
« were as much Nonconformiſts who added of 
« their own, as they that came ſhort of what 
« was injoin'd; as he that adds an Inch to 
« a Meaſure, diſowns it for a Rule as much 
« as he that cuts an Inch from it. And as 
« he was ſevere upon him that added Words 
« of his own to the Collect, fo he thought ĩt 
« was no leſs cenſurable to add Rites to thoſe 


« preſcrib'd.”” F 


Sour one perhaps may think it ſufficient 
to obje®t, chat tho. this Keke hn — 
eneral ; yet that every General Rule has, 
ns ought bo have, its Exceptions. To which 


1 dem falkcient for me to n 


bis I 
+ See Life by Biſhop Burner, pag. 46. 7 OL, 
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ihe 


derſtand their Language ? 


bor what I would principally inſiſt upon 
in this is, that The Ravine ul 
from Catbolicł Cuſtom and Apoſtolical Tradition, 
in favour of meer Ceremonies, have a direct 


Tendency to fap and ſubvert the Foundation 
itſelf of the Reform*d Religion: we cannot 


um of thoſe that uſe them, but at the Ex- 
rence of their Judgment, and indeed of our 
own TOO. | 


ving occaſion to call in Queſtion the Senti- 


that The Cuſtoms commonly receiv*d 


Church, however inconvenient for its pre- 
« ſent State: nor, ſays he, ſhould we then 


O—WC 0” Te. 


2383 
* 


the Doctrine of his Antagoniſts is confirm'd, 
He farther obſerves, — . This Decree was 


a 


« viſibly. 


Werſbipivs towards the Ext: 119 
the way 3 for if we a@ not to hear what our 
Miniſters ſay, what ſignifies it whether we un- 

E « 


therefore make a Compliment to the Inten- 


My Friend the Azatomiſt of the Kebla, ha- 


ments of thoſe, who at the time the Refor- 
mation took place, would have maintain d 


the People, and the Conſtitutions of their 
* Fore-fathers, ought ſtill to be obſerv d, not- 
« withſtanding any Laws then made to the 
« contrary,“ takes notice, that The Ob- 
ſervance of this ſingle Maxim would have 
« effeftually prevented all Reform of Popu - 
« lar Cuſtoms, or antient Conſtitutions of the 


* have had any ſuch thing at this Day as 
a Church of England, as it now ſtands by 
Law eftabliſh'd.” And having refer*d to 
the Decree of the Council of Trent, by which 


= 


- 


* viſibly fram'd as anWngine'to batter down 
« the Reformation in its Riſe.” | 


* 


Uron theſe plain Obſervations of my old 
Friend, the Kblifts, in their Second Part, are 
Far after — n 

hav! dp. 4-5.)in igh 
Strains, < n 
rity :“ and that they never ſaid in their 
Lives (poor Gentlemen ) that Rites and 
<< not to be aboliſt'd by Lawful Authority. 
« or that Authority ought to be reſtrain'd 
* from making any Alterations in Caſes of 
Ience or :”* After all this, 
They tell us, © That if the Particu- 
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as plainly giv'n us 
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hatever, as far as 
was an Apoſtolical 
continued in the Church 
THEREFORE ſtill to be 
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Ha well confiſtene theſe. Principles are 


with thoſe on which the Reformation ſtands, 
and the, Church of England in particular is 
eſtabliſh'd; I humbly conceive I need only ap- 
peal to what has abundantly. occur'd on the 
Subject in this Second Part of my Di/qui/ition : 
However, for the clearer New of the Point, 
| ſhall here briefly exhibit the Popiſb and 


each other: 


Church of Rome. 


« mit and embrace 
« Apoſtolical and Ec- 
« clefraſtical T rxADI- 
« TIONS, andallother 
« Obſervationsand Con- 
« ſtitutions of the ſane 
Church. And 
« all Things contrary 


FSF © Po. Fo 


A. 
= 


« wiſe condemn, 
and anathematize.” 
CREED of Pore Pius 


of the 24. 


„Tur : Ceremonizs 
of the Church are 
* univerſally; and, un- 
(der Painof che Great 
ou Curſe, neceſſarily to 


—̃ä— 


"1 


« I moſt firmly ad- 


« hereunto do lie. 


IV. Artic. 13. and Part 


Proteſtant Principles in | CO oppoſite to 


| — of England. 


« We che ö 
„ yenient. that E 


Country ſhould 
c ſuch Ceremoniesdi as 
< they ſhall think beſt 


<< to the ſetting forth 
of God's Honour 
« and Glory, &c.” 


Vide Com. 


„I is not neceſ- 
cc ſary that Traditions 
« and Ceremonies be in 
c all Places One or ut- 
ie terly alike z for at all 
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4 Every Particular 
&« Church Autho- 
<< rity to ordain, change 
and aboliſh Ceremo-· Nou. 
&« nies or Rites of the 
Church, Sc.“ bid. 


 Warſhiping towards the KA Br. 13g 
preſent Purpoſe, which heir Friend Heylyn | 24 
particularly obſerves r om .- wm 
«mot eee, Three Points 5 | 
propos'd as the Subject of a Publicł Diſputd- 
| * betwixt the Divines of the P 20 1. 
Wand thofe of the Proteſtant Perfiafon, the 
ond was This. Every Church hath 
« Authority to appoint, iake away, and change 
6 CexEMoNnteSandEccLeStASTICALRITES, 
* ſo the ſame be to Edification “. 


Upon the Whole therefore ; If to eſpouſe 
a DECREE of the Council of Trent i in oppoſi- 
tion to an ARTICLE of the Church of Eng- 
land, and the very Crxxep of the Pop ra- 
ther than the Declaration of our Common-Pr 
Book, be not both Formal and Material 
zERY, I muſt confeſs I know not what's : 
and only wiſh that very learned Divine who 
s been the Living Ox AcLxE in this Affair, 
and who, it ſeems, has gone deeper into 
the Examination of Matters than moſt of 
the Learned this Nation affords,” would 
ouchſafe to explain himſelf as a I 7 . 
be ESTABLISH*D CHURCH. | 


Bur to reſume my Subject, and candies.” 

be natural Conſequences of the Practice diſ- 
Aras d being thus laid open, and manifeſt to 
1 ig mes 1 hope we ſhall hear no more 


rent 


— 


—_— 2 * _—__ 


our See his Ecsta Rxsraunara, 4s. ELE. 1. 7172 : 3 JOY 
it i al the Injunctions of the Privy-Council to the Biſhop | 

the London, ordering bim whes Fats 56 proach pou a | = 
ſent aul's-Crofſs, n 1 5749. Fox. 808 k 093 fog 
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of thoſe 22 — ſo common ia gi 
of all its Devotees, cc Wha L 

c 


che 
« Harm is there int?“ —— << If we haye 


A mind to turn towards the EagT, why 
Wn jibe rhe Soon ror | 
* any ather That God it equally i | cc 


in its own Nature — ee but wo 
then we ſhould conſider it only as ſuch, adt 
7. doc make 2 Saint 
of it: for he muſt be but a ſory 
who does not know that Tanga 


n 
me the Expreſſion) it is a Tun 
* am ready to ſay with St. lu 
in the Senſe I have ſeen him citedW/— 


Ly: 


18 any Man is about to pray, let hingro; 
place his as occaſion offers“. Bu 
let him dot e it a Point of Conſcien 1: 


1 


way he Places it 3 for This were in fad 
a Ceremony : and. once more, in tht 

of Englan \ to make a Ceremony is 
| Law. To which Purpoſe there | 
very remarkable in the Injunction 


* Cam quis quarit orare, collocet Membra ficut « 


give. 
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Worſbipmng towards the Eavr: 

fl given by the Government to the Biſhop of 
Fonds, at the Beginning of the Reforma- 
0 on, wiz. < IF any Man ſhall uſe che Ola 
rl Rites, and thereby diſobey the Superiour 
(Power, the Devotion of his Ceremonies is 

( made nought by his Diſobedience t.“ And 
{ den inay we' cipher foe what: e e rex] 


offi Senſe of our Church in —_— —— if Thoſe 
. e eee eee | 


would I have Men do, for inſtance, when they 
fay their Creed? Would I have them turn 


My Anſwer is, way vor? What occaſion 

or Yall this ſhuffling backwards and forwards, 
chen the Time is come for us to ſay what 
Religion we are of? If we deſire to let the 
orld know that we are Chriſtians, why do 
ye not declare it in the face of the World? 
s to making the Declaration before God, 
ie is every where; why then ſhould we 
„to be never the nearer? For once to 
ſame Myſelf the Air of a profound Rationa- 


roper than 0 fland our Ground? 


nl lv a Word; if we pretend to be Church- 
fachen, we ought to keep to the Standard of our 
th burch, and that in point of Ceremonies as 
is Mell as 'Dodrine. This, of all others, would 
e Ne the moſt effectual way to put a Stop to 
tionſhe many unhappy. and fatal 1 


— 


cut e 


zwe | aboye- 


BuT ſaine. one perhaps will „ 


no way, but ſtand juſt as they did before? 


When we profeſs our Faith, what more 
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A DIS 
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i which ſcarcely 
thing can be more contrary to the Spi 
of Chriſtianity, or portend greater Evi 
this Church and Nation: Let but every 


2 85 


1 
q 
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FL 


City at within itſelf : for no M 
to be ſuppos d to act with any private 
— 7 whilſt he does only what 
- { J. ity * 8 *% 4. | . 


: 


4 


us, that we have fram'd an Eſtabliſh 


ment which we will not be bound by oui 5, 
ſelves 3 and in our Acts of Uniformity laid af 5 
Yoke upon their Necks, which neither we, nol * 
our Forefathers, ever could bear. Then wil 


F 


have reaſon to believe, dns + 
thin 


Worſwping tewards the EA 8%: 
tink our Church the beſt conflituted in the 
Waris when they ſee us religiouſl org 

of its Conſtitutions. And bus Bnall 
own regular 'Examp le and Practice f 
beſt aſſert the Principles of our Reforma- 
jon, and beſt conſult the Preſervation and 


Proſperity of the happy Efabliſbment we de- 
ve from it. 3 


| 
L 
l 


f 


d ad wint.of Fein theo". the 


2 md 


eng ſingular or unſupported in theſe Opi- 
ions: were it neceſſary I could ſtill pro- 
juce a Cloud of Witneſſes, and thoſe of the 
xft Rank and Quality, and moſt undoubted 
Affection to the Church of England. As a 
el Specimen, let the Reader take the Teſti- 
ies here following; and ſome few others, 
too long for this 8 I ſhall inſert in 


Appendix. 


hom ſuch glorious Things are ſpoken by our 
ble Hiſtorian, having occaſion to point out 
e Pretences of thoſe who in his Time had 


{ arbitrary Ceremonies, ſcrupled not in plain 
erms to declare 
ad them to have been the Deſtruction of 
* Unity under pretence of UnirormiTY 3 
* and to have + ht in $ ax and 
Scandal under the Titles of 

Decency f. 


— —— 


nel + eech in Husband's Colletion, f. 188. 


SOON 


durſe of this Di/quifition, how far I am from 


n the great Sticklers for the Impoſition 


Taar moſt excellent Lord Falkland, of 


« A little Search would 


126 


- 


< fame to mtroduce any Rites or Ceremonie. 
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000 d db, nor” anhyithe Zin and cal 
Commons, in order to prevent the Miſeries 


Tard by Pablick, Proclamation bis Ro 
Command That no Parſons, Vicars, or 
« Curates in their ſeveral Pariſhes ſhould pre- 


« other than thoſe which were eſftabliſh'd 
by the Laws and Statutes of the Land *.” 


ConsoxanT hereto alſo the Biſhops them. 
—_ at the Savoy 3 did openly avoy, 
to the Law was the jiſ 
& — hay ts the Church's Unity , 


fa 1 deſire that 
<< CO — Fr into the 
„ Church, or Ceremonies, uch 8 have no Four- 
dation in the Law of the Land; impog'd |.” 


Turin ſeem here to ſpeak a 
Men who had = and feeling Senſe of the 
ever to be dreadeqzps 


unhappy Conſequences 
from the contrary Practice ; concerning which 


. nd: - 
the Houſe of Lords we to the ſame 7 
n 386.) has s a 
lar, viz. * That Bord rk he © 4b 
* of the Church, Chapel, 

„ manion- be 


{ Biſbops Lnfwer 
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Maui towards the EAST. 
to do them juſtice; none have more emphati- 
cally expreſs d themſelves than thoſe of their 
own high Order +. Nor. can Mien be 
their Duty herein in fewer Words than thoſe of 
our Commentator above-cited on the Common- 


| 
prayer: Let them neither go above nor 

beneath the Rule which the 7 has R 
T1 & prefcrib'd'®, * 


Tis alſo a moſt pleslant T to elit 
with what wonderful + rape after all, the . 
Autbor of the Beauty o,. Holineſs, in the foreſaid 
bk, himfelf joins in this good Advice. What 
Rule then, my Beloved, would Fou de- 
fire for your Behaviour im the Church? 
© The beft, the only Rule, is tu obſerve the 
Ruler laid down in ber Rubrics 3 not to go 
beyond them in doing more or leſi ; but. 
* conforming in all things to ber Orders, in 
* Time, in Voice, and in Gxsrunks, Ye ſhall 
not fail to worſhip the Lord in the Bx Aur v 
of Hol IN ESS ||.” 


ConSONANT hereto alfo the Doctor, in 
s firſt Sermon upon Dx Exe and Ox DER, 
4s an additional Note exprefly to inform his 
teaders, that Run ics are the Rates or 
Orders directing How, When, and Pere 
* all TuinGs in Divine Service are to be Per- 
form' d.“ 
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A DISQUISITION' n 


Tus is this Grand Maſter of the Cere. 
monies, after all our Debate about them, moſt 
happily agreed with me as to their 
am_ns Corti denique Fines, q 
Dunes ultra, citrave, nequit confiſtere Rectun. 
His Words, upon the whole, do fo exactly 
ſpeak my own Senſe of the Matter, that [ 
could not poſſibly have found thoſe that would 
have been more ve of it: Nor ſhould 
Lever defire to bring the Point in Diſpute to 
another ſe, being intirely of accord with 

Y 


impartial Foreigner Rapin, who having 
21 — our Hiſtory as an uncon- 
cern'd „has thus deliver'd his Opi- 
nion: The only Method that can in 
<< time reſtore Peace and Tranquility, is to 
let the Government remain upon its antient 
« Foundations ; and the Caurcn in the Con 
« dition wherein the Reformation plac d it 


Ix this Concluſion I cannot but hope, all 


of the Nation will cordially agree 
with me: Nor do I expect any Reply from 
the way af Cavil and Calumny, 
prepar d: nor ſhall I be in the 
for inſtance, to hear—T hat 

pect to the 


8 not a few of the wi/zſt and 


© Hiſtory of Whis and Tory,'p. 108, 
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Warſbiping towards the EAS r. 


Claſs of Criticks, as*tis more than probable I 


may have no juſt Cauſe to attend to them 
hereafter, I ſhall give this ſho Apſwer be- 
forehand. . pn ob 44 8 


FrsrT, as to Arguments found in the Books 
of the Antient Fathers, they have too often 
this Reſemblance of Bodies found in ancient 
Sepulchres,—They appear at firſt perfect and 
intire to the Eye, and ſtrike us with Awe 
and Reverence; yet touch them but with one 
Finger, and they fall all to pieces: i. e. 
are Arguments that may have ſomewhat of 
a rational and venerable Form, but won't bear 


handling. 


THzRE is no doubt alſo but the Fathers 
have their Excellencies, and I ſhall lay it 
down as an inviolable Maxim, That wherein 


ſoever they have excelPd, they ought to be 


eſteem*d, and had in double Honour, for their 
Works ſake and for their Age: And tho? I can- 
not bring myſelf, with ſome, to dote upon 
their Infirmities, yet neither do I think they 
ought to be expos*d—farther than is neceſſary, 
to prevent others from being impos d upon by 
them : which is but too oft the Caſe; inſo- 
much that Biſhop Jewel, in the Epiſtle before 
his Reply to Harding, found himſelf oblig'd 
to leave this ſevere Obſervation to Poſterity: 
There is no way ſo eaſy to beguile the 
Simple, as the Name and Countenance of the 
« Antient Fathers.” _ 
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o 


with an Air of Contempt, not 
on whom that Contempt 

if one Side of the Queſtion be 
ible, ſo is the other alſo. And yet 
been eſpoug'd of old by 
almoſt ſaid, upon Childiſh 
it been nursd and cul. 
favourite Sons of our 
to this very day! How 
it triumph'd over our Nubrics and our 
a leading and a reigning 
in almoſt all Places of Publick De- 
is it _ with the 3 of 
Orthodoxy, introduc*d into the 
Princes Þ ! the 


nothing in the Thing 
in 

icſelf, unleſs it be in conſideration of its Secret NCaſ 
Services, and a certain natural Tendency it uo 
c 


I MrenT here obſerve alſo, Tia for lack 
Reading many are apt to conclude the ſto c 
of the Kebla is a Caſe of no Importance; Wwhi 
will inform us the Change of o t 


E ———  j. 
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neceſſary 
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Wirſiging towards the EAS 


_—_— to the 

gion. firſt Reformer in the World, if 
we may credit Foſephus, was Abraham: He, 
fays the Hiſtorian , << firſt undertook to 
« reCtify the recerv*d erroneous Opinions of 
Men touching the Deity.” And in order 
td this, we may learn from Majemonides I, 
He chang'd their K2b/2 from Eaſt to Veſt; 
dat fo he might draw them off from the 
- /dolatry of the Sun, which at that time univer- 


ally prevaiPd. Twill be alſo perhaps no ill 


Conjecture, that one great Reaſon of the 
r Chriſtians returning to the Ea again, was 
sd wean their Jewiſh Proſelytes from the Tem- 
- Wie Service. The Impoſtor Mabomet alſo ſet- 
ing up a New Religion, tho' at firſt he was 
e of accord with the Jews in ing Jeruſalem 
the Center 3 ſoon found -it proper 
w ſet up a New Kebla+, diſtinct both from 
that of the Jews and Chriſtians. i Oh, 2 


d 
10 | 
Or the Senſe of our own Reformers in the 
f aſe, and what they have done of this Nature, 
it Woo more needs be ſaid, than that, as the Expe- 
at ient was found neceſſary of old, to ſtop the 
Idolatrous Worſhip of the Hoſt of Heaven, fo 
n the latter times was it highly requifiteSome- 
king of like Sort ſhould be injoin'd, in order 


o 


+ Antig. I. 1. c. 5. 
the More Nevoch. Pare 3. 6. 4. 
+ See his Life by Prideaux, P. 92. 


| 1 * 
7 Revolutions in Reli- ö 


134 4 DISQUISITION' e 


Bur, to ſay all at once, the Importance of 
any Subje is beſt ſeen from its Conſequence; 
and Ress, of which perhaps, with regard 
to the inquir*d into, it will be thought 
I have ſhewn too much. I ſhall there. 
fore only add,,——There are Poiſons which ar: 
never the leſs ſure for being ſlow, and almoſ 
imperceptible 


in Operations. 


N Bur I . t have employ' d myſelf much 
detter: We ought” = xp $a and wiſe 

Prelate) ** zo confider the Times : Superſtition, 
* is an Evil; but Infidelity a much greater.” b 
n 

ol 

f 


a — — mw — 


— 


Others have t This may admit of ſome 
Diſpute ; and that tis hard to ſay which has 
been more dif] to God, or more de- 
ſtructive of 3 Nay, 3 2 

i England, who ſcrupled not 
that there was One ſeri 
ſe than none at all.” For my 
not pretend 10 judge of il 


i 


f 


Times : bar, with Ve 
conceive it to pe 
dence for us, 

our Forces agai 

Avenues to iti mi 
the Faith of Chriſt daily expos'd to its In: 
curſions. Tis much as if we ſhould embark Tor 
our whole in a Cruſado againſt tha; 


ſpicion in the mean 


apprehend pſt re 
_ ro our Church and Staie 
our 


By 
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of WM BuT-be this as it may: As nothing con- 
e; Wl tributes more to the Infidelity of one Part of 
d Mankind, than the Superſtition of another, the 
bt meaneſt Author that obviates Superſtition, may 
e · ¶ be much better ſaid to prevent fidelity, than 

1 whoever he is that in a ſuperſtitions Manner 
of WM formally declaims againſt it. | 


I Haves This Account alſo to give of the 
ich nne and Pains I have ſpent in this Matter; 
cl —That they have been employ*d. upon a Sub- 
an ect not foreign to my Vocation: but what may 
r. be call'd the proper Buſineſs of a Divine; and 
mel more eſpecially of a Clergyman of the Church 
ha of England as by Law eſtabliſh'd. We may 
ay alſo of Enquiries into Sacred Antiquity, what- 
ever is the Point propos'd, as one of our own 
Poets once ſaid upon another Occaſion 
« The SE ARCH iſelf rewards the Pain.” 
Should the profeſs*'d Object of our Enquiry 
turn to little Account, yet Occaſional Diſco- 
teries will ariſe that may more than recom- 
Wpenſe our Labours. Thus, if what has been 
Wadvanc'd touching the General Situation of the 
% -built Churches, will bear the Teſt of Exa- 
mination, we have here a Point reſtor*d, which 
s far as my Reading informs me) has been 

arfor many Ages loſt even to the Lfarned World: 
ö And This too I may call a Point of Conſe- 
quence 3 ſince, were it plac'd to the beſt Ad- 
Wantage, I know not any Argument from An- 
quity more proper to repel the ſubtile and 
adacious Encroachments of Tranſubſtantiation, 
or bowever bodily Preſence in the Sacrament . 
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A DISQUISITION/apor - 
the Lord's . The juſt Improvement 
41 3 0 a 

: | pportunity ;. who 
are Maſters, as we fay, of their own Time, as 
well _ qui * that in- 
valua elicity of being to chuſe their 
Books and Converſation. 


Acai, the Church of England, and in- 
deed Chriftians of all Denominations have been 
of late fo immoderately teiz*d and inſulted 
wi ; tutions F, that 


the Primitive Times in the Way of Forgery, 
which never more abounded. The Author of 


* 1 
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Morſbiping towards the E a $7. 
the Conſtitutions (with what Advantage to 


his Cauſe let the World determine) more tian 
once obſerves and condemns it in 2 


ind in my humble Opinion, the only 


logy to be made for his own great Share ther- 


n, is that of a Pious FRA up: But as I am 
fully perſuaded that He, who is the preſent, 
— F hope, laſt, Defender of theſe ſpurious 
Conſtitutions, will entirely agree with me that 
l Frauds are impious, and more — 
here Religion is concern'd; ſo I only with . 
te would ſeriouſly conſider, that the Tri of 
Man could not poſſibly have devis'd a more 
fectual and inexhauſtible Source of FRAU 
nd PRIESTCRAFT than the Suppoſition, if. 
aimitted, that the Docuara of the Fathers. 
ere certain Traditionary Secrets of the Church, 
if more 2 N than the e ; 


— 


+ Lib. 6. c. 16. Vide a Lib. 8. Can. 60 
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POSTSCRIPT 


In relation to a Paragraph in a Sermon of 
| the Biſhop of Litchfield and Coventry, 


CARCE were: the foregoing 
"a finiſh'd, and tranſcrib? ry 
RS Deg 

@ Sermon Ri 

Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Litchfield " 
) Coventry, preach'd by his Lordſhip in the 
Cathedral of Landaff, whilſt Treaſurer of tha 
Church, - 1 ” The Reverence due tt 
iſe of God.” Together with the 
Sermon, 1 receiv'd a Letter alſo, of a nature 
ſomewhat — 24 deſiring 2 in par- 
ing. (Ser. p. 10.) "MY 


« A reverential Bowing of the Bod 
«<< ;: oper 
our Entrance into the urch, and Hkebit 
* turning ourjeive; in ſome Parts of Divine 
2 towards the Easr, in memory of 
- Eaſtern Paradiſe which we loſt (agrec- 
e N e 11 
© gd St. Bafil) as well as in remem-· “ 
” > of Jeruſalem, the Scene of our Lord's i 
Sufferings, and in hopes of a better Para- 
4 4 que, 


=— 
* 


_POSTSCRIPE. 


« Poſturi ; of Devotion, I ſay, ar e practꝭ d 
te þ en with great Moderation and 
« Temper.” x | 


My Anſwer is, that his Lordſhip is no 
profeſs*'d Myftiologiſt, and that this Paige, 
more eſpecially. ſeems to be no ſtudied Part 

LW of his Sermon, but rather to be owing to the 

early Impreſſions of Reading without examin- 

ing, and an implicit Reſignation to Antiquity 
and Cuſtom : and thus much I hope I may by 


flexion upon his Lordſhip, or the leaſt In- 
tention of detracting from his eſtabliſh'd Re- 
putation 3; ſince tis what not a few. Perſons 
of undoubted Parts and Piety have icknow- 
edg d to me to have been the very Caſe with 
themſelves in this Affair, which they were 
aſterwards ſatisfied would not bear Examina- 
ton: Nor can I ſuppoſe, till better inform' d, 
that his Lordſbip, upon Second Thoughts, 
vould inſiſt upon either of the Ceremonies 
re ſpecified ; becauſe they will appear to 
have no Place in our Conſtitution, and there- 
ore, as has been ſhewn, they ought to have 
one in our Practice. 


LOGO 


ile 
yr As for Bowing at our entring into our 
ce- hurches, I do not diſpute but that it was 


n Antient Cuſtom : but as it had been much 
bud, *twas therefore at our Reformation 
oliſh*d : and if we have no Auttiority to in- 
oduce it fince, I do not ſee how the Reveren- 
al Manner 2 wrong Tiving can ever 


„ 


allow'd to ſay, without any manner of IT | 


2 make 


OSTSCRIPT. 
make it right. On the contrary, twas the 
Opinion, we have ſeen, of our firſt Reformer, 
chat If any Man ſhall uſe the Old Rites, 
and thereby — the Superiour Power ; 
the Devotion of bis Ceremonies is made nought 
by his Diſobedience.” For which They 

the Caſe of Sauls Sacrifice, &c *. 
mrs Buſineſs of Bowing has been more 
touch*d upon in the Diſcourſe a- 
beg leave therefore to refer my 
what has there occur*d on the Sub- 
ſhall remind him only of the Rex- 
Bedel was abſolutely inſt 
arbitrary and ſum d Prac- 
Publick Devotion, viz. uſe there 
ing where they would ſtop. 


T 
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our entring into Cburcb; 
if we pleaſe, continue do- 
make from the Entramt 
back again, even ibn 
b of the Sanfluary ? which no 
a Perſon than the Author of the Beauty 
of Holineſs is pleas'd ro obſerve might be wel 
rei d. And This alſo may appriſe us 0 
the Importance of learned Dr. Holfworth's Ob- 
ſervation upon Legal Ceremonies, or our keep- 
ing to thoſe only which the Law preſcribe, 
viz. that they then ſerve as Boundarie 
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POSTSCRIPT: 
« againſt all viſible Extravagancies T. Nor 
ſhall we,, when we conſider theſe Things, 
any longer doubt of the Truth and Juſtice of 
Lord Falkland's Remark, that there were Thoſe 
o had brought in Superſtition: and Scandal 
under the Titles of Reverence and Decency. 
The firſt mention I have ever met with of 
this Reverential Bowing in Chriſtian Churches, 
was to the Clergy 1 in proceſs of time *rwas _— 
directed to the Great Crucifix plac'd facing 1 od 
the Weſt Door; and, in the end, to what is _— 
above · ſtil'd the Breaden God upon the Altar. „ 
| ſhall only here add, that as This and the 25 2 
like ſuſpicious Practices are well known to 
have conduc*d not a little to the Troubles of RF: 
the laſt Age, it might be thought a Crime | EY 
n Some to revive them in the preſent. By 


As to his Lordſhip”s Reaſons, why we ſhould 
make our Bows towards the Eaft. rather than 
towards any other Quarter, and particularly 
3s to that which He ſeems to think an Ori- 
ginal One, and which (in a common Senſe of 
the Word) may paſs for ſuch, I am willing 
to abide by what has been already ſaid in 
both Parts of my Diſquiſition. | 


ThE Particular Parts of Divine Service, 
with relation to which his Lordſhip ſpeaks of 
our turning ourſelves towards the EasT, are, 
| ſuppoſe, more eſpecially, the Repetition of 
our Creeds, Now the Rubric before the Ni- 
cene Creed having expreſly injoin'd the Mini- 


— — I 
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H 4tpendix, Numb. 3. i 
4 ſter 


admirably calculated to anſwer all theſe 
Ends ) than for us, I ſay, to take 
Turn all of a ſudden ; and at 
very Inſtant of our Confeffion to defeat 
in, in great "meaſure, the chief Intents 
may well therefore query 

of our Doctor, What Apology can 
be made for this Practice, which is forbid- 


r in Publick Worſhip. 
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N 
« Nature 3 and ſo contrary not only to Com- 
« mand, but to Common Senſe + ? 


Tas few curſory Remarks I hope may 
- WH fuffice for the Occaſion givn. Twas, I 
; own, matter of much Surpriſe and Concern 
w me, to find ſuch an open Deviation from 
{ our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, once more pro- 
F moted by a Father of our Church, both from 
the Pulpit and the Preſs. At the ſame time 
3 
eat ation and Temper his 1 
1 b *hich, if Lundefland 
him aright, his ip would not that any 
ome ſhould be the worſe thought of for not 
coming into. Prafices of this nature; much 
ks that he ſhould be publickly revil'd, and 
mduc'd as a Falſe Brother, or ever the leſs 


* 


feFed to the Church of England. 


Tno' I cannot but think it is high Time 
Stand ſhould be made for the Principles of - 
e Reformation, before all Zeal for it be ut- 
aly extincdt amongſt us, and heartily wiſh 
ch Efforts in its favour were more com- 
non; yet is there nothing (except a juſt Con- 
nity) wherein I ſhould more rejoice, than 
dſce All thoſe, who concur in theſe ſipereroga- 


in and Temper. A maderate Nonconformity 
n either Side, whether beneath or above the 
ule, is certainly much preferable to that 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
which is rigid and violent : and there is, in ſhort, 
very little to be faid for Thoſe, who, whilſt 
they are even furious for their own Additions 
to our eftabliſh'd Ceremonies, cannot bear 
with an Omiſion of the leaſt Punctilio in 
others. Hear their common Language 
from the fo call'd, of the Church 
of England. — If the Strict Obſervation of 
* the Rubric and the Canons denominates a 
* Man a High-Churchman, then every Preſ- 
byter of the Church of England is, or ought 
* to be, a High-Churchman : for no private 
« Miniſter or fingle Prelate of the Church, nay Wl 
< no Number of them, how great ſoever, 

«< can or (unleſs to the legal 

<« ſtared r 7 * 

* things) to diſſ or alter the Rules 

< and Orders Fa Church, which they Wl - 
« have the Sacrament ſworn and pro- 

« mis'd under their hand to obey. Bur if 

chere be any ſo bardy and conceited of their WWE 


= 22 Light and Prudence, as to dig 
with what the Church has injoin d, in 
* = Os of their Office as Pritt a 


« Biſbops, their Preſumption therein is, ſo far 
from being commendable as the Reſult 
* r that it involves nd i 
* t of Contumacy, Schiſm a 

« babitual Perjury : Cries of ſo black 
2 GE 
«* chargeable with us 


them.“ 
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APPENDIX, 


CONTAINING. 


The Original Authorities "R ſome 
things before mentioned, which could 
not conveniently be inſerted in their 

proper place. 


by NUMB: 1 
Extrat from a Sermon of LEO the 
Great, upon Chriftmas-Day 1443. 


E li. Inſtitutis etiam illa genera- 
| 2 tur Impietas, ut Sol, inchoatione 
arne lucis exurgens, 4 quibuſdam 
RT infipientioribus de locis eminentioribus 
„ nonnulli etiam Chriſtiani adeo 

igios? facere putant, ut priuſquam ad beati 
Path Apoſtoli Baſilicam, que um Dev vivo & 
dero eſt dedicata, e dee, ferns gradi- 


bus ad ſuggeſtum Aree perioris ad- 
at 


quibus 

All r= — 

* 2 re- g be, 1 
Ar, 


ſeenditur, converſo corpore ad naſcentem ſe Ho. 


curvati⸗ 
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leo vat. 
277 Orb 7 ' 

itn, multum tabeſcimus & dolemus, Quia, Ml. 
fi quidam forte Creatorem potius pulchri lu. 
quam i / _ 0 eſt K E 


— 
Deorum — — nonne rom: 
Opimonis — —_ pro 
m Chriſtzams & Impiis vi 
II Abjiciafur ids a Con. 
Fidelizxom damnanda Perverſitas, ne 
debitus corum Ritibus, Cres 
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TL 


S de quo « Ac- 
eum, & illuminamini, & vultus 
be Si enim 

piritus Dei habitat in plas 
babet in ſud animd, quan 
Non utique yohis _ pb 
3 indicimas aut ſuademus, 1 
reDei, aut contrarium aliquid Fidi 
que Deus bonus bona condidit, o 
ut omni Creaturarum Specie, & 
mundi ernatu, rationabiliter & 
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E — Conformity was an 
exact adhering to the Nubric; and 
« « tho the! adding any New Rite or Cere- 
« „ ee much N. ty, as the 
ing over thoſe chat were preſcribd: So 
—5 would not uſe thoſe Bewigs and 
« Geſticulation that grew fo much in faſhion; 
« that Men's Aﬀettions were meaſur'd by them. 
He had too good an Underſtanding not ro 
* conclude Theſe Things. were. not unlawful 
jn themſelves 3 but he had obſerv*d, that 
« when once the Humour of adding nem 
4 Rites and Ceremonies got into the Church, 
© it went on by a fatal Ircreaſe, till it had 
grown up to that Bulk to which we find 
«it fwell'd in the Church of Rome. And 
this began ſo early, and grew ſo faſt, 
that St. Auſtin complain'd of it in his Time; 
« ſaying, that the Condition of Chriſtians 
« was then more uneaſy by that Yoke of 
* Obfervances, than that of the Jews had 
been. And therefore Bedel thought. the 
* adhering to F/tabliſed Laws and Rules — 
« a certain and fix d 2 whereas Superſt 
© tion was infinite. e was againſt N 11 | 
* Innovations, or «ads and aſſum*d Prac- 
U 2 «© fices 3 
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APPE DIX. 


1 pH of Rites) Dent. I 
ſhall add Part of Biſhop Bedel's Character, 
in the Words of Dr. Bernard, who was Dean 
of Kilmore, at che time when Bedel was made 
of chat See. To which I ſball ſub- 
him by Sir H. Rer. 
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n bound in all Conſcience 
* Truth to affirm of him, that I thi 
« ly a fitter Man for G 
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f the Church, and to 2 
of God.” Letter from Sir H. W. 
1 Walton's Lives, p. 135. 
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hile they were immode- 
meer Formalities, and 
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« Enemies of the Church of England take 


obſerves in his firſt Lecture) did the vigilant 
40 we mie : by theſe Leaks in our own Sides 


« that Legal Conformity was either the Sin 
or Shame of this Church, or any good 
« Man: decent Ceremonies, or Rites for 


« Solenmity, as Motos in the Sun, neither ad- 
« ding to the facred Light of Religion, nor 
0 ing from it, where the Conſcience is 
« pure, the Life unſpotted : But to be 
« ſuper· ceremonial, or ſolely- ceremonial, is no 
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« leſs Folly, than to be anti-ceremonial: for 


« jt doth not only-prejudice the Wiſdom and 
„ Authority of the Church, as if it wholly, 
« 'or too much, doted on theſe perty Mat- 
„ gers, (which is the great Blemiſh and juſt 


« Blame of the Church of Rome, where too 


«: much of Ceremonies hath ſmother'd and 


« overlay'd much of the True Religion," as 


« Aſhes do the Fire) but it gives an Advan- 
« tage to the novelizing Inſolency of its Adver- 
« faries, as great as Dalilab did to the Phi- 
« liſtines againſt Sampſon, when by cutting off 
4 bo Hair ſhe bereav'd un & pa 
« Strength ; not that it lay in his Hair, no 
* more than the Health, Honour, and Hap- 
« pineſs of the Church of England lies in its 
e legal Ceremonies. But Theſe are ſuch Pub- 
e lick Inſtances and Evidences of its Autho- 


« rity, ſuch Boundaries againſt all viſible Ex- 
Demonſtrations of i 


* Ir aVagancies, 


its 
* Unanimity, ſuch Ties and Bonds 2 
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